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C H A p. I. , 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



To leaflefs fhrubs, fee flow'^ring palms fu^ cced. 
And odorous myrtle to the noifome weed. 

Pope. 

IN a fliort titnC) the induftry of Auftin taught 
. Jiisj.g^r^n. to .affugie,^ different afpefl:. He 
^ had brought with him a large aflbrtment of feeds 
t and. roots from Briftol : and as there were good 
A fruit-trees in the garden, chiefly apples, plumbs, 
v^ and cherries, that were run wild for want of pru- 
ning, he exerted his utcpoft diligence to. reclaim, 
them, and promifed Rofina, that if the feafons. 
\ (houU be favourable, fixe. ibquld have abundance 
of. fine fruit the following year, and plenty of good 
^vegetables too : " For, though fuch kind of things 
Vol. hi, B were 
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^eire quite tfot of his way, (as he Taid;} having 
never been employed in a kitchen garden, yet be 
know*d well enough how to manage them ; and, 
thank God, he was not above putting his hand to 
any thing that was honeft." 

Rofina, in the meantime, had completely ar- 
ranged the domeftic • economy of her cottage. 
Mrs. Jenkins had recommended her a fervant, a 
decent young woman, who fpoke WelQi and £n« 
gli(h, and officiated in the capacity of an inter- 
preter, when fuch an office became necefiary. 
Mrs. Jenkins had gone to a neighbouring town) 
and bought what furniture was necefiary for the 
cott^e. It was as plain as was confident with 
decency } for Rofina perceived with furprize, that, 
exhaufted by frequent dilburfements, her finances 
began to run very low; and found that it y^as 
necefiary to manage them with the moft (cm- 
pulous economy. She had a cow and two goats. 

<' I proteft, (faid Auftin) coming in one mom* 
ing to Rofina,) I proteft it would make your heart 
ach to fee that poor brute of a jack-afs that was 
fold to Robin Roberts, when all the widow's little 
things went to pot. He comes every morning of 
his life and ftands with the po<»r old (hout^f him 

timift 
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dinift between iht bars of the gate of die iann- 
yard there without, juft for all the world as if the 
findl of this place revived his heart and did him 
good. He haunts me like a ghoft; and his new 
mafter complains that he can't get no good of 
him. I believe in my confcience he would rather 
livie here with us on dry ftubble, than any where eUe 
on the fined of fodder ; for what fignifies daintieSj 
if a body has not the heart to enjoy them.'* 

^< It would be a pity not to make him h^ipy 
then, ((aid Rofina, whofe heart overflowed with 
benevolence for every thing that was animated 
with the breath of life i) go and buy him from his 
mafter ; he will be glad to part with him, if he 
can get no good of him^ and we will add him to 
our little ftock,—- perhaps be may \h ufeful to us.'* 

^ Aye, I dare fity he wUU (replied Auftia, rub* 
bing bis hands for joy;) for there's a deal of good 
work left in his old bones ftiU. His laft inafter 
kept htm to carry his greens to the market i but 
be was too great a floven and a fluggard^ to wear 
him out widi hard uiage : and I dare fay I Iball 
get a good pennyworth of him ; for Til go about 
the buih, d'ye &e, and begin to grumble at Robia 
Roberts for not keeping him at homei and threaten 
B 2 hard 
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hard for to pound him the very next time I catches 
him coming fculking about here s and I'll tell how 
I catch'd him laft night a-grazing in my paddock ; 
and then I'll (ay, that as I have the lofs of main- 
taining him, I may as well have any good that's 
to be got out of him as not; and fo Til offer him 
fome trifle in a carelefs way." 

** Wdl, (faid Rofina,) manage the matter as 
you pleafe. As the poor creature has fo great an 
affection for this place, I fhould be glad to indulge 
him in it." 

*^ How ftrong, (feid Ro(ina to hcrfelf, when 
Auftinhad left her,) how ftrong are the ties which 
cuftom twines around our aflFe6tions ! Endearing 
remembrances cap even ajttach them to local ob- 
je^. This poor old brute retains fome pleafing, 
though impeded, impreffions of pleafures enjoyed 
in tbefe paftures,— of thofe iirft fmiling hours, per- 
haps, when, in the Jportive gaiety of youth, he 
frolicked in thefe meadows, and cropped the. flew- 
ery herbage! 

*' Thus, the Have off avarice^ after ploughing 
diftant and dangerous oceans; after defcending to 

the 
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the gloomy mines, and ranfaclcing nature for her 
hidden treafures ; after a toilfome life, fpent in ac« 
cumulating riches, recalled by the tender remem- 
brances which ftill lie lurking at his heart, returns 
to his native home, to enjoy the fruits of his in- 
xluftry. Each tie of confanguinity has perhaps 
been broken, each tender union of friendfhip dif- 
folved by time ; but the fcenes ftill remain which 
pnce witnefled his juvenile felicity, and the fweet 
remembrance of departed pleafure. * Like light 
ftill beaming from a fun that's fet,*— throws a 
foftened illumination over the gloom of his old 
age. 

« O, Belle-vue, beloved retreat ! fweet fcene 
of my infantine happinefs I bleft Paradife, through 
which an angel feemed to guide my footfteps ! 
Ah, ftiould the hour arrive, when I ftiall have 
furvived my youth, when thy enchanting fcenes, 
no longer enlightened by the prefence of that an- 
gelic friend, who, the viSim of time or of in- 
firmity ." 

« Rofina burft into tears at the pifture of her 

own imagination. The chain of thought was too 

afflidive to be purfued any farther. She fnatched 

B 3 up 
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up her harp, and flew into the garden. She played 
a lively air to dii&pate her melancholy. 

*' Ah, why, (faid flie,) why thus perverfely an- 
ticipate misfortunes which, flioqld they ever ar» 
rive, muft arrive too foon. O, Hope, thou fweet 
enthufiaft, come to my bofom. 1 will fondly nurfc 
and cherifh thee, were it but for her lake who 
bade me bind thee next my heart.'* 

^ Her foliloquies were interrupted, by the ap« 
pearance of Mr. Lewis, who had crofied the river 
from his own habitation^ and was entering the 
garden by the little door that opened at the bot* 
torn of it Rofina, pleafed widi this viiit) laid 
aiide her harp^ and arofe to meet and welcome 
hiou 
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C H A P. IL 

• THE NARRATIVB CONTINUED. 

AS Rofina was now become one ot Mr. Lewis'l 
parifbioncrs, he confidered it as his duty to 
vifit her ; and his mother, who was the widow of 
die late vicar^ encouraged him in this intention } 
for, though this good lady, who traced her defcent 
from the famous Owen Glendower, would have 
deemed it a derogation from her own dignity to 
have viflted the daughter of a poor old gardener. 
Rofina's appearance and manner of life had. ne- 
verthelefs, ftrongly interefted her curioflty: and 
ihe hoped to have this fecondary principle of her 
mind (for family pride was her firft) gratified at 
fecond hand by the report of her fon, in whom it 
could be no improper condefcenfion to vifit Ro- 
fina, as his office obliged him to notice even the 
neaneft of his flock. He had however, deferred 
B 4 his 
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his vifit until he judged it could be received with- 
out inconvenience. 

Parfon Lewis was about five-and-twenty. His 
appearance was pleafing, his 'demeanour gentle, 
and his countenance benevolent. He had not 
much the air of the world, for he had been but 
little in it, but his converfation, though not much 
diverfified, was engaging ; for it was unafFedcd 
and fenfible in general, and, where the occafion 
Required it, it was afFecSllonate and pious. He. 
addf efled Rofina with the friendly familiarity which 
he was accuftomed to ufe with his other parifh- 
ioners, and foon perceived, with furprife, that the 
elegance of her manners was fuperior even to that 
^ of her appearance. 

JJThey fpoke only on the moft indifferent fub- 
jcStSy the weather, the beauty of the adjacent 
coui^ry, the improvements made at the cottage, 
Lewis complimented Rofina on the alterations 
that had caken place, and the neatncfs of the 
garden. 

« Next fpring, (faid Rofina,) I hope it will 
exhibit a very different afpeft. Here we ihall 
hav^,^t5€d of ranunculufes, and here we have 

been 
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been preparing mould for our anemonies :. w^ cjepci^, 
too, to have forhe very fine hyacinths i foff n^ 
father, who has been a gardener from his ini90€y> 
is a complete florift.'* 

« I believe I fee him coming," faid Lewis. 

Auftin advanced through a crofs-walk, .fi^ttljflg 
his cravat, and tucking up his fliirt, which was 
rather foiled, under his fleev^, as he Came along. 

*« Your humble fervant, Do<5tor, (faid he, mak- 
ing his beft bow^) I am proud to have the honour 
of feeing you in my little place." 

Lewis returned his compliment with great cour- 
tefy. ... 

" The day is very hot and fultry, (continued 
Auftin,) and people's apt to 4)e dry in t^is/weltry 
weatjjer. May be, your Revcren<:e would be 
pleafed juft for to ftep into' the houfe, and take. a 
glafs of bottled beer, I have fome extreme fine, 
and it is entirely at your Reverence's farvioe." 

. Lewis thanked him, but faid he never drank any 
thing before dinner. 
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<< O) as to matter of drinking, (faid Auftin,) 
I am fure you don% nor after it neither, that*s 
quite another guefs thing. But diere can be no 
harm in taking a drink when a body's dry, if one 
was on their death-bed*" 

« None in the world, (Lewis faidj) but he 
was not of a thirfty habit/* 

Auftiii, looking down at his own drefs, begm 
to apologize for it. He faid, «' he was in a fad 
pickle, to be fure, to appear before any gendeman ; 
but I found this place in fuch a filthy condition, 
(continued he,) that I have been forced to flare 
like a horfe, beifore I could get no^ good of it. 
But now, that I have ferretted the weeds out a 
little, I have been mixing compoft for my flower- 
roots, and it is plaguy dirty work." 

« Yety (feid Lewis,) if profeffions are to be 
valued on account of their antiquity, no one need 
be afliamed of that of a gardener." 

« How fo ?" feid Auftim 

« Why, (replied Lewis,) may not all the kings 
and princes of the earth trace Acir origin from a 
, gardener?" 

w But 
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<< But really !'* laid Auftin in furprife* 

<< From Adam> furely," faid Rofina. 

. cc Well, that's very true, indeed, (faid Auftin.) 
Why could not my foolifli head find that out I 
Aye, he wa$ a gardener, fure enough, when there 
was fome comfort in being a gardener. I warrant 
you he had neither blights nor blafts, nor frofts 
nor mildews: and where there were fo many 
creatures of all kinds, he could never ftand in 
want of manure. Though I am inclinad to think 
that the ground, being fine maiden earth, did not * 
require any; for where there was but one hand^ 
(for you know what could Eve do, except water 
the plants a little,} it would have been too la- 
borious to be obliged to fpread dung, and the likcy 
elpecially as I fuppofe there was no pitch-forks 
and ihovels in them times ; for where could tbey 
come from, without they were brought there by 
miracle.** 

The 'eyes of Rofina and Lewis met :•— Rofina 
.finiled, and turned her head afide.'* 

^ And may be they were, (continued Auftin,) 

for nothing is impoffible with God. I wonder, 

B 6 (fiud 
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(faid Auftin, after a paufe,) was it Adam that in- 
vented the art of grafting V* 

« That is a point, (faid Lewis, fmiling,) on 
which Scripture leaves us entirely in the dark.'* 

« And to think,' (faid Auftin,) that, though the 
garden was ' all full of brute beafts, they were fo 
well trained and fo gentle, that not any one of 
them would fo much as trample on a flower-knot, 
I'warrantyou ! O, it was a fhocking thing of 
Eve to eat that curfed apple !^ If it had not been 
for that, we might have lived there to this very 
day. I ftiould not wonder to hear, that peaches 
and neSarines grew to the fize of a man's head 
there. Well, how the world is altered with us 
all. I can't help thinking of it, how proud peo- 
ple's grown now-a-days, though^ as your Reve- 
rence was a- faying, what are they all but the 
ofF-fets,- ;is it were, of a fimple gardener ! But 
it was not fo formerly; for I have read ih a 
little book called the Roman Hiftory, how kings 
and privy-counfellors, and great lords and ge- 
nerals, ufed to plough the ground with their own 
hand?.': 

4* Ayc^ 
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" Aye, and cook their viiixxaisj too," feid Rofuia. 

." And yet, (refumed Auftzn,) I'll engage, one 
of your mufhroom-gentry, now-a-days, would 
think he demeaned himfelf very much, if he was 
only to handle a garden-trowel.** 

^* Indeed, (faid Lewis,) pride is bec<Hne a rcry 
prevailing vice." 

" But I warrant your Reverence gives theih 
many a rub -up in the pulpk about it, (returned 
Auftin.) O dear, O dear, (continued he,) I 
proteft there's one of the goats a-hibbling at ^y 
young plants ! O, they are fad mifchievous ani- 
mals, and make dreadful havock in a garden. I 
wonder, was there any of them tn Paradife ! They 
mufl be yoked together, and that's the fhort aixi 
the long of it." 

When Auftin went to put out the goat, Mr. 
Lewis afked' Rofina whether flie intended to re- 
main long in Wales. 

" Not very long, probably, (replied (he:) my 
father's leafe of this cottage will be expired in 
four years." 

« Your 
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<< Your &tfaer \" repeated Lewis, fixing his 
eyes on her. 

Rofina Uuflied deeply ; for, though the deceit 
Ibe pnidiled was innocent, yet ftill it was deceit, 
and as fuch« Ihe felt that it was defpicable. 

VLoSm^ dvring this inter view^ had wilhed to 
fuit her manners to her appearance, and adapt her 
converiation to the fimplicity of her drefs. Lewis, 
St his departure, could not recolle£l that (he had 
uttered one fingle fentence inconfiftent with the 
rank ihe appeared in^ though the elegance and 
dignity of her manner convinced him that her 
Itirth was fuperior to it. He conceived, however, 
that if, as he felt himfelf ftrongly inclined to be- 
lieve, Rofina had any motive for concealing her 
true name and quality, it would not be a£ling a 
generous or a friendly part, by divulging his own 
ideas on the fubjeft, to excite fufplcion, which fhe 
ieemed fedulous to avoid. And therefore, when 
his mother queftioned him on his return borne, be 
gave her only fuch general anfwers as confirmed 
the tale which Mrs. Jenkins had already propa- 
gatedjn the neighbourhood. 

But, 
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But as at luippened, that croffing the river 1^ 
the ftq>ptng-ftoiies, and paffing through Rofina'ja 
garden^ fliortened his way to the next village bjr 
«t leaft a nule, he oAen todc the itbertjr of making 
It his road ; thou^, as h^ ttfualljr ftopped to chat 
urith Rc^na, when he (aw flte was not otherwMe 
engaged^ he generally loft more time by tab (hort 
way than he faved by it. x 



CHAP. III. 

THB NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 

THUS, an intimacy foon commenced between 
Lewis and Rofina. His converfation af- 
forded her a pleafing relaxation, for he was the 
only perfon fhe had met with iince her refidence 
in Wales, with whom (he could converfe on any 
equal terms. Mrs. Jenkins, indeed, often vifited 
her I and ihe received the good woman with plea<- 
fiire, becaufe (he truly efteemed and regarded her. 
fittt to reader converfation^ agreeable, fomethii^ 
4 more 
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more is efielitial to an elegant and cultivated oiind 
like that of Rofma. In difcouriing with' people in 
Mrs. Jenkins's ftyle of life, fhe felt as if fhe- was 
Itriving to^exprefs herfelf in an unknown lan- 
guage '.-for, between minds, in* which education 
has inftituted fo great a difparity, there can be no 
reciprocation. of idea, no iimilarity of thought, -nor 
animating flow of vivacity. The fentiments of 
her good friend, like thofe of Auftin, were often 
marked with rufticity, and fometimes debafed by 
vulgarity : bqt fhe liftened to them with feeming 
acquiefcence J for the gentlenefs of her temper 
rendered her averfe to oppofition, even where it 
might be ufeful i and the goodnefs of her under- 
ftanding convinced hei-, that fuperior intelligence, 
had (he even the power of conferring it, would be 
a dangerous and fatal gift* to thofe whofe humble 
ftation in life precluded the enjoyment of enlight- 
ened fociety, and doomed them to an intercourfe 
with their equals, whofe manners would perpe- 
tually create difguft, and whofe •fentiments would 
often excite involuntary contempt. 

In Mr. Lewis, Rofina found a companion of a 
different flamp. Though plain, fimple, and un- 
verfed in the manners of the fafhionable world, 
he pofTeiTed more true good fenfe and ufeful know- 
ledge 
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ledge than many of fhofe who think themfclve^ 
qualified to make a fhining figure in it. 

We ought not to omit acquainting our readers, 
that old Dickey, the jack-afs, Was led home in 
triumph to his former dominions, to the great fa- 
-tisfadlion of Auflin, and no lefs to his own. Ro- 
fina' met him at the gate of the farm-yard; and 
ftroking his face with her white hand, received 
and bade him welcome. 

But now, a new fource of diflrefs and anxiety 
began to difturb the calm which the bofom oF 
Rofina was beginning to partake of. Five weeks 
had elapfed fince her departure from Ireland, and 
no news had yet arrived from it. Every pofl-day 
a mefTenger was difpatched to the next town, in 
. hope of his returning with a letter. Before he 
could have time to return, Rofina afcended the 
high precipice behind the houfe, and fat with her 
eyes intently fixed on the path by which her cou- 
rier was to return. When fhe. perteived him afar 
ofF, fhe defcended to meet him with a hafly flep 
and palpitating heart j and when difappointed in 
' her expedation, fhe turned into the little thicket 
to hide her tears, and to conceal from Auflin the 
gloomy folicitude of her foul. 

One 
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One morning, tiowever, as (he watched the re- 
turn of her meflenger, from her obfervatory, fhc 
faw him advancing with a quicker ftep than ufuali 
and (be fancied, too, that the tune he whiftled was 
in a livelier meafure. Flufhed with unufual hope, 
ftie flew to meei him. The boy held up the letter, 
to (hew it to her, when he perceived her from afar. 
When flie at laft felt in her hands the letter flie 
liad fo anxioufly expelled, and fo ardently wiih- 
cd for, the tears of tendernefs and joy that flowed 
from her eyes, deprived her, for an interval, of the 
power of reading it^ and never was the impaf- 
fioned billet-doux of a favoured lover perufed with 
a fonder emotion of delight than the following 
epiille of Mr. Solomon Stringer, the parifh*clerk» 
It was addcefled to Owen Price, the name under 
which Auftia had deiired him to dire£)r to him. 



THE letter- 
Friend Austin, 

I HAVE received thy epiftle. , 

Verily I rejoice in ffivit and in truth, to be 
Idd of thy welfare. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs ftrange bruits an4 rumours have 
gone abroad throughout the land^ touching thy 
departure and the flight of the young damfeh 

And there be not wanting thofe who wag their 
heads, and fay in their malice^ 

^ Lo, the old man hath taken unto him the 
young virgin. And ibe hath left the houfe of the 
lady of the manor, and the gold, and the filver, 
and the precious moveables, and coftly raiment 
therein, for the love which Ibe bare mtto die old 



But the fire of the Lord Ihall confuroe the liar 
and the mifchief^maker, and fuch as bear in their 
tongues the poiiba of the adder. 

Albeit, the lady of the manor is exceedingly 
forrowful, and ceafeth not to weep and to lament 
night arid day, and to mourn, as it were, in iack- 
cloth and in a(hes, for the departure of the young 
damieL 

And (he fendeth couriers throughout all^he 
land, and pionaifeth rewards of filver and of gold 

unto 
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unto them that (hall bring unto her glad tidings of 
the maiden. 

But, beho!d, no glad tidings hath (he yet ob- 
tained. 

And when Thear thefe things, I hold my peace, 
and utter not a word ; for the difcourle of the fool 
is as the cackling of gcefe, but on the lips of the 
wife fitteth filence. 

« A prating fool, (faith Solomon,) (hall fall." 
And furthermore, « A tale-bearer revealeth fe- 
crets ; but he that is of a feithful fpirit concfealeth 
the mattei." • 

And, behold, not many days are pa(red away 
fince the fon of the lord of the manor is returned 
from a far country. 

And it came to pafs, that the father of the 
young man arofe and went forth to meet him and 
to welcome him ; but the mother remained in her 
own home, for her heart was forrowful on account 
of the departure of the young maiden. 

Never- 



R S I N A. 21 

Neverthelefs, fhe prepared the robe and the 
ring, and killed the fatted calf, and rejoiced greatly 
at his return ; for the youth is of fair and comely 
proportions, and goodly to behold. 

His body is as a young tree that flouriflieth in 
its feafon, and his eyes are like two lamps in the 
fummit of a ftately tower. 

And the voice of feafting. and of rejoicing hath 
been heard in the manfion of his father; and the 
noife of ftringed inftruments has refounded through 
the halls. 

And the youth alfo hath made a mighty ftir, and 
promifeth high reward and favour unto fuch as 
Ihall bring him tidings of the damfel. 

Many there be that might be tempted by thefe 
rich offers ; but for me, I will hold faft my in- 
tegrity, which is more precious unto the wife man 
than treafures of filver, yea than talents of fine 
gold. - 

Wherefore, friend Auftin, caft afidc thy fim- 
plicityi for " milk i3 for children." 

Get 
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Get wifdom, and put a bridle on thy tongue ; 
for it fliall be <^ health to thj navel, and marrow 
to thy bones/' 

And if thou knoweft aught of the young virgin 
that hath fled away, recommend unto her under- 
ftanding; for, ^< as a jewel of gold in^ fwihe's 
fnout, lb is a fair woman without difcretion.*' 

My peace and the peace of the Lord be with 
thee. 

Thine, 

SOLOMON. 



The letter thou didft enclofe unto me was'iafely 
delivered unto the lady of the manor.— —Seeing 
that this our correfpondence is folely for thy ad- 
vantage, methinks it would be difcreet in thee to 
pay the poftage of thy letters. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



O, Luxury ! theu curft by Heaven's decree^ 
How ill exdiang*d are things like thefe £01 thee I 
How do thy potions, with inildious joy, 
DifFufe thy pleafures only to deftroy I 

^ ^ Goldsmith. 

THOUGH one would not imagine, that the 
unnatural and aiFedled ftyle of Mailer So« 
lomon was greatly calculated to move the paffions, 
thofe of RoHna could not have been more agitated 
by the mod elegant and pathetic compofltion. It 
4>oke to her heart ; it pictured the diftrefs of her 
friend at her departure, her folicitude to difcover 
her retreat, her vexation for the ill fuccefs of her 
eSbrts fer this purpofe, which even damped her 

fctif- 
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fatisfafiion at the return of her long-abfent, her 
beloved and only fon. Solomon, it is true, gave 
only the outlines; but the vivid imagination of 
Rofina eafily fupplied all the lights and fhadows 
which were requifite to render the piece unfpeak- 
ably afFeding and ftriking. In the firft .efFufions 
of her fenfibility, fhe wrote the following letter to 
her friend. 



THE LETT£R. 

YOUR fighs for the departure of your Rofina 
have reached her ears, and pierced her heart, even 
in this folitary and fecluded cottage ! The cha-. 
ra£lers which convened to her thefe new inftances 
of your tender remembrance havie been a hundred 
times prefled to her lips 5 — they are ftill wet with 
her tears ! 

Why, too fervent and generous friend,.— why 
thofe inefFedlual efforts to difcoyer^a retfeat^Jn, 
which I have nothing to difturb ,my ferenity but 
the confcioufnefs of thf uneafinefs I occafipn you ! 
Here, as I fit, whilft my own trees wave over me, 
and my own flowers bloom around me,' I am rich,* 
and I am happy. My peaceful" cottage, mantl.?4 
witj} green vines, empurpled with cluftering, grapes, 

and 
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lad brightened by the cheerful fun*beams^ i$ to 
my withes a more defirable refideoce tban die 
fumptuous palace, with all its oftentatioo^ mag^ 
nificence. How often have I feen the manfioits 
of greatnefs inhabited.by the wan fpe^es of dtCl 
content and folicitude; and, avercing tny eyes with 
dilguft, have caft them downwards to the lowly 
cottage of the peafant, in queft of thofe lord/ 
forms of focial happinefs, that holy union of in- 
nocence and peace, fo refreihing to the fpirit5,.and 
exhilarating to the fouL 

Have you not taught me to perceive and to 
defpile chat generally-prevailing error which leads 
mankind to build their hopes of happineft on the 
dpinion of others, inftead of- deriving it from ita 
fupreme (burce, die feelings, of. their own hearts. 
Not for himfelf does the proud man build bt| 
psdaces, raife Us enchanted fliades, turn rivers 
from their channels, and extend his level lawns. 
Tran^rt him, with bis fiury creation, to fome 
defert region, 

« His i^lcndors leflen, and fai« gloriet ilirinkl** 

Were we to renounce this vain ambition o f 
diftin£tion, the voice of nature might again be 
Vol. III. C hcardft 
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btard* Charmed with ber •nobie fimplicity, V^ 
might once» more learn to Je)igtit tn thofe mn^cent 
nnd' rvtrsi occopatloris- which are coftgehial with 
the beft afFeSions of the he^rt. Like the children 
of the patriarchs, we might lead our flocks through 
peaceful^aiid iiiMiing-psiftures, -And draw Water- to 
r^freih- them from the filver fprings. Ah, who 
ran behold: thofe beautiful 'and 8|fFe<9|ing pi^tires 
of primitive happin^fs, fo lovely in its ^mpHcity, 
Ib^jenviable 'in its tranquillity, and ntointain diat 
mankind have not degenerated 1 froovithe victtte of 
their anceftors. 

Why wHlimy deare^ft Hedor, too,4iiK$reafe^my 
regoetsandirepinings-at themeceiEity thai feparates 
^tts, byih& fruitlefl endeayoors to^^difeover^my ot- 
fcore rfiGcfe. iLet.bim xebiemUer.thathe^s. him* 
'felf ihe irbker of m^ ddftiayibldt )himl rettleiliber 
that this: pronounUng. a>li9w> myftib words: wiU 
break! the ^tallfihan, and (et>me.aiiibierty,>^iX>,'itiy 
ever-dear and ever-valued friends, ad ^tiie hart 
panteth for ftreams of living water,( even^fo^loes 
the foul of your Rofina thirft for your fociety ! 



ROSINA 
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ROSINA Jiad juft finifhed Bcr letter whett 
.Auftin, who had been abfent about fome bufinefsy 
returned tq the cottage. She gave him his friend 
Solomon's epiftle to perufe, . 

« Well, (faid he when be had read k,) didn^t 
I tell you true, when. I faid what a fine letter he 
could pen Y I proteft it is as good as the bible* 
But be*s a queer cogger for all that : and for ail 
the fufs he keeps about focds and wife men, and 
keeping of fecrets, I would not'truft hioi a bi|; 
fooner than hfs neighbour.s,Ayhen a purfe of money 
comed,,ip hijr .way; for h^'s as <[eqp as a draw- 
jwell, and I promife you he'd put his finger in a 
man's eye as foon as another." 

. <<, By ihU' account, Auftin, (faid Roflaa, fome* 
^wW ^a^:me|l,^be was a very. Ijad fiQxiQXi ,to entruft 
.with our fecpt*." ;^ , 

«* O, as to matter of that, (returned Auftin,) 
.W^e'jre fafe qfiough ;• for I took, care to get a haaK 
over hirn^,. as- 1; told, you I would. The very ni2:ht 
before we left Belle-Vue, I nude him ta^^t. his 

■ C 2 v^.'.. 
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•ath upon the diurch-bible, (becaufe I thought &e 
would have more refpev^ for that than for a com- 
mon prayer-book, you fee,) that, come whs|t 
would, he wouldn't on no account let no one know 
nothing in the world atbout neither of us. The 
old badger boggled a little at the iirft going off; 
but when I told him, how that if he didn't do every 
thing that I would have him for to do, I would 
put my bond forthwith into the lawyer's hands, 
and. make an example of him. He madci no more 
bones about the matter, but fwore at a great rate 
without more ado.— -So, you fee, we are fnug 
enough in that point.'* 

Mr. Lewis perfuaded his mother to vilit Ro- 
"fina, and to invite her to her houft. The good 
lady faw nothing in Rofina's appearance or man- 
ners, to difcredit the report which had been cir- 
culated in refpedl to her origin and education* 
On the contrary, the unafFe£ted (imfAicity and 
modeft gentlencfs of her demeanour were attri- 
buted to a confcioufnefs of the meannefs drher 
©wn dcfcent. 

«« Shcr is 'indeed a very decent girl, (&id' Mrs. 
Lewis,) ah^ gives herfelf no kind of airs's for ihe 
has fenfe enough to knpw> that her having got ah 

cducatioa 
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edttcation by the wheel of fortune docs not (et her 
on a level with people that have high blood ia 
their veins : fo that, though it ts plain &e knows 
more than many that are better born^ (he never 
pretends to contradi£i or argue with any ftiffhefs, 
well knowing that it becomes people of no birth 
to fubmit to their fuperiors. Indeed, (be is veqr 
modeft, and has a diffident manner that fiiews (be 
has feen very little of high company,'* 

Mr. Lewis fmiied at th^e obfervations^ but re« 
plied not to thenu 

But, had the mind of Mrs« Lewis been enlarged 
by more extendve vievi^s of fociety than the little 
XK>ok to which (he had been coofined by fate af« 
forded her^ (he might have learned to derive the 
(ame eSe^s from very oppoflte caufes> and to 
perceive that humility, <^r at leaft its fiditiotm 
refemblance, is abfolutely eflential fo politene(s, 
and moil frequently diftinguiihes perfons of the - 
higheft rank and moft liberal education. Humi • 
!ity is the parent of gentlenefi and courtefy ; and 
where the mental mine afiwds not the true dia- 
mond, politenefs fupplies an artifictal gem, which 
has all the apparent brilliancy of the real. We 
deny not that perfons of rank are often vain of 
C 3 fuper- 



\ 



go it'OS'INAl" 

fuperficlal attainments, proud of their adventitious 
diftin£Uons> and arrogant to thoftf whom they re- 
gard as their inferiors ; out we may pronounce 
with certainty,, that when thofe qualities predo- 
minate in their manners, they are'not polite* ^ '/ 



THE KARRATirE CONTINUBDk 



Tq me tn6t€ dear/ coftgthial to niyli^rtv^' ' * 
Ori<; native cHarm, tlAn'jill the^gloli of art- j? 

* Spontaneous j<>y8i v^^ernatupe hai ito playr ~ ^ 

The icnfl adopts> asd oWas their firlt-bom iWay* « 

GOLDSMITB,. 

THUS glided gway the ho^rs of Rofuja in a 
ferene obfcufity, Bleft wi^ youth>. with 
health, and a flow of animal fpirlts; peculiarly g;09d^ 
with a ftrong perception: of intelleftual pleafure^ 
and the .glow of fe!f-fatisfa£lion, whi.ch the' cottr 
fcioufiiefs of innocence ^iiFufes through the young 

mind 
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(nind, there needed Jittle to er^fure' ttrp felicity of 
fujch a bofbm, hat; .to leave it^o the{>9aceabIe;pQf-< 
feffio^ of i^felf. Yet nevy^, fpurccs of enjoyment 
feemed toroj;xei> them/elv.es toJ^r ixund; her ex- 
iftence ieemed to derjve 2^ new charm from im 
variety^ and ennuf was, precluded by; continual 
occupation. Roiina could eafily reUpquiilt the 
luxury, of. opulence; but its. neatnefs fhe could not 
difpenfe with. As her female attend^t was in- 
adequate to the t^fk of maintaining inr her. little «, 
houfehold the decency and regularity vvjiiqh fhe 
wiQied to preferve, (he was often. obliged* to aflift 
Jwr; But, tliefp dpmeftic emplojwncwts J^qre/ ac- 
cpHppanied by no fentiment ofvdegra^ajtion;; onthe 
corKrary, her warm imagination foothed her with 
flatteriiig ideas. of heroic virtue, in this preference 
of an.i h^nourablp poverty^ to the fervile Qaacklqs 
cf dependence. She caft a r^rofpe^ive v,iew on 
j^ofeiIIu({:rious;ages when honour, Surrounded by 
^e fimple and modeft virtues, loved to walk the 
fequeftered vale of life, aud. glory threw a facred 
radiance over the humble retreats of voluntary 
poverty/. Curtius,^ when the aunbafipdors cf the 
S^mnitcs found him prepariag ve^ctiibles for his 
dinner^ Cincinnatus leaning oj^th*^. pl^^^^h, ap- 
peared to the unpervcrted idtas of Rofuia, obj,eCts 
suu-e ii^tereiting^ more awful, and more glorious^ 
C 4 tuaa 
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than the inrenfate conqueror of the world returh- 
)ng in triumph Co his country^ followed by captive 
monarcbs, and laden with the fpoils of the van* 
qui&ed. The* glory of the proud Grecian feemed 
to refemble thofe artificial fires that play and glit- 
ter for an interval in the eyes of a giddy pc^ulace^ 
whilft the Roman virtue (bone on high, like fome 
diflinguifhed ftar, with a ileady^nd ferene mag« 
niHcence, a permanent and oinborrowed luftre that 
brightened the furrounding fhades of indigence and 
obfcurity. 

Of fuch a ftamp were the reflections of Rofina^ 
whilft (he infpe^^d the economy of her little 
hoiifeholdj or plucked away the weeds in the gar- 
den, and aififted Auilin in the cultivation of his 
flower?. Though "(he rofe early, the hours were 
never tedious, (or Hhe knew how to vary and im- 
f rove them, by mrngling cfegant amufement with 
ufeful occupation. Books, mufic, drawing, ffudy, 
filled up every leifure interval of her time, and 
often made her regret its too-rapid flight. Her 
mind by degrees became more occupied by prefent 
objefls, and lefs attached to the abfent. Her 
friendfbip for Mrs. Fitzofborne was the leading 
principle of her mind: out, though abfence feemed 
to increafe her affection for that ine(limabU friend, 

her 
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her regrets at their feparation became lels poignant* 
The idea of becoming more worthy of the friend* 
Ihip of this beloved prote<9refs, ftripped ftudy of 
its thorns, and ftimuktcd her efforts to arrive at 
perfe£lion in every liberal and elegant attainment* 
Winter approached, and its *< glooms and hor* 
rors/* though not congenial with the feelings of 
Roilna^ were beheld by her without difmay i for 
(he knew (he (bould have lefs temptation to ramble 
and be idle,, and letfure to purfue her ftudies widi 
a fevecer iiiduilryi. 

Sofomon, now that Roftna took care that aS the 
letters addrefled to him (hould go poft-paid, be- 
came a very pundual correfpondent; and Rofina 
had the (atis&dion of hearing at leaft in general 
terms of the welfare of her friends. 

Lewis^ too^ frequentTy vifited her; and his pfeaA* 
ing converfation beguiled the tedioufneft of many 
a winter evening.. Thus glided away the ferene 
and innocent hours of our young cottager till 
^ringi ^^ fw;eet fpring, with breath favonianf 
returned to fertilize and ^mbellifh her little ter- 
litory* 
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THE NARRATIVE CO^flNUElK 



^veet daiiglitir of a rough^and (tonaj firjt,. . 
4 ^ Hoar Winter's bloonuog (hild> delightful Spring I 
Whofe unftiorn IpcksL with leaves 
And fweling buds are crownM. 

Mrs. Barbavld« 

THOSE whip have never pafled the lieavy 
hours of winter in the country', who have 
\ jpever liftehed to the howling blafts and beatifig 
rains of the noftuVnal tempeft amidft the tinfodal 
arearihefs of a IblFtary corifinemerit, ndf, diy aftfer 
day, been fated with the fame unvarying, daazling^ 
tirefome wafte< of fnow, can fcarcely conceive.with. 
what rapture this delig|itful vifitaat is received and 

weicon^d 



1 O S I W Jt '^5 

weloomed by the lonely reclufe. £v«ry trifling 
circufnfiaace that proclaims her a^riyaU becomes 
an object of imereft^-^the burfting bud, the e^-^ 
panding blofTom, the violet peeping through its 
green foliage, the crbcaiTes, when burfting from 
the. lingering fnows^-i-^ey emhroides the bordocs 
with pur^e ;a<id gold*. 

The Juvenile gaiety of chiUboodi that firft fvjrejet 

fpring of nature, feemed to be reftored to Rofina» 

*^ Methinks, ((aid ibe^ as ihfi r^ble4 over the 

adjaotnt mouaCains» mi ^pped fsom cl^ff tp cliff,) 

' jDcthinks I £cei as if the retivrning fui^i ^ad called 

« me. kito a: new ftate of exiftenceii \^9, ^e flowed 

^ diat bloom around nie» 0|. Natut^, b^D^volent 

mother of nfankind, foiu'ce of innocent delight^ 

•parent of pleafyie^ no lefs in^^i^ftible than. f(ur^ I 

Why ivsll npt thy pierverfe and. waj^ard^o^pring 

learn to. content tbemfelvps with^ ^e ti|'^!:ious gifts 

thou -conlerefi \ Thine 3ce tlie.fw.eet vei^duire of 

the fpring, the radknce o£ the fummer i]ay>; the 

glowing iandfcapos o£^uUm^> ajJl.tM.^ ^^}^K 
. all fiat is (ubiime. Why xh^ix descending from the. 

face oS (ky^ why wiiltihey plunge Aiita i;hy dark ai^d "* 
. lecret recedes, in fe^rcb of tijeafures tp wbi(;h tb^r 

Awaxapricioas fancies have .«d£x6d an im^Wf^f 
. 'taluarion I" , ) 

C 6 Such 
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Such were often the folitary (bliloqutes of Ro« 
fina ^ and fuch, doubtler89 are often the reflnSioAS 
of every young and fervid imagination* 

There is,' however, no ftate of life exempt from 
vexation. I'his is the moft trite of all obfervations,^ 
and ic is natural that it fhould be fo; jfor men wU 
fpeak from their experience ; and tvhat is conftantly 
felt will be conftandy repealed. 

Rofina had fallen into an error common to alt 
thofe who are unaccuftomed to laying out money, 
that of imagining it will reach much fartber than 
on experience it is found to do. She had fancied 
that in the plain and frugal manner in which (he 
had determined to regulate, and to provide for her 
little houfehold, it would be long ere ihe could 
fpend (o large a fum as (he had brought with her 
from Ireland ; but now, on examining the (late bf 
' her finances^ fhe was almoft perfuadcd to beUere 
that her riches had, literally fpeaking, made tbem- 
felrles wings and flown away ; and, had fhe not 
kept a regular account of her difburfements, Ihe 
could fcarcely have been perfuaded, that fame of 
her money had not been loft, when (he found (he 
had but fifty guineas remaining in her purfe. • la* 
deed^ when we confider that (be had incurred the 

. ' expences 
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ffxpenceS of a long journey, purcfaafed a farnif and 
ftocked it, furnilhed a boufe, and inaintained a fau- 
snily for feven months, and had confecrated^ be- 
fides, a very lar^e tythe of her little pittance to the 
purpofes of benevolence, we fhall be more inclined 
to give her credit for economy, than to cenfure her 
for. prodigality. However, flie very plainly fore- 
law that h^ little (lock oould not i^pport her much 
longer s and flie fet herfelf to refledl ferioufly on 
i^ays and means to increaie it. Some of her do- 
sneftic expences (he had determined to retrench ; 
tmt thefe were h few and lb triflings that they could 
be of little eiFe<^ i. and any applicatipn for a fupply 
to Mrs. Fitzoiborne^ would infallibly difcover the 
fecret of her retreat, and by that means render her 
flight from Ireland ineffedual.. 

Qtte morningf whiMl her thougbts^ were huEty 
engaged on this .fubjefl, ihe was intercupted by a 
vifit from her good neighbour, Mrs. Lewis. Their 
converlation turned, as ufual, on economic fub- 
}e£ts. RoTmat vrith great pride of heart, exhibited 
divers hanks of yam, whkh her hand-maiden had 
^un for her during the kifure of the long winter 
evenings, and confulted her friend in refpe£i to the 
beft method of having them woven into diaper for 
taUe-linen. Mr$» Lewis was th^n uihered into 

the 



ihe dairyi and fromi thence into the garden. She 
"Wsut profufe in her commendations on Refina's 
gobd houfewifery, and gare Auftin no lefs ^raife 
for the neatnefs of his garden^ and the beauty of 
his flowers. 

•* ^otr haye 'a dea! of good gard^en Auffhere^ 
'(ifkid Mrs. Lewis ^} what do you aiea& to d6 with 
'iCaU?'*' ' '.••',: 

^ If we havemore than fofficient fqr onr own. 
' family, (relied, RbfifiO)}. I dare^ iay: fome. of. our 
iieighbours • will willingly* accept of the^over^ 

plus/* . •' ':.:•••• . . 

« A &ie ftory, ifi*ie<l^ '(ftid Mrsi Lewis,) that 
your poor old father fhould be toiling and labouring 
\t6 ftlpport a p^cel of fazy,idle^ drones ! If they 
i want vetgetaMes^ let them- ct(ltivate them &r diem-* 
• felves :• fitter for him tolqad that lazy brute of an; 
- afs wi^th them, and xlrive him off before him to the 
. nextmarloet^tow^as the man. that Jived h^re befE»ve 
^him uied to do : and a very i^retty penny be might 
hav& made of this garden, i promiii: you, * if it h^d: 
: not beea for his own idkiieiiB,'* . 



ftofina, who was r'eafly much pleafed with thi^ 
hint, thanked Mrs. Lewis for it, and faid (he would 
propofe this fchetne. to her fatheti. 

« But, (faid Mrs. Lewis,) you have {hewed 
me hone of your own work ; and I dare lay you 
are too notable and difcrect to haVe been Idle all 
''the winter.'* 

RoHna replied, that the management of her do^ 
xneftic affairs occupied a conflderable portion of 
her timey and that, when fhe had any leifure^ ibc 
wi(hed to devote it td reading*. 

Mrs. Lewis /book l^rhead.— " And what 
'hooks; ((aid fhe,} do you ufuaJly read ?" 

RoHna replied, that hiflory and poetry were her 
favourite ftudies, varied at intervals with thofe ele* 
' gant and ihftrudlive moral writings which abound 
in the prjefent ageJ*' 

'^^ Between, you and me^ then (returned. Mrs.. 

' Lewis>) I think you might employ your time to a- 

•great deal better purpofe.^ Not but that I think it 

Was an advantage to you to be taught to read and 

Writbi &1: pe6pt^ in ikllftations of life iLouId k/iow 

"^ hav» 
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how to read the Bible and the Whole Dutjt oC 
Man. But as to die reft, it is all vani^ and vex^ 
ation of fpirit, except fome excellent books of 
cookery, and the Family Phyiician, which no wo- 
man ihould ever be without. . My Ton, indeed) 
ufed to read hiftory books to me (bmetimes in the 
winter nights; but I don't Dee what great tm-^ 
provement there can be in knowing what people 
did two or three thoufand years ago, and the crueU 
ties they exercifed, that are enough to make one's 
hair ffand on end. And befides, they have all of 
them fuch hard out-of-the-way names, that I never 
could tell which was which, or diftijagui^Qi one of 
them from the other. Then, as to your poetry 
books, they are all little better than mere nonfenfe t 
not that I'm lb ftri£k as not to like a good 
fong as well as another : but there's Pope's Rape 
of the Lock, for inftance, that you'll hear people 
cry up fb wonderfully, whsLt a deal of fluff he fpios 
you out of a mere nothing, all about a lock of hair 
that was cut off a young gentlewoman's he^d*. A 
hundred locks may be cut and reaped, and people 
don't think it worth their while to. trouble ^eir 
heads with fuch fooleries.. Then he brings in fpi« 
rits and fairies, and a hundred other improbable 
whim*whams } but, for my own part, as I fay; to 
my fon> I would faia fee wh(?re the moral lii:s. 

However^ 
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However, though thefe poetry books are fboliih 
enough, they are not half fo bad as your romance 
bodes, like Pamela there, fliewing how low crea- 
tures may be married to great lords, and men of 
fortune; and if it fliould come in your way, I 
charge you not to read it: there's no anfwering 
for what firange vagaries it might put into youi 
head/'. 

Rofina, who was no violent admirer of Richard* 
ion's firft heroine, very readily promifed Mrs* 
Lewis to obey her injund^ions* 

^< Nothing can be more pernicious to yoaiq; 
people than ftuff of this kind, (continued Mrs. 
Xrewis ;) and if the authors of them were all hang« 
ed, it would be no lofs to fociety*^' 

<^ That, (faid Rofina, imillng,) would be rather 
a fcvere deftiny." 

<^ Not much worfe than they deferve^ (returned 
Mrs. Lewis;) for, 'even when they do reprefent 
worthy charaScrs fb^etimes,t how do they fervc 
them? Why, torment and perfecute them with 
all manner of ajffli^tions from one end' of the book 
to the other, and very ^ften kill them outright by 

the^ 



the miredint of Hand tu/age,- • JIow, J t^ink .there's 
fomethingfanialeVokxit iind ill-paturie4 in- creati^g^ 
as it were, a parcel of be^ings,. for no other purpofe 
that we can fee upon the /ace of jthef earth, but 
* that of heaping! misfertuDe Upon igni^fartune;, ac\!d 
makmg th^m die of broken b^aiMiSy^tbfitiit is down-^ 
light inhuman and harfaarou$»" .9 . 

" Inuced, (faid Rofina,) I join with you in 
thinking that novels fbouid by no- means be the 
fifft'bcioks which are. put into ^thfthands:Qf ypun{- 
people; but when the min4 has.l^^en {xr^ared by 
previous inftrudlion, many of them, I fhould ima- 
giiii?,;might'be r<sad without danger, and niany with 
advantagfi.?... . . . 1 

" Advantagdl(repeat^::Mr^. Lewis, I can^t 
for my life fee what advantage any one can receive 
fboDQ reading Jpng ftri'ftg^ pfnpnfenfe, without one 
word of truth from beginning to end. of them^'* • 

f* That,.(returncd Rpfmay) which i& not.pf&red 
<with ^n^iitilenlioh to d^ceiyje^^ c^innot, w^t^ guiiice> 
.be ^ccu(bd. jpf^falfebood; ,;Whilft' we gaze with 
Admirarion on a fine pamtipg) we )ief;ome almoft 
uncbmcious that,'ltke-Narcifl'us, we are enamoured 
ctf aiaadow« And> wtib» it-not ift compaiSpn to 
:• i the 



tfie dreary track, 'whicli* the wifJont ofProvidenoB' 
has deftin'ed us'to tread, that his^ b'encvolencc 'min*'* 
^ed with 'out ffkih6lllis happy creduUtyj this fbn* 
propendty to derive real felicity from rmaginarjK 
iburces. Ah, if a*higgia?d and <unpropttt<5us ftar 
prefided at iriy liativity ! tf fbrtunfe fas ftrewcd niy 
path'wth th'orfis arrdthlftlesi ^iti Ho be ^erifured 
if I fometimes ftep afide into the inviting labyrinths 
of fidion, to recruit my exhaufted fpirits, and re- 




^Vefy hdifetaltriti'ct^^if^' tender arfeaioh,' that 
ciialts' arid' (Bgfflfits humanity} ftemfs to- expand 
ftfelf i and is irpoffiWe for a yoiing arid fiifcepiSbte 
thind tif behold^ tbe fertn x>f Yirt\re*pei*pfetliany difr 
^lAyfed'th* tike'riiijiV-'l^VcljIr' ahi engagihg'^igh'ts^ 
without feeling' an- ambitibh tO'aflifnrfatA withthd 
obje£t of its paf&onate admiration. Our caftle 
builders h^Ve ddiigcons for thi vicious,' as^weffas 
pyfi'an gardens for the virtuous; Our favoui*if(* 
chardfteV-s, it' lis true, are ' Ibmetitrie* ^petfectrtett 
even to the ^hd," by adverfity,'arfd' nature could ii^fc 
be truly repreferited were it othferwife^ but,- evert 
when they fink u'nder accumulated cafamlties,tlMJ 
feverity of their deftiny is foftened by fo many al- 
leviating circumfiances, fuch ennobHiig ientiment«s 

.of 
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of iympatlr|r and admiration, that even In death, 
tbey conquer ; and fiich wreaths of immortal ho- 
nour hover over the unfpotted martyrs, that the 
world and all its evaneicent glories .fe^m to flirink 
into annihilation i and our hearts retain a deep 
unpreiSon, that the moft poignant fufFerings of 
virtue are more enviable than the proudeft exuka* 
tions of triumphant vice/' 

RoGna, who, like moft other girls of fenfibilitjr,, 
.had no averfion to novels, had forgotte;n her ufuat 
circumfpedion and for once bad fuffered herfelf to 
be led away by the-warmthof herfeelmgs^ without 
once adverting tp the charaifler of the perfoh to 
whom (he addreflfed herfelf: and Mrs. Lewis, wha 
beheld with furprife tbe^ animation, that fparkled ia 
her eyes as ihe fpoke, looked as if i^e fufpe^d her 
intelle^ of being a little deranged. ^ 

<^ At any rate, (fald the good lady,) it is all 
mere imagination ; and I think it is the fiUieft thing 
in this world to fee people crying, and, piping, and 
fretting themfelyes at fluff which they know well 
enough, all the time, has not one word of truth in 
it; and the more efpecially, becaufe, if people have 
a mind to be ibrrowful, they may generally find 
fomething to cry at, without filhing it out of ro« 

mane 
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inance books. If jou would take my advice, your 
would get jrourfelf a ftocking to knit, or fome- 
thing in that way; for it is nothing- in the world 
but idlenefs, and not knowing what eife to do with 
their time, diat makes any one look into fuch 
trafli." 

«< Indeed, (faid Rofina, fmiling,) I believe that 
motive is in general very prevalent, both -with the 
readers and writers of novels* But, to convince 
you I have not been entirely idle, if you will re- 
turn with me to the houfe, {will ibew you fomt 
of my workt'^ 

When they reached the houfe, Rofina exhibited 
to Mrs« Lewis fome very elegant landlcapet and 
flower-pieces, which ihe had amuTed herfelf in 
painting during the winter. 

« Whyi yes, (faid Mrs. Lewis,) thtfe are very 
pretty, if there was any ufe in them. But^ccom- 
plUhments of this kind are quite out of your fphere 
of life t and, in my opinion, the lady that brought 
you up, would have afied a wifer party and done 
you better ferviee, if (be had i^prenticed you to 
fome good trade ot other. Not but abunihnce #f 

people 
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jpeople m»ke atvery decent livelihood by. gewga^ifS 
«f this kir\d ; ^nd if you were to paint fom.e ihawjls 
and ribbon$». and things of that fort, it is very poi^- 
fible I might . be able to. difpofe of them to good 
«ad vantage for you; for now, that the we;^ther i^ 
coming in fine, I fhall go about vifiting a good 
deal among the neighbouring gentry/' 

, .K<)fm*tbftn|^edMr3^L€wK'(or hef advtce.j zxk^ 
.the k>w iUte .of ber finance^ determined her to 
pcofit by it witl\out delay, Mrs.. Lewis offered to 
^et. whatever materials, (he might have occaiion 
for purchafed for her: and* as foon as jR9(Uiai rf^« 
ceived them, Ifae fet about her work with great 
liil^c^tyaad.aljfluity, . ;. , .,: ; ^ v..:. j..; . r 

1 We wiU not,? hfti«evjeft ^Yejr,;th^t pur.you^ 
heroine was altogether a phjlofppher; tbatnofen- 
timent of regret ever mingled itfelf with this avo- 
/:a^o«^ tfiatj no figh' ever. -Reaped.. fironf: her.^bo* 
JcMa5i,;.o9iCQntra^ing jjexj/ofnfer (ifu^tioa.w\th ,b^r 
prpibnt. : , ..... ],^' •, .. ; .1 

>* lY:^^v¥by,. (fHid^ffee,).;(hauld I regret, a fete 
<wlli«b>jd>q Ipt^ teiPign? hia fe|^..to9,jjT«(}iij;h I 

::fcBrei^fiBRdjfrfijt'ehoi>;A::^oj:.agasy^^ 

>:..' ^ fity. 
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fiiy. If I regret the fhackles I have relinquifbed, 
why not refume them ^ Or if thofe (hackles are 
deteftable) have ,1 .npt^ pother alternative? Are 
not the arms of my friend open to receive me ? 
Is (he not ready to quit for me a hufband, beneath 
whofe roof flie can afford me no peaceful afylum ? 
Shall I then repine^ at ap obfcurfty which my foul 
prefers to a hateful dependence; or to the painful 
confcioufnefs of having feduced from her duty the 
friend mdft loved and valued? Awtiy>'then, ye 
vain regrets ! Welcome, honcfl: itiduftry and ho- 
nourable poverty ! Self-fatisfieJ, felf-fupported, 
and independent, I am*^fFee>->-and iball I not be 
happy!** 
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CHAP. VII. 



TflS NARllAriTS CONTINVBD. 



Sec fome llrange bleiling every ftate att^d. 
And pride, beftowcd on all, a common friends 

ROSIN A mentioned to Auftinthe plan which 
Mrs. Lewis had chalked out for him, in 
refped to turning his garden to account. The 
4>lood mounted to his cheeks at thit propdal ; and 
he replied with an air of mingled pique and mor- 
tification, that, ^^ to be Aire, as the garden and 
every thing in it was her's, (he had a right to make 
frhat ule4he pleafed of thern^ but as lo the matter 

<4 
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%rhis driving a jack-afs to market, thoMgh, thank 
God, he was not proud, and would be willing to 
turn his hand ta any thing, yet it muft needs look 
very comical if any of his old acquaintance fliould 
meet htm, that had always been a head gardener in 
the families of topping gentlemen, driving an afs 
with a pair of panniers on before him. They muft 
think the world was come very low with him, 
indeed]'* 

Rofina fmiled *^o fee that Ae rainity of felf-con- 
fequence is as predominant a paffion in the bofom 
of the {)eafant9 as in that of the peer« 

<« Far be it from mc, my worthy friend, (faid 
flic,) to wilh you to do any tfair^ that could hurt 
die feelings of your heart* I never meant that 
you fbould yourfelf have the fatigue of driving the 
afs to market ; but I ihoirid think we might con- 
trive, to hire fome honeft perfon for that purpofe; 
and for my own part» Auftin, I have been taught 
to think, that there can be nothing degrading in 
the exertions of neceflary induftry. See, (faid 
fhe, pointing to her work,) I have not been 
idle. Mrs. Lewis has been fo good ^^ to promife 
to fell thefe things for me; for, to acknowledge 

you UL D the 
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the trutbi Auftin, my caih is running rather 
low." 

Auftin turned from Rofina, and went to the 
door without ipeaking. Fearful of having dif« 
pleafed, (he followed him, and beheld the big drops- 
rolling down his white beard. 

«< My dear Auftin, my worthieft friend, (faid 
Rofina,^ why are you thus aiFe£fced I If I have 
faid any thing- to hurt you ■ » ." ^ 

<< O, no, no, (^id Auftin^ fobbing,) it is not 
that; but how oan I help it, to fee your father's 
daughter reduced to fuch apafs, as to live by^the 
work of her own hands, and to think, that all the 
time I have money lying by me, hot doing a far-* 
thing's worth of good to myfelf, nor to any body 
elfe ! and then, that I fhould have the fooliih pride 
in me, to be a(hamed of going to m&rket with the 
afsy while yoii are fitting here, working your fiiw 
gers to the bone to maintain me !" 

A very afFeding fcene took place between Ro<» 
iina and her old friend. 

The 
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The next mornii^ Auflin, without having 
mentioned a word of the matter, arofe before fun- 
rife; and, having borrowed a pair of panniers, 
iluflFed them well with vegetables, and loaded his 
afs. Rofina, at her rifing, found him ready to 
depart. He bade her good jnorning with a gay 
and cheerful fmile, and drove Dickey out of the 
farm-yard before him, with that air of contented 
felf-complacency which, in a good mind, natu- 
rally refults from the confcioufnefs of having tri- 
umphed over fome little paffion or unworthy pre- 
judice. 

Thus pafTed away the hours of Rofina, and fuch 
was her fituation at the aera when we iirft intro- 
duced her to the acquaintance of our readers* 
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CHAP. VIII. 



OCCURRENCES AT THE COTTAGE. 



Ui^tke the dames of modern daysy 

Who general homage claim* 
Who court the univerial gaze, 

, And pant for public fiune* 

ROSINA gave Lord Raymond no more than 
a very curfory account of many of the cir- 
cumftances here related at large, and paflfed the 
greateft part of them over in total filence. She 
had repeated nothing but what appeared neceflary 
to the vindication of her own condu£t, and its 
juftification in the opinion of a perfon for whofe 
efteem ihe could not forbear ftill feeling a very 
firong folicitude. Since hex firft acquaintance 

with 
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with Lord Raymond, more than two years had 
elapfed ; and as, in that interval, {be had had fuf- 
ficicnt opportunities to remark the gallantries in 
which men of £i(hion, without fcruple, indulge 
themfelvesi his conduct in refpedi to her no lon- 
ger appeared in the stry criminal light in which 
(he had once beheld it; and (he was now more 
inclined to cenfure her own vanity and ignorance 
of the world, in fo readily mifconftruing a little 
frivolous gallantry, into a fcrious attachment. 

^< And now, (faid Rofina to Lord Raymond^ 
when file had (iniflied her fiory,} can you cenfure 
me for having thrown off a dependence embittered 
by infidt and reproach, and fought a refuge from 
the ^< proud man's contumely,'' in the bofom of 
this peaceful retirement? Dear manfion! ((he 
cried, turning towards the cottage,) fwcet fcene 
of innocence and peace ! From the moment I 
croflR^ thy threfhold, content and joy feemed to be 
reftored to my agitated bofom/' 

«< Roflna, (erred Lord Raymond,) you a(loni(h 
and enchant me ! How I admire the greatnefs of 
your foul ! How I revere the philofophic dignity 
of your fentimcnts !'* 

D 3 " Hold, 
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«< Hold, hold, my Lord, (faid Rofina, finQing,} 
you forget you addrefs yourfelf to a fimple cottager. 
Confider how many months I have been aecuftom- 
ed to liften only to the artlefs language of fincericy. 
Thefe flights are quite too elevated for my prefent 
iituation. But Qur conference has already lafted 
too long. I muft infift on your retiring inftantly i 
and I muft alfo entreat that this may be the laft 
time of your attempting to fee me alone/' 

" But why fo fevere an injundlion ? (faid Lord 
Raymond. ] Why will you deny me almpft the 
only fatisfa£):ion which this folitary corner of the 
world can afford me f What ill confequexicc could 
poffibly refult from your allowing me the happinefa 
of fomctimes feeing and converfing with you V* 

«* A very ill confequence, (retviracd Rofina j) 
it would involve me in cenfure.'* 

*« How weak an argument J (faid Lord Ray- 
mond.) When fecure incpnfcious reflitude, (ball 
we not defpife the pointlefs ar-rows of undeferved 
reproach? Is not fo groundlefs an appreheniion 
utterly inconfiftent with the noblenefs of mind, and 
fteadinefs of refolution, of which, in other in- 
fiancef, yaur conduct has evinced you fo capable.'* 

** Where 
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'* Where I was conscious that cenfure was un- 
merited, (returned Rofuia,) I would endeavour to 
fupport it with fortitude} but that reproach ckn 
never be undeferved which is voluntarily and un« 
neceiTarily incurred. And I am perfuaded, that 
there is more true noblenefs of mind in yielding to 
pun<^iIios eftabliihed by cuftom, than in infolently 
prefuming to fet the opinions of the world at 
defiance/' 

" You will, however, allow me to fey," replied 

Lord Raymond, — .— — 

<< No, no, (interrupted Roftna, with an air of 
yivacity,} 1 mil allow you to fay nothing more^ 
either on this fubje<^ or on any other. On this 
point I am' already abfolutely determined, and am 
therefore unwilling your eloquence ihould be 
thrown away. Beildes, I am really uneafy at the 
length of your vifit, and muft iafiil on your leaving 
me immediately." 

Perceiving that ihe was exceedingly diftrefled at 
bis flay, he at length relu^bmiy departed. 

But, whatever exterior indications of admiration 

be might bave thought it necdSary to exhibit du« 
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ring the courfe of this interview, and whatever 
.£ff>eomiuiiis he migat have deemed hioifelf obliged 
to lavifh on Rofina's fenfibility, delicacy, and for* 
t'tude, he would have been much better latisfied 
to have found her di veiled of- qualities which he 
regarded as the nonfeniical effufions of a romantic 
imagination, and in which he feared he (hould find 
formidable obftacles to a defign which every in- 
terview with Rofina rendered more dear to hi» 
wiflies. On every account, he perceived it was 
Aeceflary to proceed with the utmoft circum(pec« 
tion^-^to alarm her virtue, would have been to 
place her beyond his hopes for ever. He percei v« 
edj to his infinite mortification, that, far from hav- 
iog forfeited the favour of her benefacSrefs by mif^ 
cohduft, (he was, if poffible, higher than ever in 
her eftimation; and that, fhould any emergency 
oblige her to apply to Mrs. Fitzofborne for ai^ 
fiftance, (he would fly to her the ipoment (he was 
informed of th^ place of her retreat. 

Influenced bv thefe confiderations, he deter* 
mined to reprefs his feelings, and refrain from^nj 
of thofe warm expreflions of admiration which 
might alarm Rofma's delicacy. In her little tale^ 
ihe had laid her heart open to his view : pride and 
gratitude, be remarked, were its predominant paf^ 

(iona ; 
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fions; and his poJicy diAated to him, diat to in« 
tereft the latter) without alarming the fonnert 
would be the moft certain means of enfuring foe- 
cefs. He therefore determined to conceal the lorcr^ 
for a time at leaft, under the maik of the fwcetm 
and diiinterefted friend. 



CHAP, IX, 

THE DUPLICITY OF A COVRTItR. 



Damaik buds the rofe adorn. 
But beneath *em lurks the thomt 
Fair and flowery is the brake» 
Yet it hides the vengeful ibake* 

Shbnstonb, 

LORD ^RAYMOND returned home; and in 
the evening Sir Gregory propofed to htm 
another walk, to the cottage, to which his lordibip 
confented, in pure indulgence to the paifion of hi$ 
firlend, 
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*< It k fitting, ((kid the baroiiet» as tfaej walked 
along,.) it is fitting that J (hould fee a little farther 
into this here matter, before I go too far to get off 
again. There's no good in being in a hurry :««• 
people ihould alivays look before they leap.'* 

^« Very true, (replied Lord Raymond, who, for 
his own reafons, wi(hed to protrad Sir Gregory's 
matrimonial negociation«,) you decide on thi& 
point with your ufual good fenfe ; for on a matter 
of fo much importance, you cannot poffibly takr 
too much time to deliberates'^ 

** Whew \ (returned Sir Gregory, purling up 
his lips into a whiftling pofture,) that's faying: 
quite too much ; for at that rate, I might go on 
deliberatingy and ruminating, and fplittlng m^ 
brains with thinking^ to the end of my life ; and 
at the winding up of the bottom^ what fiiould I be 
the better for it ? Befides, it's twenty to one but 
fbmebody elfe would &iap up the girl in the mean 
time. No, no,— that would never anfwer for a 
man at my time of life: and to tell you the truths 
l^alws^ found it the beft W2^> in making all jG>rt» 
of bargains, to ftrike while the iron's hot.** . 

«. Yob. 



^ Tear certainljr diiplay much kho^dedge of th^ 
world in this obiervation, (returned Lord Raj-*. 
mond with great gravity but if you will allow 
ne to purfue your metaphor), I think you (hould 
at leaft delay to ftrike until the metal you have to 
work upoR is in a condicioa tiEx receiver the im«» 
preffion you wHh to give it.. To 4>^ak more 
plainly, I diink rt would be expedient to endeavour 
to worm and foften the heart of our fair cottager 
' by your affiduities,, before you make any applicatioa 
to her fatherJ* 

^ Why to be (lire, (replied Sir Gregorys) theie 
can be no hurt in ftriving to make myfelf a little 
agreeable to the girl before I proceed to extre* 
mities. Not„ indeed, that 1 know much about 
them fort of things : however^ I am not too old 
to try my hand:— better late than acver*" 

On their arrival at the cottage^ Sir Gregory 
had, as* ufual, abundance of confaltatioa with old 
Auftin^ in rcfpeft to the fhrubs and flowers, but. 
fiill remained undecided in his choice. He con<^' 
trived, however, to find fcnne opportunities of 
tfjing his hand at making himfelf agreeable to Rc^^ 
fi^i as he exprei&d it^. afnd gai^ her many kind 
D 6 gbncesj). 
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glancesy fome JQcofe chucks under the chin^ sauf- 
divers tender fqueezes. 

«• 
Tjicfe fiimiliarittes extremdy dt^leafed and di^ 
|;ufted Rofina. She turned from hioiy and walked 
towards the houfe* Lord Raymond fcrflowed her* 

^ That's a ftrange old man^ (faid Rofina;) if 
he wuits (hrubs or flowers^ why does he not buy 
them? There is fomethmg very odd in bis 
manner/* ^ 

Lord Raymond fmiled* 

<< I fancy he is a little intoxicated^** (aid R*. 
Ina. 

<< I think he is (replied Lord Raymond) more 
taxi a little.'* 

He did not cbufe to be more explicit on the 
fubje£^) apprehenfive left Roflna's cruelty might 
Coo fuddenly extinguish the paffion of the good 
baronet, which, as it was the only means that pre-* 
fented itfelf, of opening to him an unfuQieded in*, 
tercourfe with her> it wa$ greatly his wiih to en^ 
courage. 

•*Iwifll 
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<< I wi(h ((aid Rofina) he would not' come here 
any more/* 

<( If his vi(its are difagreeable to jroU} (replied 
Lord Raymond,) you muft lay the blame at my 
door; for I confeis I have encouraged him to 
make them/' 

<< And widi what view did you encourage htm 
to come here tormenting us V* £ud Rofina. 

<< With a very fclhCh one, I acknowIedgCy (re« 
turned Lord Raymond ;) but it is your own feveic 
injun&ions which oblige me to have recourfe to 
this artifice* You have commanded me pofitively 
not to attempt feeing you alone, which would be 
equivalent to not feeing you at all, had not my 
good angel fent this Sir Gregory to my affiftance.'* 

*< And fuppofe we were to meet no more, my 
Lord, (fiiid Rofma with fome gravity,) of whi$ 
confequence would it be to either of us {" 

^ I confefs» Mifs Mortimer, (returned Locd« 
Raymond,) t<y me it would be of confequence> 
though I am not fo prefuming as to fuppofe it could 
be of the finaileft to you." 

^^ Indeed|. 
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<< Indeecl» (faid Rofioa,) fttuxted as we both are 
at prefent,} I think it could not." 

<* Yet fovL cannot wonder (rcTumed his Lord- 
Ihip) that the benevolence inherent in every good 
mind fhould render your fituatidn highly mterefting 
to my feelings ; but when to this you fuperadd our 
former tntinuicy, and my connexions wkh the fa« 
nily by which you have been reared and pn>te£ted^ 
you cannot be (urprifed if I fliould feel your weU 
£ire of confequence to my peace. But I confefs I 
have another motive, -which, though you maybe 
inclined to ridicule it as whimfical, has operated 
firongly on my mind, even from the firft hour i 
had the happineis of feeing you.'^ 

Rofina liftened with encrea&d attention. 

<< I had a (ifter, (continued Lord Raymond^ 
with an air of tender concern,) who, had Heaven 
Veen pleafed to fpare her to her friends, would a< 
this time have»'been about your -age* You may 
recolledl I was in mourning for her when you 
were in London^ Your youth, your gaiety^ your 
riegance and beauty, continually reminded me ol 
the perfections of my loft Harriet, and bound yout 
to my bofom by a fpecies of fympathy^ as. delightful 



as iHs inexplkaUc You might htve obfcrved,' 
^]at> from the firft hour of our acquaintance^ I 
confidered you with the fondnefe of a brother. But 
perhaps (continued he» fixing his ^es earneiUy on 
Kolma as h« fftoke,) peiliaps thefe tender cmotioAft 
dcaped your obfervationy or have flipped your 
aiemory I** 

^ No, (fiid Rofina> Huflwng cxceffivcfy,) T re* 
member I perceived, — - that is ■^— I nnaginei 
that »— /^ She flopped abruptly. 

<< Can you dien wonder (reflimed Lord Ray» 
iiiond} that thefe endearing fympathies and ardent 
wiflies for your happineis (hould return with aug* 
* mented ardour to my bofem, on thus finding yoa 
in a fitoation (b very improper for a young lady of 
your rank and expe£btions i A fituation, (you! 
will forgive me- if I fpeak my fentimtnts with^ 
candour,) which j I feary a zeal too fervently ro-^*' 
mantic has led you to embrace.^ 

i. «i How ! {faid Rofina,) would you have advifed 
me to remain in the hoiffe of a man, by whom { 
was treated with fuch infuiFerable indignity ? What 
alternisitive had I to adopt? except another ilill; 
nore improper^ Aut of breaking the bonds of h-^ 
"■ * : mily 
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niily union» and feparating a wife from her hu£» 
band. Had Mrs. Fitzofbome yielded to my en* 
treaties ; had ihe permitted me to leave her houfe, 
and to take refuge in that of fome friend, where> 
though in iome degree feparated from her, I might 
have ftill enjoyed her countenance and prote^on^ 
I would moft willingly have embraced the medium* 
But when a generofity too extravagant would have 
feduced her from the paths of propriety and duty^ 
what could I do lefs than withdraw from her par<» 
tiality the ohjeSt to whom it would have made 
fuch dangerous i3u:rifices.'* 

« Your motives {replied Lord Rajmiond) were 
too noble to require vindication: yet, when you 
confider all the difagreeable confequences which 
may refult from this elopement, the improper ap* 
pearance it muft aflume to the world, the unplea* 
iant circumAances it may in future produce, you 
will join me in regretting it as rather premature.'* 

^ Alas I (faid Rofina, diflblving in tears,} what 
purpofe would be anfwered by n^y regrets for a 
ftep which, cannot be recalled !'* 

« O, dry. thefe tears, (laid Lord Raymond.) I 
^an alffloft hate ipylelf for having occafiooed you 

amoiv^ 
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a moment's uneafineis ; but attribute what I have 
faid to the zeal of a friendOitp which would do 
much, very much to make you happy. There is 
nothing I would not undertake for the prefervation 
of your peace and honour ; and if you think that 
fuch an intervention can in the le ft degree con- 
tribute to your advantage, I will moft willingly 
undertake a journey to Ireland, to negociate a re- 
conciliation with your friends.^' 

•* O, my Lord, (laid Rofina with great emo- 
tion,) this is too much, thus to intereft yourfelf 
in the fate of a ftranger. I have no words to ex- 
prefs my gratitude for this generous propofal! 
But what end could poffibly be anfwered by fuch :^ 
a voyage? With Mrs. Fitzofborne no negoci- 
ation is requifite. I am already poflefled of her 
whole heart : one (ingle line from my hand would 
be more eSc&usi than a thoufand couriers. Nay, 
when at any period my iituatton becomes improper 
or difagreeable, what have I to do but to return 
to Ireland, and throw myfelf into her arms. You 
^ave filled me with a tbou&nd difqui^tudes and 
alarms. If the courfe I have purfued has been fo 
very imprudent; if I have been guilty of fo great 
an error, in renouncing the protection of my friend, 
does not every hour that I conciauo to abfent myfelf 

from 
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from her guardianfhip aggravate th^ offence? Ad- 
vife me, then : ought I to refolve to return to Ire- 
land immediately ? O, with wfiat joyful alacrity 
fliould I prepare for my departure ! The refent- 
ment thut baniflied me to this retreat feems almoft 
to have faded from my mind, whilft every hour 
. gives additional fervour to my tendernefs for Mrs. 
Fitzofborne, and my impatience to fee her fon^ 
that amiable young He£fcor, that beloved compa- 
nion of my childhood, whofe departure coft me 
fuch floods of tcars.'^ 

A keen and painful fen(ation darted through the 
hofotn of Lord Raymond, whilft Rofina thus art- 
lefsly exprefied her tender attachment to young 
Fitzofborne. 

<( It is not eafy, (faid he, after a paufe,) for our 
fex to enter very deeply into the feelings of your*s* 
To conceive thofe keen and quick fenfations which 
^ vibrate in the female bofom, our organs miift be 
as delicate, oUr nerves as nicely ftrung as your 
own. But I can eafily knagiae, that the pride of 
Injured and offended delicacy muft be the moft 
poignant and fk>werful feeling that can a6luate a 
noble female heart. To what heights of heroic 
virtue tbi^ prin(:i^>ie can exalt the breafts that feel 
. . ' its 
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Its animating influence, you^ Miis Mortimer, are 
a &ir and ftriking example. For this you left the 
country which you have fb long be^n t;^aght to 
confider as your own, whilfl all the allurements i)f 
ambition, and all the powerful doquence of friend^ 
Ihip pleaded in vain to detain you : for this, you 
prefer lowIine& tp fplendor, and the fimple occ4^ 
pations, and tender domeftic duties of rural life, 
to the pageants of courts, and the bewitching 
ftrains of adulation. Worldly prudence will cry 
aloud againft your eIe<5lion. Yet a voice from 
V^ithin feems to wbifper that there is fomethuig 
great and awful in the power, whofe Lnfpirations 
have endued you with more than feminine forti- 
tude : and I regard the facrifices you have made 
to this myfterious deity, this wonder- worlung ien« 
fibility, this favourtfe idol of your fex, with the 
fame fenfations of pious veneration with whidi I 
Ibpuld have contemplated the altars which the an- 
cient Athenianseredled to the unknown Divinity. 

«. What ithen fljall I fay ? Shall I prefume .to 
s^ver, that a principle which I feel a^n^oft. inclined 
to adore, can have mifguided youi ftepsf Js nqt. 
my own judgment feUible ? Far, perhaps mortf 
£aJlible than your's. Shall I prefcribe rules for 
the condu<Sl of others, who fo frequently fiod my- 
&lf unequal .to the taik of xegula^Dg my own, 

Uh,' 



W 7 0S1NA. 

Oh, my lovely friend, niy fwecteft Rofina, I feel 
myfelf no lefs your inferior in wifdom than in 
goodne6. Whiift the children of ambition, (con- 
tinued the deceiver, who fcrupled not to profane 
things holy, by embelliibing his artful harangues 
with the flowers of £icred eloquence,) whiift the 
children of ambition walk in a vain fbadow, and 
difquiet themfelves in vain, your fteps are guided 
by the genuine radiance of unperverted reaibn; 
you < walk w^th nature, and her paths are peace*'' 

" Peace 4 (repeated Rofma, in whofe bofotn th« 
former part of his converfation had excited an agi- 
tation which all his ftudied encomiums wanted 
power to calm.) Ah ! who (hall hope for peace 
that err fronl reditude and propriety !" 

•* And who has dared to affert that you have 
erred from reditude or propriety?*' faid Lord 
Raymond* 

^^ If you have not faid fo much, I think you 
have at leaft inferred it, (faid Rofina:) but no 
matter. I receive your reprooft with gratitude, 
I cohfider them as the ftrongeft teftimonies of your 
efteem. Let me then (hare the privileges of that 
fifter on whofe account you profefs to feel fome 
partiality for me. Your ftrifturcs on my^ condud 

may 
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may ibmetimes wound my pride; but whilft I 
regard them as the evidences of your friendfliip, 
die pain will be more than. compen(ated by the 
pleafure/' 

She raifed her eyes to him as (he fpoke with a 
fweet and ingenuous finile of mingled gratitude 
and fenfibility. 

How callous to every worthy feeling of humanity 
muft be the bofom which can refift the charms of 
this amiable candour, this unfufpicious confidence! 
One would imagine it might difarm the aflaffin of 
his poignard; for how doubly accurfed muft be 
the wretch who could deceive the fond credulity 
of tender relialice, violate every obligation that 
generoiity holds facred, and ftab the heart that re- 
pofes itfelf on his fidelity ! Yet fuch was the 
blow which Lord Raymond. meditated for the bo<^ 
fom of Rofina« 

Sir Gregory, who found leTs amufement in at- 
tending; to Auftin*s botanical difquifitions, than in 
ogling his fuppofed daughter, interrupted Lord 
IUymond'6 converlation with Rofina. When the 
two gentlemen had ftaid as long as they could with 
decency,' they took their leave and departed. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P* X. 



tHZ KARRATITS^ 



FEMALfi CREDULITY. 

HAD Lord Raymond been addicted to fuper- 
ftrtious terrors, he might that night have. 
fcccQ apprehenftve of being hag-ridden by the fprite 
of his departed lifter, whofe fliade he had conjured 
from the regions of death to aid the purpofes of his 
diffimulation. The refemblance, which he had 
averred this hir defan£t had borne to Rofina, was 
entirely of his own coinage, and all the graces 
with which he had thought proper to embelliffi 
hef portrait were no ' lefs' ideal. In reidity, far 
from feeKng one emotion of fraterhaT ajHidtion on 
accoitnt of the deceafe of this favourite iiAer, It 
' ^ 6 wat 
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was an event peculiarly flattering to his views, by 
promifing to fecure to him the undivided poiTef- 
fions of bis father ; and, though we cannot accufe 
him of being at that period of his life a flave to a- 
varice, he loved pkafure too paiHonately to be in« 
diSerent to the means by which alone his favour* 
ite gratifications were to be obtained. But, in 
purfuance of the plan he had formed to ingra-* 
tiate himfelf into Rofina's confidence, Sy pofleiSng 
bimfelf of her efteem, and lulling her apprehen- 
iions into fccurity, be had, with admira^ (e inge« 
nuity and prefence cf mind, hit on the expedient 
of attributing thofe aiTidui'iies which he had for- 
merly paid to her, and v/hich he was very fearful 
(he might impute to an empty and fuperficial 
gallantry, to a motive which he thought calcuh*' 
ted to raife his charader in her eftimation, by im« 
preiEng her with an idea of the tendernefs of his 
feelings. Nor will it be fuppofed that he was 
more fincere in his wifbes that (he (hould return 
to- Ireland, and his offers of mediation between 
her and Mrs. Fitzofborne. Thefe oflFers had, in- 
deed, fully anfweied the end he had propofed to 
bimfelf in making them, that of,perfuading Rofi- 
na of the generpfity of his fentiments and the fer- 
Tor cl bis zeal iob her Services for> in the flmpli* 

city 
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city of her heart, (he had believed every thing i» 
which he wiihed her to give credit. 

<< And Co (faid (he, when (he (bund herrelf a« 
lone) Lord Raymond only paid a tribute of frater- 
nal aiFe£lion to the memory of a fifter fondly be>-> 
loved, at the moment when my childi(h vanity fo 
widely mifconftrued his fentiments s and the lan- 
guor and fenfibility I have fo often remarked in 
his eyes, and the melting tendernefs of his ac- 
cents, were entirely the offspring of this brotherly 
regret, whilft I abfurdly imputed them to a caufe 
fo different. Well, if I fuffcred for my folly, was 
not the punifhment merited ? I wonder he never 
before mentioned to me. this beloved lamented 
fifter,-^but the moil rooted forrow is that which 
defpifes complaint, and finds a luxury in brooding 
over its aillidiions in an unfocial fecrecy« Amia- 
ble young man I how noble is his folicitude to fee 
me reftored to the prote£llon of my friends ! how 
greatly I^ave we all been miftaken in his charac- 
ter r 

Thus did the fufceptiUe heaft of ^e ii^nocent . 
Rofina s^grayate to itielf the imaginary perfec- 
tions 9i the man, whq, at th^t vei^y. moment, me- 
ditated 
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ititHit^d her ieftfu^Hon wkh all die calm ddiben^ 
tion of detenakied Y^leny. 

Two or three more vilits made <q the cottage 
hy Sir Gregory am!, his noWe abettor, began t4 
engender fuTpicion in the bofom of the little 
Crook-back, 

*' Where the devil, (feid he one evening to his 
•fifter Sophy and Mifs Leatherdale,) where the devil 
can our new Pyladfes and Oreftcs be gone ftrol* 
ling to this evening i What csui be at the bottom 
•ef this fuddcn amity, that they have ftruck up to- 
' getber, I cannot conceive for the foul of me! and 
yet I think I can fee as far into a mill-ftone as he 
that picks it. But let me alone to find out their 
maneeuvres : I warrant you I'll watch their waters 
for them. I'll fet off this minute, and enquire 
-which way they went.— As cunning as the old fox 
thinks himfelf, PU unearth him, or I'll know for 
why !" 

Incorrfequence of this refolution, Richard tra- 
ced our two lovers to the cottage without much 
difficulty : however, by the time he reached it, 
they had quitted it, and were gone home by ano- 
ther path ; for, as the dew now began to fell very 

V0L.IIL E heavily, 
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heavily, Sir Gregory> who was fomewhat gouty, 
was afraid of wetting his feet in the grafs. 

Sir Gregory ftill continued undecided in refpeft 
to the plants, an() undetermined whether to plant 
his hedges with hornbeam or fweet-briar, or to 
Ihadow his arbours with woodbines or jeflamine. 
Never did confultations of fo little importance 
occupy fo much time, and occafion fo much de- 
liberation. The moft momentous natiohal treaties 
might have been negociated, and miniftcrs and ge- 
nerals might have been chofen ; nay, kings de- 
throned and beheaded too, in lefs time, and with 
lefs' confideration, than Sir Gregory devoted to the 
cleftion of his plants and flowers. . 

Auftin's patience was at length exhauded, and 
that evening, wlien Sir Gregory departed, b^ Ihut 
the gate after him with a furly air, and bade him 
good night with no very good grace, 

«* I cannot be plagued any longer after this , 
rate, (faid he, returning to Rolina,) with tiiat 
old feller and his young fpark. Scarce a day has 
gone over my head this fortnight paft, that he has 
not been a hampering of me, and I never faw the 

colour 
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colour of bis coin yet. I cannot be keeping my- 
felf from my work after this manner. Does he 
think I have nothing to do but to keep dancing 
after his heels like a tantany pig ? — ^I think he is 
not right in his head, for my part." 

« I think fo too," faid Rofma. 

<< And fo ignorant ! (refumed Auftin, with an 
air of ftill greater contempt.) I believe in my 
confcience he does not know a geranium plant 
from a cabbage-ftalk ! He buy Ihrubs and flow- 
ers, — well becomes him, indeed ! I believe he is 
anoldfooH" 

^^ I believe fo too, ((aid Rofina,) and, Aufiln, 
he (hall learn ere long that he comes on a fool's 
crrani'* 
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CHAP. XI. 



«9B£ RIGHTS OF TtfC AGED VIbfDICATSD. 



THE Buronet andl^is cot^dant had ju& JQine4 
Mrs. Grubton and the young ladiss in th^ 
drawing-room, when Richard returned, exceed- 
ingly delighted with the ibccisisof hififeregrina- 
tioii. 

" So, (cried he, burfting into the room, and 
addreffing Sir Gregory,) fo I have ferretted out 
your haunts for you at laft, you old cogger ! You 
wanted to fteal a march on us, did you ? But we 
will allow no underhand doings in this part of the 
world. You {hall be married in the pariih-church, 
my old boy, in the face of the congregation and 
the elders, if any one can be found in the parifbi 
older than yourfelf/* 

<< Heaven 
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^* Heaven and earth! (exclaimed Mrs* Grub- 
lo»)) what can be the meaiung of diis torrent of 
aWufditjrJ'* 

" Oh ! you will know fooner than you defire 
it, (cried Richard;) and fo, my old buck, you 
want to tranfplant fome of dd Audin's £brubs, do 
yoM ! Aye, I guefled what it would come to. — 
May, nerer bluOn man ; a young wife is the 
moft cordial reftorative in nature to a man in years. 
Mid mttck good tzMty do your heart with it ! She 
wffi renovate yottr M tattered fyftem for yoti in a 
twinkUag I'' 

<< Merciful powers ! (cried Mrs. Grubton,} is 
die boy gone mad i" 

"Yes, fetthl (cried Richard,) I believe the 
old boy is a little non compos. — No wonder, faith I 
flieis handfome enough to unfettle a better head- 
piece than he is mafter of; and that little fly na- 
beieus devi), Cupidy wl»o I fupipofe owes him ^ 
ipite for having fo long negk£ted his worlbip9 ha^ 
determined to gibbet him op, in teriforem^ in ma- 
triinonial ckaiiks, by way of a fcare crow to all 
other old dotards, who prefume to peck at the en- 
ticing fruits of youth and beauty*" 

E 3 «* You 
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** You may think yourfelf mighty witty, Mfr 
Richard, (faid Mrs^GruDton,) but, fince the hour 
I was created, I never heard fuch a deluge of non^* 

fenfe !" 

t< Why, undoubtedly,* (faid Lord Raymond,) 
Richard has a knack of fetting things in rather a 
ludicrous point of view j but, allowing that there 
was fomc foundation for what be has advanced — *' 

" Foundation for what he has advanced, my 
Lord! (interrupted Mrs. Grubton j) furely you 
jeft, for it is not pofTible that a man of your lord« 
fliip's quality and knowledge of life could ferioufly 
encourage my fither to a£t like an ideot i'* 

** Time will (hew all things," faid Sir Gregory, 
prefUng his lips together, with a fignificant nod of 
the head. 

" I cannot fee, madam, (returned Lord Ray- 
mond,) that, if the matter really flood as Richard 
has ftated it, it would afford any room for queftion- 
ing the foundnefs of Sir Gregory's intellefts,— 
a man who arrives at fixty two years of age with 
a found conftitution." 



"I 
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" I fliall no{ be fixty-two till Lady-day In har- 
Veft,'^ interrupted Sir Gregory. 

" It is my opinion, (refumed Lord Raymond,) 
that a man, who arrives at fixty-two with a found 
conftitution— '* 



« And a little touch of the gout,*' added Sir Gre- 
gory. 

« Which certainly (continued Lord Raymond) 
fhould by no means be overlooked in a calculation 
of this nature; for, with your touch of the gout, 
a man at fixty-two has no reafon -to doubt that 
his conftitution may not laft him at leaft twenty or 
thirty years longer,'* 

<« There is the grave-digger of our parifli, old 
Tribulation Manifold, that lived to be ninety- 
fcvcn," faid Sir Gregory. 

<< Aye, (faid Richard,) I dare fay death gave 
him a new leafe of his life, in confideration of all 
the dainty morfels that he was daily ftufiing his 
maw with." 

« Like enough, (faid Sir Gregory,) like e- 

nough ! He, he, he ! you are a wag, Mr. Dick ^ 

E 4 he, 
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he, he, he f yoih arc a wag ! And then thtfre was^ 
•Id what's his name, that lived at the corner/' 

*< Lord ! (interrapted Mrs* Gruitoo,) furtly 
lio one will difpute, that, once or twice in a centu- 
ry, fome odd perfons may live to a hundred or 
ninety years of age ; but are we to build our ex- 
]>6<5htions on ak>t that doe» not fall to the ihare of 
one perfon in ten thoufand/*^ 

<< There W undoubtedly no need d adAfcing 
kiftances of fmgular longevity ifi fiippoFt of ditt 
prefent argument, (faid Lord Raymond-^) for^ 
though a maa ihould have no snore dian ten off . 
twenty year* to livej vn the name of common ienli^ 
what motive can he have for Yoluntarily devottngp 
them to an unfocial flate of uncomfortable celiba* 
cy V 

<< None in the world ] (cried Richatd^) befidc9^ 
tiiere is nothing fo good as a few matrimonial hur« 
n€9r^9, m ftk- up the ilagnant puddtt ot an old 
Mow's mtbtaceJ' 

Sir Gregory gathered up his feature* kiCO a 
fmirk, and nodded fignificantly at Ws daughter-in- 
Iftw, as nuich as to fay, « Well^ what have you to 
ol^eft to tilia fcafoning ?** 

« Strange 



^ Strange doflrine V (cried Mrs. Grubton.) 
I think, that^ at £xty-two^ it i& high time for a 
man to have done with the follies and vanities of 
thi» world, fettle his tempora} arffairs, and look £»• 
ward ta the iaivattoaof his imniortal part.'' 

<< AihI^ do yott reckon a wiSk amoogft z mzn\ 
fbiUes and vanities, madam i . (faid Lord Ray-» 
mond, with an Ironical (mile.) If our minds were 
oppreft, indeed^ with the yoke of monkUh fuper- 
ftition, we might perfaade onrfelves that the road 
ta heaven was ftrewed witb diorns of vokintarjr 
mortificatioiv and on this principk prefer die ksb^ 
iificatiffMis of a hair-fliirt to the tender endear- 
tncrM ef 2l young and beautiful helpcnatew But 
Sir Gregory's mind is untin<3ufed with^ this gloo« 
my enthufiafm. He knows that the true way of 
anfwering the end of his creation ie that of beeo* 
ming aft mfefol membei of fociety, and a worthy 
and refpefbble fadieF of » family^ by training up a 
kand of young, citizens, wiiOt when, he imikes hit 
tKH from th« ftage of Ufe, after having fvftained 
his allotted part with propriety and with, dignity,, 
may come forward in his place^ fupply his lofs ta 
Ihe commonwealth^ and thus extend his u&fulnefs 
fe> lat^ft pofterityL How l<Hig have you beea a 
Widowtr, Sir Grtgory ?" 

E 5 5* Seven 
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« Seven years come Michaelmas, to my fhame 
be it fpoken," returned Sir Gregory. 



Well, (cried Richard,) better late than ne- 



ver 



i»» 



«' Why, aye, I was making that obfervation to 
Lord Raymond myfelf juft now," faid Sir Gre- 
gory. * 

<* Heaven defend me ! (exclaimed Mrs. Grub- 
ton,) and is it then po&ble that you can have de- 
termined to marry that low-lived wretch i Your 
other projefted match with Alderman Grumley*&, 
daughter was not half fo abfurd as this, ridiculous 
as it wa5.— She was a gentlewoman at leaft*'* 

" Aye, your tone is changed, I find, (faid Sic 
Gregory j) but, -for all that,, whilft the match-was 
going on, you thought the worft word in your 
head a great deal too good for her» And,, as to hec 
being a gentlewoman, if I like a fimple womaa 
better, why, it is my own affair, I fuppofe J* 

"True, (cried Richard;) befides, if a maa 

marries at your time of life, it is no more tbaa 

reafonable that he fliould give a barg^ia of him.- 

5 fcJ« 
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felf. You know well enough that you are one of 
thofe commodities that has mifTed its market, and 
you have too much confcience not to allow for 
wear and tear." 

** Good heaven ! (cried Mrs. Grubton,) that I 
fliould live to fee this day ! ^ What would poor dear 
Mr. Grubton fay, if he was alive at this time V* 

" He might fay, (returned Richard,) that his 
father had a ten times better fancy than hinrfclf." 

«* I defire, Mr. Richard, that you will make 

none of your abominable comparifons," faid Mrs. 
Grubton. 

<< Abominable, indeed ! (rejoined the eldeft 
Mifs Leatherdale.) It is to be fuppofed there is 
fome diiFerence between mamma and a poor mean 
creature of a gardener's daughter." 

*' Aye, that there is, with a witnefs ! (faid 
Richard,) difference enough in all confcience; 
for one is a blooming beautiful young virgin, freih 
and fair, and the other funder favour) was a fliri- 
velled ikinny devil of a widow, old enough to be 
£6 bi» 
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bi9 mother. But crety one u> his fancy ^ cr black 
pudding would be no meat. Th« ton mftrf ied fef 
money, and die fiitbec wiU marry for leve^ and ft^ 
that is all the difference between thtat^ Whal 
the devil good is in our Engliilh liberty, if folks 
may not pkafit^ themfidVes i" 

<* Bat oor EngHft liberty, ceufin Bichanrdy (faU 
Lord Raymond,) does not warrant an uncontrouled 
Kccntioufnefe of ^>ecch.'* 

« Oh ! pray, my Lord, let him fay what he 
pkafes, (faid Mi& Leatbefdafe.) What Mr. 
Rickatd fays ia no feandal, that is oaecoaofors^ 
and yet it is hard to be obliged to bear fudi Omdc^ 
ing treatment from any one. Pray, mamma, when 
do you mean to fet cfftbs Sadi V 

^ See, Richard, (faid Lucy Evetyii^) yt»u ara^ 
driving the ladies out o£ the houfe by youc uito« 
lerable rudeneis !" 



«< Indeed^ (added Sx^y,) yoor ItffaavioardUt^ 
Iteffcs us exceedingly." 



^Pfiro9r ycttt foo^s ! (cried RUiard,) liirei 

l^ody minds what little Crookback fays* \^hen 

^ fbrtunr 
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fortune made a lord of me> in her great grace and 
favour, flie conferred on me the privilege of be- 
ing infolent, like other perfons of my quality.— » 
<c And, fince that heeiveii )m» Atapei my body fo^ 
and hell made crookM my mind to anfwer it,'* is 
it to be marvelled at if I << fnarl, and bite, and 
play the dog" a little ibmetimes, like my name- 
fake ; and yet I an not a fpiteful cur neither^ and> 
if I do fnap and worry a little now and then> it is 
only in play.** , 

« And I have heard it obferved^ (Taid Lord Ray** 
mond, in a farcaftic tone,) that the play of brutes- 
is always a mock fights'* \ 
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CHAP. XIL 



THE BARONET EMANCIPATED FROM PETTI- 
COAT GOVERNMENT. 



MRS, Evelyn's entrance interrupted the con* 
verfation. She immediately perceived that 
Mrs. Grubton and her eldeft daughter were in no 
very agreeable frame of temper, and alfo obferved 
that Lucy and Sop^iy were very much mortified.— 
She politely endeavoured to divert the chagrin of 
her guefts, but all her efforts to engage theitwa 
Converfation could extort nothing more from either 
ladies than a civil reply ; for, though the hearts of 
both were ready to burft with fpleen and vexation, 
they determined to reprefs their boiling choler, 
until they (hould meet fome convenient opportuni- 
ty of venting it on the poor baronet, when they 

IhOuld 
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fliould find him alone, and unprepared for his de- 
fence ; for, when fupported by the eloquence of 
his cool farcaftic advocate. Lord Raymond, rein- 
forced by the fcurrility of his crook-backed aux- 
iliary, they felt he was more than a match for 
' tbem« 

Mrs. Grubton at length broke fil^rice, by afking 
Lord Raymond, how many miles Bath was dif- 
tant i 

<< But, madam, (faid Lord Raymond, after he 
had anfwered her queftion,) I hope you do not 
make the enquiry with any particular view.'* 

<< I may claim Mrs. Grubton's promife.of in- 
dulging us with her company for another fortnight^", 
faid Mrs. Evelyn. 

Mrs. Grubton made Mrs. Evelyn many ac- 
knowledgments for her politenefs, hofpitality-, &c« 
&c» but added, that, in the train her affairs 
then were, it was indifpenfibly neceffary (he (hould 
go to Bath much fooner than ihe at firfl intended. 
" I believe. Sir, (continued (he, turning to ad- 
drefs Sir Gregory,) we had better be in readinefs 
to fct out againft the day after to-morrow/* 

4c Yet 
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^ For 0iy ftartf {bii Sk Gragery, viba wa» at 
no k>& to conceive tho drift of tbi» maiKsuvver) 
I do not underftand tbde fudden cbo^pings and 
changiogs, I tbougbt it was »gr^ei at ht&Aibft 
thk moriung, that W€ w«jre to fix our qadmtt 
here for another fortnight. I know when I not 
well, and, fmce I have got into fuch a pleafant 
birtb^ and that good Mrs. Evelya doTtres to be: 
troubled with me, I ihould bo a great fool> 1 
think, if I was in a hurry to change it. How^ 
fomever, I wouldn't by no means be any hin- 
drance to* yo«Mr iftclkfMidoAs ; fo^ yois i»y if fo 
be yo» cboob to gd to Bal:h^ I ca» ftay here a while 
after ydu> aiid then I cait join you there by ttnfi 
time that you have taken your fill of the pump- 
Eoom and' s^BsmVUksy and balk an4 breakfefts, and 
Crefcent and pxadesy and v^t St^omsJ^ 

«' Right, my old Holcfernes ! (exclaimed Ricb- 
ard, dipping him on the back in an ecftacy,) right: 
as Tiiy teg; 1 I did rtof think you had fb much man* 
hood in you." 

« Hike to let foBcj go th«rr own gait,*^ feid Sir 
Otegbry* 

** Fine tr ea tment I — • a pretty pfopofal F— wa* 

the 
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die tike ever hearel f' exclaimed at the fame time 
Mrs. Grubton and her daughter. 

«* To inreiglr a pwceT of poor utiprote£ted females 
into the middle of thcfir wild moim^afm, (continued 
the former, ) and fend us off by owrfehes, to be rob« 
bed and ftripped by any villainous gang that may 
>!€ in wait for us. O heaven ! my own hufband^s 
father, that ought to be a guardian and protetftor 
to me I Oh ! oh ! fburfting into a flood of tears) 
if f«tir d*at Mr. Oriibtod were here> to fee tne 
tmteii in this sniniier t'^ 

« Marry, heaven Mtii ! (cried Richard;) for, 
^ M things in Ae v^oM^ your dead folks are the 
m&k tiftpleafirfit comptny. The pror man wasL 
AOf very funny wlien he was alive, and it is not to 
be foppofed he can have impfored much by lying 
by fo long." 

<♦ I conid ha^e b6fn any tbbg but this, (*e?c- 
claimed Mrs. Grubton j) but 1 am at no lofs for 
die motive of this Ihocking treafment . It is a ter- 
rible tWng to thiitk, that, after having behaved 
wiA propriety and decency for fuch a number of 
years, you fbotrfd expofe yourfetf in this mamter 

ac 
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at laft ! What will people lay, but that you are 
beginning to doat !" ' 

" Well, (cried Richard)) and who can blame 
him, if he does doat. a little or fo, when it is on 
fuch a dainty girl as Rofy ?" 

'< To think that a man at your time of life P^— » 
continued Mrs. Grubton* 

« At my time of life, (interrupted Sir Grego^ 
Tjy) a body would think that a man, having nei-. 
their father nor mother, uncle nor aunt, fifter nor 
brother, nor any one elfe that has a lawful right 
to crofs and check him in his inclinations, might 
be left to do as he faw it fitting to his own under- 
ftanding. I have made many a bargain of more 
confequence than this here before now, and have 
bought many and many a hundred thoufand pounds 
worth of goods, teas and fugars, 'wines and fpirits^ 
hops and fpices, dye HufFs and tobaccos, and ma- 
ny other commodities, too tedious to mention^ 
without a(king nobody's advice upon the matter j 
and why (hould not I ? for, having been at bufi*. 
ncfs ever fince I came out of the egg-(hell, as I 
may fay, it is no wonder that I (hould think my 
own experience as good as another man's ; and, 

having 
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having been fo long my own matter, people have 
no need to be greatly ftirprifed that I fhould not 
like to be brow-i>eaten and kept under hatches 
at this time of day ; and, for that reafon, I would 
have fome folks that I could mention for to know, 
(only I do not choofe for to name names, becaufc 
it might be difagreeable,) but I only fay that I 
would have them to know that they may fpare their 
breath to cool their porridge j becaufe why ? all 
their teaching and preaching goes for nothing, 
and the upfhot of the matter is,^hat, feeing I have 
not got it into my head to do nothing that is either 
finful or ihameful, I think there can be no crime 
in ftriving to enjoy myfelf a little in my old age ; 
wherefore, for that reafon, it will be in vain for 
people to ftrive to thwart and gainfay me; for the 
long and the Ihort of it is, that I will have my 
own way, if the devil ftood at the door, and that 
is becaufe nobody can fay that I have not a very 
good right to it, being my own maftcr, and free 
to pleafe myfelf." 

^« Spoken like an oracle !" cried Richard. 

"Howfomever, (continued he,) becaufe I know 
well enough it is no defirable thing to have peo- 
ple difturbcd with thefc carpings and bickerings, 
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and ftiappifigs sndl iaarliogs, about rruttttrs that are 
aot of the leaft conc6rni«ent to them. I hope,. 
Biadans (addreffing Mrs. £veljjH) you will ex* 
cufe me, if I bid this good CMn^any a very good 
Btght. And the more (b, becaufe I am a little or 
lb jaded with the walk I have taken, aod you know 
I am no great luppef man at no time." 

Mrs. Evelyn prefled him to ftay (Upper, but he 
crviUy exculed hioifejf, and withdrew to his ewn 
apartment, attend^ by Ricjiard, who foUowc^ 
him to applaud his refiftance to Mrs« Grvbton's 
vfurpations, ahd to encourage him to emancipate 
bimfelf entirely from the yoke ihe had (b arbitr^ 
rily impofed on him* 

« AU tbk muft appear i^ery firange to yws sia* 
dam, (&id Mrs. GrabtGn> addreffing Mrs. Eve- 
lyn, vriien Sir Gregory and Richard were with- 
drawn>) but^ when you are iafoimed of the cau(e 
of my affiidion, you will ceafe to be furprUed at 
it. It is certainly a matter of no confequence to 
me in any fefpeA. 1 thank God 1 am no way 
dependent on him: if I was, I fliould be in a fine 
condition lAdeed! i have property enou^ for 
myfelf and my own family, without being be-> 
holder to any one j^ but what provoker me is to 

thmk 



tlirrik of the (fcanda! it wBl Iwing ©n the mmiocy 
of tny poor dear Mr* Grubton, that lies in hk 
grave. I am •fure it is happy for the dead that they 
donotknow what paffes in, this world when -otice 
*cy get out of it j if they did, they couH net 
flcep quietly in their graves.** 

« Indeed, (faid Mrs. Evelyn,) I am exceedfnglj 
concerned to fee you thus afFefted, but pray what 
is it that Sir Gregory has done to excite all this 
difturbance ?" 

<< I protoft, madam, I ibarcely knew bew to go 
flbout telling you. Could you believe that this 
ridieulous old manhas got it into Jiis deating bead t» 
mwry that CMature that wefaw at the cottage V* 

« What ! Rofy, the gardener's daughter I (re- 
. plied Mrs. Evdyn.) I am indeed exceedingly fiir- 

prifed." 

^ But ROW, mamma, ((aid Mife. Eleanova, who 
bad liftened to the preceding cenvepfation with an 
air of great nonchalance,) will you permit me to 
aik you one queftion i Do you tkivk it at aU 
probable that a young lady of condition, (as I am 
conviaced dits fair cottier SMift be,), iviofaas al- 
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ready fled to a ruftic retreat to avoid theperfecu- 
tions of fome deteftable fright or other, would 
ever confent to a£l in a manner fo unbecoming 
her charadcr, as to throw herfelf into the arms of 
a great, clumfey, ignorant, old monfter, like 
grand papa ? It appears to me the greateft jeft in 
nature, and all that aftonifhes me is to find that he 
has fo good a tafte." 

" You fpeak like an ideot, child ! (returned 
Mrs. Grubton j)— reje6l him, indeed ! No, no ! 
{he took too much pains to draw him in.' I am 
confident, that, if (he had not made the firft ad- 
vances, fuch an idea would never have entered the 
man's head. — A fly flut ! I faw what (he was at 
the firft glance. I cannot account for it, but I 
felt an averfion to her from the firft moment I fet 
my eyes on hen But what moft furprifes me is, 
that Lord Raymond can encourage him in this 
prepofterous infatuation." 

« Faith, madam ! (fald his lordfhip,) I have 
already explained my ideas on this fubjedl pretty 
fully. I can fee no crime in any man's marrying 
a beautiful amiable girl that he takes a fancy to." 

<< Beautiful amiable girl!"^ exclaimed Mrs. 
Grubton. 

" Very 



ROSING. 9S 

*' Very beautiful and amiable indeed !'* re- 
echoed her eldeft daughter with a fneen 

** But do you believe Ihe will marry him, my 
Lord ?" faidMifs Eleanora. 

** Why, (replied he,) the lady has not made me 
the confidant of her determination on ihfs fiibjeft. 
She may poffibly wifh him fomewhat younger and 
handfomer ; but, to be made a baronet's lady, and 
have a plentiful jointure fettled on her, are un- 
doubtedly powerful temptations for a glU in her 
obfcure line of life." 

This fpeech produced its defigncd effeft i that of 
exafperating Mrs* Grubton and Mifs Leatherdale 
to fuch a pitch, that, apprehenfive left their indig- 
nation and vexation might exhibit themfelves to 
the company in fome unbecoming ebullitions, they 
thought it the wifeft way to retire to the privacy 
of their own apartments, where they might indulge 
them with a free vent. 
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CHAP. Tan. 



A^ EXCURSION TO THE COTTAGE. 



THE next morning Lord Ra3mfioncl and Mifs 
Eleanora happened to meet in die breakfeft- 
parlour, before the reft of the company were af- 
embled. 

•< Well, ray Lord, (cried the young lady,) had 
not we a curious fcene laft night ? I could fcarce- 
ly keep my countenance, and, once or twice, you 
might have obferved that I was forcied to turn to 
the window ; for, if mamma and flfter had feen me 
laughing at them, they would have been mad fran- 
tic, and I fliould have. had no peace thefe three 
days. Do you know they are as much in the 
dumps as ever this morning, though, Tor my own 

part, 
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ptrt, I diink there is a mighty fufs about nothing, 
I am fure (he is twenty times too good for him, 
and I am convinced (he would juft as foon run her 
head into the fire, as unite her deftiny to that of 
fuch an old corpulent porpoife as grand-papa ; for, 
be it .as it may, nothing can put it out of my head 
that fhe is a perfon of fafliion* Sophy Evelyn and 
I have made a party to fteal out this evening to 
vifit this charming cbttager, and we were thinking 
to a& you to go with us.** 

Lord Raymond affured her with more than u- 
fu^ lincerity, that it would give him great plea* 
fure to attend them^ 

" But we muft all fteal out feparate ways, and 
manage it in the moft clandeftine manner imagina- 
ble. It will be fo delightful ! You cannot think 
what a violent curiofity I feel to be made acquainted 
with* the hiftory of this young perfon. Perhaps 
we may be able to prevail on her to indulge us 
with a narrative of her misfortunes ; for, though, 
to be fure, we are ftrangers to her, fonie how 
your people of feeling and fentiment always have^ 
a knack of finding out their own congenial mir 
merely by the force of fympathy, and we/con-^ 
ftantly read of their acquainting one another with 

Vol. III. F all 
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all their fccret*?, even on the firft interview. I 
know mamma and After would be highly provo- 
ked with this excurfion, if they fliould come to 
hear it, but fo let them ; I proteft I have no no- 
tion of giving up to fuch narrow prejudices. '— 
However, as they are engaged to make a vifit this 
evening with Mrs. Evelyn and Mifs Lucy, they 
will know nothing about the matter.'* 

Lord Raymond, who, by encouraging Mifs 
Eleanora in her abfurdity, hoped to multiply his 
own opportunities of feeing Rofina, highly extolled 
the liberality of her ideas and the generofity of 
her fentiments : — he did more ; for, from this 
hour, he fhewed her a preference,- fo decided and 
flattering, that (he began to entertain a fanguine 
perfuafion that he was on the point of becoming 
the flave of her mental charms, and yielding his 
freedom to the elegance of her converfation, and 
the fuperior refinement of her underftanding. 

Highly gratified by the profped of fuch a con- 
queft, flie refolved to omit nothing that might 
contribute to rivet the chains of fo noble a icap- 
xSvc, and determined to exhibit that evening fuch 
a fp\<^imen of her eloquence, as, fhe imagined, 

could 



K: O S I N A; 99 

could not faU to infpire him with new admira- 
tion« 

All that day Mrs. Grubton and her eldeft daugh-^ 
ter difplayed, in their manners, a fpecies of ill 
temper which feemed to be compounded of fuUen- 
nefs, refentment, and melancholy ; for they were 
very ferioufly aggrieved at the approaching expi- 
ration of the defpottc authority which Sir Grego- 
ry had allowed them to exercife over his houfe- 
hold. The good baronet bore their difpleafure 
with the moft ftoical indifference, and was not at 
all difpleafed, as he himfelf exprefled it| that the 
ice was broke at long run. 

In the evening, Mrs. Evelyn, who had before 
proje&ed a vifit to a neighbouring lady, with foine 
difficulty perfuaded Mrs. Grubton and Mifs Lea- 
therdale to accompany her, and thus left the other 
young ladies to execute their fecret defign without 
moleftation. 

Richard and Sir Gregory, who were become 
wondrous intimate gn a fudden, fet out to take a 
walk. together, and Sophy and Mifs Eleanora, at- 
tended by Lord Raymond^ turned their footfteps 
towards the. cottage. 

F 2 They 
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Thejr had not got far (torn home, when they 
perceived Richard croffing the field next to them» 
The young^ ladies, who fufpe^ted that he and Sir 
Gregory were alfo bound for the cottage, begged 
Lord Raymond would ftay behind them, and en-^ 
deavour to divert the gendemen from fuch a pur« 
pofe, if they fliould entertain it. 

•* For what comfort could we have, (faid Mif» 
Eleanora,) to be (hut up the whole evening widi 
two fuch out of the way animals ? They are the 
litteft company for each other : we have enough 
of their fociety at home. I beg your pardon. So* 
phy, my dear, but I muft fay your brother Ri* 
chard- '' 

^< Oh ! indeed, you may fay what you pleafe of 
him. No cenfure can be too fevere for bis rude- 
nefs." 

« Why, to acknowledge the truths (rcfumed 
Eleanora,) he is the greateft Hottentot that na- 
ture ever produced, and has no more idea of the 
fenftbility of Aifceptible mifnds, than if he had beert 
reared in a cavern in Kamfchatfta, and fuckled 
with whale's blubber. We may put every thought 
of the enjoyment of refined cooverfotioti' entirelf 

out 
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^ttt of our heads wh^ he is prefent Indeed, 
grand-papa is fomething like him in that relpe£t ; 
for, if you talk fentiment to him, he no more un- 
derftands it than Greek. However, though he 
does not enter into the fpirit of the converfation, 
there is no lianger of his interrupting people^ 
and putting ibcm out of countenance with iheera 
aad (ancafiiis, like Mr. Richard.—- So, pri^, tnj 
hogij -get rid of ibctti, if it is poffible, for it is 
Bot to be imagined that the fair cottager could be 
{irevaikd on to unbolbm herfelf, and entertain us 
witbthe amufing recital of her nusfortunes in their 
prefence. I hope he has not feen us. We'll go o^ 
the other fide of the hedge, and the trees will 
fhade us from his view." 

The two ladies .walked on very fiift, and Lord 
Baysnond, in compliance with their defire, waited 
for Richard, who foon joined htm. He enquired 
how he had diipoied of Sir Gregory. 

«« Why, (laid Richard,) juft as we were taking 
our walk, and paffing by the fide of the hill, as 
we croi&d the road at Pengwyllan, dire£tly oppo* 
ftte to the Cat and Bagpipes, who ihould Sir Gr&* 
gory happen to find there, fquat on the green bench 
at the door, with a pipe in his mouth and a pot of 
F 3 beer 
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beer in his hand, but an old crony of his, 'a fort 
of rider, or fuftian ambaffador, as they are called^ 
that goes about the country taking orders from 
the ihopkeepers ; fo my old gentleman, who 
feemed right glad to meet an old acquaintance^ 
called for another pipe and another pot, and there 
I left them both by the road-fide, enjoying the fulJi 
and duft, tippling brown nappy, and fumigating 
one another moft lovingly with tobacco. So, now, 
which w2Ly are you fleering your courfe ? for, now 
that I have got rid of old Squaretoes, and am at 
a loofe end, I do not care if I go with you« f— 
But, now I think on it, what, in the devil's namey 
fet the two wenches a fcampering off at fuch a 
rate, as foon as they faw me coming ?*' 

Lord Raymond, who faw it would beimpoffi* 
ble to (hake Richard off, thought it would be hit 
beft courfe to confide their plan to him; and,* as 
foon as he had acquainted him with it^ begged he 
would return to Sir Gregory. 

<< No, faith I (replied Richard,) and that I will 
not. 1 like a pretty girlas well as another ; and, 
if all the dogs in the town are to go to the cottage, 
1 do not fee why I have not as good a right as ano* 
ther to make one of the party." 

Lord 
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Lord Raymond was obliged to allow Richard's 
claim to be incontefiible, and was therefore ne- 
ceififated to confent to his accompanying him ; but 
not till he had extorted from him a folemn pro- 
mife that he Would demean himfelf with fingular 
decency and propriety throughout the evening. 



CHAP. XIV. 



INTRODUCTION OF A STRANGER. 



For metaphors he fcarce could ope 
His mouthy but out there flew a trope. 

HUDlBRAf. ' 

AS Lord Raymond and Richard pafled through 
the hanging wood, that waved on one (rf* 
th« mountains which embofomed the romantic vale 
F 4 that 
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. that Rofina's cottage overlooked, diey perceived 
z young man of a genteel appearance, ivho wan- 
dered along the meadow which fkirted the wood, 
and doped down to the fide of the water. Some- 
times he flopped and looked about him, as if in 
admiration of the beauty of the furrounding fcen^B^, 
and again (kipped 'forward with an air of hilarity 
expreffive of vivacity and joy. Sometimes he 
flood ftill on the margin of the water, and feemed 
to bend in filent rapture over the fairy-fcene rc- 
fledled in its bofom ; and he often flooped as he 
went to gather the cowflips and violets that em- 
broidered the fmooth green margin of the river. 

There was an animation in the air and manner 
of the ftran^er that fixed Lord Raymond's atten* 
tion, and excited his curiofity. Refolved to hav« 
a nearer view of him, he turned into a little path 
which led to the fide of the river, and terminated 
in that which was trodden by the flranger. Every 
ftep they to^ brought them nearer to each other, 
but the fVranger, who had got a little farther oa 
than ho,fi Raymond, perceived him not. 

^uft then the windings of the tralley difcovered 
"ico view the cottage of Roftna. On perceiving it, 

the 
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the folitary wanderer made a full &op^ and then 
fuddenly exclaimed, in a tone x>f eathofiafm, 

« I afk no gaudy gifts, no rainbow dyes. 

No fplendid treafures fnatch'd from Plutus' ihrine^ 

Nor wifli for me the pompous dome to rife, 
Ilich with the flaming fpoils of India's mine* 

^y wifbes point me to an humbler fcene> 
Some lowly cottage in a fun-gilt mead> 

Where lakes expanfive fpread the wat'ry platn> 
And oaks extend a venerable ihade% 

Let the wild goats come trooping o*ex the hills. 
And the foft 0ieep, with fleeces white as fnow l 

Let ftately fwans adorn my limpid rills, 
And living rofes fringe them as they flow t 

Rich in fucb treafures, (ball my wayward heart 
At the mean tr i umphs of the great repine i , 

Be theirs the vain parade of mimic art. 
The wild magnificence of nature mine !'* 

^ Spencer !'' cried Lord Raymond, tvho had 
inftantly recollected the voice of the ftranger. 

« Lord Raymond !** exclaimed the other, fud* 
F 5 dcnly 
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denly turning in ftifl greater aftonifliment, " in 
die name of wonder how came you here ?" 

** The phyficians packed me off, in queft of the 
goddefs Hygeia, to this favourite retreat of her's. 
See, I adapt my phrafe to your tafte, and fpeak in 
metaphors; but I may retort your queftion, fori 
am no lefs aftoniflied at finding you running wild 
amongft thefe vales and mountains, when I imagi- 
ned that the duties of your employment confined 
yoii to London." 

** So they would, (returned the ftranger,) only 
that, by fpecial favour, I obtained permiflion to 
Ihift the burden of bufinefs to the fhoulders of a 
mercenary for a few months. You know I am 
under the dominion of a fpirit, who, though not, 
I truft, an unclean one, leads me oft' times " thro' 
the fire and the water," through dangers and 
through difficulties.'* 

*' He is certainly mad, (faid Richard, whifpering 
Lord Raymond j) I do not underftand a word he 
jfays. Let us get rid of him as fail as we can.** 

** I ambutjuft returned from the land of pota- 
toes," laid the ftranger. 

« Well, 
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« Well, (returned Lord Raymond,) I hope you 
had reafon to be (atisfied with your excurfion.'* 

<< Infinite reafon* I beheld a country beautiful 
as Eden, — sl country of which the afpe£k fecms 
emblematic of the character of the inhabitants; 
alluring to ftrangers, cheerful, hofpitable, and 
joyous. I found Iheer wit and excellent claret, 
open hearts and fmiling countenances, folid fenfe 
and good cheer, moft fociably and agreeably blend- 
ed together." 

** Perhaps (faid Lord Raymond) your partiality 
to our Hibernian neighbours is the confequence of 
your having viewed-them only fupcrficially." 

" PoiEbly it Ynay, (returned die ftranger.) See 
this water that flows fmoothly beiide us, fcarcely 
curled by the breeze of the evening; how bright- 
ly are the crimfon clouds, vdth their gold fringes^ 
reflefted in its bofom ! Whilft the fece of hea- 
ven is depi(9ed on its furface, what matters it to 
me what mud and weeds may reft at the bottom ? 
Shall I, by fooliflily diving down in fearch of them, 
throw the vivid fcene into confufion, and diiSpate 
the phantoms fo pleaiing to my 6ye ! 

F6 «cLa 
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<• La foiblefle humaine eft d'apprencfee 
Ce qu'on ne voudroit pas^ fitvoif» * 

We air know that moeh of the happtnels of )n»* 
uan life dependis on bemg agreeably deceived. ^^ 
I deny that felicity can be ioiag jinary.^ • Think yoor-r 
idf h^ppy, and you are lb»" 

^ As wbimfical as erer f (fiudLord Raymond.) 
What ftay did yoa make m Ireland ?'*^ 

** Only a mondi ; yet, in that (hort interval, I 
traveOed from one extremity of the ifland to the 
pther % fronv the G:iant*s Caufeway to the Lake of 
Killarney."^ 

^ And did that feeney: (b famous fur its natural 
beauiiesy anfwer youj? expei£lalions ?" en(|iiire(£ 
Lord Raymond*. 

*« It even exceeded thpcm^ (replied the flranger.y 
See, (^(aidbe^ taking out an ivory table ty,) I have^ 
drawaa (ketch of it." 

. Lord Raymond took the tablet, and read thefr 
lioes*. 

Here 
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Here frolick Nature paints the glawing (cene^ 
With all the vivid brightnefs of Lorraine : 
There, rough'ning into fliadows dark and drear. 
She feems to catch Salvator's gloomy air. 
O'er horrid rocks, on cIoud-capp*d m Antains pirdy 
She reigns fublime, magnificently wild ; 
Or, crown'd with rofes, midft £}]H(ian bow'rs. 
The fweet enchantreft tries her magic powVs, 
From milder fkies fhe calls, to grace the fcene. 
Each beauteous fhrub of bright perennial green ^ 
Bids groves of od'rous myrtles, fcent the aijr. 
And marble rocks the tall arbutus bear ; 
Midft horrid ice bids crimfon fruitage grow. 
And twines with flow'ry wreaths old Wintcrli 
brow,' 

^ Your fketcb, though flight, is animated,'^ faid 
Lord Raymond, who thought a compliment in* 
difpeniibly neceiFary to> the occaGon^ 

** Wherever I go, (returned the ftrangcr,) I a- 
mu& myfelf with taking views, which, however 
incorreft and unfinifhed they may appear to others, 
anfwer the only purpofe I defire,!— that of amufing. 
myfelL" 

•* Taking 
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« Taking views ! (faid Richard.) Dear Sir, 
if it is not too much trouble, I beg you will be fo 
good as to (hew me iome of them, for there is 
.nothing I am fonder of than looking at pretty pic- 
tures of landfcapes> and things of that fort." 

« The views I toke, (replied the ftranger, fmi- 
ling,) are chiefly from animated nature." • : 

<< Animated nature! (repeated Richard j) that 
is, I fuppofe, of birds, and beads, and iiflies, and 
fnails, and creeping things* Well, though I con- 
fefs I do not think them fo kandfomt by a great 
deal as pictures of houfes, and bridges, and mills, 
and trees, and water, but particularly old arches 
and ruinated caftles, yet, for all that, I would ra- 
ther feethem than nothing. And who knows but 
you have goj feme drawings of fome out of the way 
outlandifh Iri(h animals, fuch as we have never 
feen before ?" 

« Yes, I have, indeed, (replied the ftranger,) 
and of a fpecies fo extraordinary too, that many of 
my own countrymen will never be perfuaded 
to believe they were faithfuHy copied from the 
life. 1 fancy I have fome of them about me, (con- 
tinued he, rummaging in his pockets, and draw- 
ing out fome foiled rumpled fheets of written pa- 
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per,) you will find thetn contained in thefe leaves, 
if you think them worth the trouble of infpedling,** 

<^ Lord ! (faid Richard,) what are you dream* 
ing of ? I fee nothing on this dirty paper you have 
given me but fome fcrawls of writing, like verfes." 

<< My friend Spencer exhibits his pi^ures to 
the niind's eye, (faid Lord Raymond, taking the 
fragments from Richard,) and they are not greatly 
calculated to gratify your mental optics, I doubt." 

He was going to open the flieets, but Spencer 
ftopped him. 

" Hold, my Lord, (faid he ;) wait, if ycu pleafe, 
until we are feparated. I have but a quarter of 
an hour to enjoy your converfation, and I have no 
inclination to wafte that little interval in Ilftening 
to the repetition of my own verfes, and the prai- 
fes your Lordfhip will think it neceflary to found 
forth on the occafion. Indeed, I always feel great 
compaflion, when I fee a poor devil of a hearer 
faftened on by fome greedy poet, eager in the pur- 
fuit of fame, and infatiable in his thirft for praife. 
How have I pitied the awkwardnefs of his fituation, 
whilft judgment, tafte,and fancy, revolted againft 
the encomiums which politenefs> perhaps huma- 
nity, extorted from his lips !" 

4 <« But 
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^ But, ferioufly and ilncerely, (faid Lord Rajp- 
mond,) I think nature has gifted you with a poeti- 
cal tafte, and I have often wondered that you ne- 
ver applied yourfelf to the cultivation of a talent £> 
univeriaUy and deiervedly admired*'' 

<< In the firft place, (returned the ftranger,) I 
lun by no means certain I poilefi the poetic tafte 
yott afcribe to me, which undoubtedly compre- 
hends many requiCtes befuies St knack at tagging 
fhymes. With every advantage of cultivation, ngr 
genius would probably never have artfen to more 
than mediocrity. Though I may fometimes feel 
an inclination to wander into poetic ground, dutyr 
and reafon ai&gn to me a different province, and 
forbid me to fix my reridei>ce in that enchanted 
fphere ; and I confefs i have never ferioufly re^ 
gretted the Interdidion* When I make only a ca« 
fual excurfion to Pamaflus, it appears tov me an 
Elyfium ; its paths embroidered with flowers, and 
its fummit, like that of Olympus, crowned with 
ftars, and irradiate with glory* But, had I afpired 
to its dangerous elevation, I might have found 
that, like other high mountains, it is fiibjeft to* 
fogs'and vapours , that " fhadows, clouds, and dark- 
nefs, reft upon it ;" and that fhining wreaths of 
bays are often crowns of thorns to their pofleflbrs.'^ 

CHAP. 



ItOSINA. tti 



CHAP, XV. 



CONVERSATION. 



Let not ialfe wifs deceitful glory 
Lead yoa from wifdom's paths aftray^ 

What genius lives renownM in ftoi7 
Who found to happinefs the way* 

« T Believe you are right, (laid Lord Raymonds) 
X if evil preponderates in the balance of hu« 
man life, thofe, on whom nature has beftowed the 
fmalleft portion of fufceptibility, have commonly 
moftreafonto be fatisfied with her difpenfations; 
but thofe are not her poetic children." 

*« Oh, no ! (returned Spcncen) They are an 
irritable race I Seniltive as the mimofii, they 

ihrink. 
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Ihrink and tremble even at the paffing breeze. — - 
Like the cameleon, they live on air, and like that, 
too, they catch whatever colour the caprice of 
popular opinion may ordain them to refleil. 

Rapture and agony, in nature's loom. 

Have form'd the changing tifTue of their doom | 

Both interwoven with fo nice an art, 

No pow'r can tear the twifted threads apart* 

" One would think they poffefled rich mines of 
happinefs in their own bofoms ; but, defpifing the 
treafures of the native foil, and impelled by fome 
flrange infatuation, they embark their hopes and 
wifhes on a tumultuous ocean, and, like ignorknt 
favages, barter their fterling ore for toys and trin- 
Icets. 

" I have fomewhere heard it remarked, that au* 
thors, the reverfe of all other ohjefls,- magnify by 
diilance, and diminifh by approach. It reminds 
one of a city built on a hill, and in perfpedive, 
where the towers, fpires, and lofty parts' are feen 
with admiration, but, on a nearer approach, we 
difcover narrow ftrcets, little alleys, and offenfivc 
objecSts. 

"Now, 
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« Now, in my idea, a nian is more rationally 
and ufefully employed in cleanfing his dirty alleys, 
making ftrait his crooked paths, and keeping in 
fubje£bion a certain riotous and unruly banditti, 
called the paffions, which are apt to make (ad ha- 
vock in the intelledual commonwealth, than in e« 
re£Hng fuperb and ftately ftrudlures to attra£k the 
admiration of the misjudging multitude.'* 

«< But let it be remembered, (faid Lord Ray« 
mend,) that, after your little dirty crooked lanes 
and alleys fhall be fwept to oblivion, and all tho(e 
rebellious pafiions undergo a final extinction, thofe 
iiiperb flru£lures (Hall exift to future ages, glo- 
rious' monuments of departed genius, ftrikingly 
ufeful leflbns to mankind, and powerful incentives 
to laudable emulation/' 

« Why, I confcfs, (faid the ft ranger, finilii^g,) 
much may be faid on both fides : but I feel my ge- 
nius very inadequate to the tafk of raifmg any of 
tbofe fubftantial monuments which are calculated 
to triumph over the ravages of time. Befides, I 
am naturally toa indolent to learn the art of poe- 
try^ and too eccentric to be bound by the trammels 
with which the legiflators in this fcience have been 
pleafed to fetter the mufes. Whilft I was lately in 

Ireland> 
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. Ireland, fome local circumftances itiTpired me with 
the idea of writing a fort of poeticsd novd, of 
^hicb the bene was to lie in that country. I co» 
pied nature, and introduced fome chara&eriftic 
iketcbes of the inhabitants of the more uncivilized 
iproviaoes, which, I fancied, might not be unm^ 
4ereftiflg to thofe to whom Aej might exhibit a 
novel fcene. My Ktde work advanced rapidly ; it 
was almoft finiflied, when, on my arrival at Holy- 
Jtead, Z chanced to find aa eld friend there wait- 
ing for a wind to carry him oven We fpent the 
eveni% together ; ourconverfation turned on th^ 
country I had juft quitted, and for which he was 
i>n the point of embazUng. I introduced my tale, 
cxpe^ng to find him exceedingly delighted with 
the fingularity of fome of my cbaradlers i but, to 
my great difappointment, he (book bis bead, and 
told me it would never do." 

«< Who (faidhe) can poffibly decide on the me- 
rit of a portrait that has never had an opportunity 
of comparing it with the original i If, in fuch a 
pidure, the features and caft of countenance be 
very unlike thofe we have been accuftomed to 
contemplate, inftead of receiving it as a faithful 
reprefentation of nature, (ball we not be inclined 
to condemn it as a diftorted caricatiure I Beildes, 

Spencer^ 
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Spencer> there is a fort of heterogeneous combU 
nation of the comic with the tn^ic, which per« 
vades every compofition of jour's that has hitherta' 
fallen under my obfervation, and which, to (peak 
candidly, is utterly inconfiftent ¥rith the dignity of 
poefy. There was a time, indeed, when Mel« 
pomene and Thalia were allowed to fport together 
on the fame icene, and pennitted to try their ma* 
gic feats by turns, like contending jugglers. But 
modern criticifm confines them to peculiar diftrids^ 
and no longer permits them to infringe the pro- 
vinces of each other/' 

** Modern criticifm, (replied I,) as great a Ibr- 
cerefs as (he is, would find it a hard taik to con« 
fine me within the limits of her magic circle;'' 

<< At leaft, (replied my old friend,) as flie 
guards the entrance of the temple Fame, fhe may 
puniih your contempt of her laws by excluding 
you from any portion of celebrity." 

<< That can be no puniihment (faid I) to aper« 
fon who never ifpired to it." 

«« And what the devil do you write for i for you^ 
are not in the predicament of thofe poor ftarve^ 

ling 
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ling elves of poets who are obliged to fend out the 
fweepings of their brains in order to repleniih the 
emptinefs of their bellies." 

" Have you never feen children entertain them- 
felves with picking wild flowers, (faid I,) and 
then throw them away again, when any other ju- 
venile purfuit diverted their attention ? To con- 
vince you how little value 1 fet on my own pro- 
dudions, as I fee you cafting your eyes around in 
fearch of paper to light your pipe with, I will make 
you a prefent of three of the moft pithy leaves of 
my poem for that purpofe/' 

" Why, in truth, (replied my old friend, fmi- 
ling as he fpoke,) I believe you may as well make 
that ufe of it as any other ; for, though, (conti- 
nued he, endeavouring to mitigate the afperity 
of difapprobation with fucb a fcanty pittance of 
commendation as candor warranted him to. afford 
me,) for though you have certainly a poetical ear, 
and fome of your verfes are not totally deftitute 
of harmony, yet, after all, writing without judg- 
ment is like playing by ear ; and, though fuch 
compofitions may difplay genius, they will never 
4:onfer permanent &tisfadion." 

" And 
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" And fince that period, (continued the ftran- 
ger,} convinced that my manufcript was good 
for nothing, I have diftributed its fragments libe- 
rally to fuch as required them, and it is but rea- 
fonable to fuppofe that the numerous tobacco-pipes 
which were lighted by thefe confecrated brands have 
fent up many bright and poetical images to the 
craniums of fuch as fmoked them. 

« But adieu ; I muft be gone inftantly. My 
landlady has promifed to take me with her, to 
witnefs the celebration of a Cambrian wedding 
this evening, where poffibly I may find fubjeds for 
new fketches ; for, whilft I find an innocent, and 
not an irrational amufcment in fcribbling, fcribble 
I will till fate (hall clofe the volume of my life." 

" But, (faid Lord Raymond,) a-propos to wed- 
dings, I hoped your own would have been con- 
cluded before this time." 

" I hoped fo too j but I think Solomon tells us, 
that Hope deferred makes the heart fick : mine 
has had many a qualm on this fubje£i j but fortune, 
at length, has deigned to lay afide her frowns, for 
I received a letter yefterday to inform me of the 
death of my Stella's uncle, who, by leaving her a 

a hand- 
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a handiome fortune, has made us fbme amends 
for having lived fo long, as if on purpofe to tor* 
ment us/' 

^ I moft fincerely congratulate you on this e« 
. vent, (faid Lord Raymond,) and muft acknow- 
ledge your filial duty and fraternal aflFe£lion merit 
the recompenfe that awaits you." 

«( Can there be any merit (returned the ftran- 
ger) in the performance of duties of which tfa& 
negleA would be criminal ? Shall man, bom 
with thofe fuperior faculties and finer feniations, 
which di(lingui(b him from the brute,^-with a fpi- 
rit adive to explore and fubtle to penetrate, a 
perception to diftin|;uifli good from evil in this 
involved and variegated fcene of human life, and 
a heart, formed by the benevolent Author of hts 
being to pant with fympathetic impulfes, and vi- 
brate at the fighs of forrow; — (hall fuch a being 
arrogate any merit to himfelf, if, not always bu- 
rying his glorious talents in the earth, and cling- 
ing to its furface with ** brutal acquiefcence," he 
fometimes rifes to a more congenial and elevated 
region, extends his views to the feelings of his fel- 
low-creatures, and derives from philanthropy that 
refined and exquifitc enjoyment which is vainly 
5 fought 
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fought for in the gratification of a fenfual feliifli« 
nefs !" 

<« But have you no apprehenfion (faid Lord 
Raymond, changing a converfation which was 
very little adapted to his tafte) that, whilft, wan- 
dering to other climates in purfuit of amufement, 
you leave the heart of your miftrefs undefended ? 
Some foreign tnarauder may make depredations on 
your territory ?*' 

** No, no ! (returned the ftranger }) I bid de» 
fiance to them all. 

The world fliall in its atoms end 
Ere Stella, can forfake her friend. 

But adieu ! I muft write to her, and I fear I (hall 
be too late for the poft,'* 

He kcw o^ as be fpoke without waiting for a 
reply. 

" With too much thinking to have common 
thought, (repeated Lord Raymond, looking after 
him, and fmiling as he fpoke,) what a Arangebe'^ 
ing ! That filly fellow has kept an amiable v/o* 
man waiting for him fix years through a piece of 
fcntimental knight-errantry, that he might be 

Vol. m. G enabled 



fM R O f I N A. 

enabled in the mean time to fupport an old doting 
mother, and two maiden tabbies of fifters, in the 
affluence to which they had been accuftomed du- 
ring the life of his father." 

Richard paufed a moment. *' Well, (faid he,) 
^d do not you think him a great blockhead for his 
pains ?'* 

«« I believe, Richard, moft people will join with 
me in that opinion.'' 

" Aye, to be fure, (faid Richard.) I dare fay 
now, if you ftood in his ihoes, you would have 
let all the old cats go to the devil, or only allowed 
them ten pounds a year a piece, to keep tbem fron^ 
ftarving for confcience fake." 

«* I believe, indeed, I fliould have put them off 
with fonie fuch comfortable eftablilhment," faid 
Lord Raymond. 

*« Faith ! I am convinced you would, (faid Ri- 
chard s) for, do you know now, I only faid that 
to try you ? for, for all your politenefs and French 
compliments, I have long had a (hrewd fufpicioii 
that you have not a bit more good nature in youi 
: . . , than 
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dian your neighbours. Aye, aye, people may call 
me a bear and a brute, and what not, bur, if we 
were both to be turned infide out, 1 believe I 
fliould make the better figure of the two ; for I 
know, if I had the ftaff in my own hands, I 
would not give my mother, and Lucy, and So- 
phy, the turn out for the fined fhe that ever wore 
ahead," 

" Pfliaw ! you fool ! (faid Lord Raymond,) I 
^oke ironically." 

** Oh ! now you are going on with your tricks, 
(faid Richard,) but that will not pafs. See what it is 
to be a courtier, and know how to vfeer about, like a 
weathercock, with every blall that blows.— That is 
another thing about you that I do not at all like. 
All the time that that young fellow was here talk- 
ing to you, you did nothing bftt cry him up as a 
miracle, and compliment him like a dragon ; yet, 
no fooner was his back turned,' than you fell to a- 
bufing him. Now, if I had any thing to (ay a- 
galnft a perfon, I would fay it to his face, for I 
hate a backbiter worfe than a toad." 

Lord .Raymond afFeSed to laugh at thefc obfer- 
vations, and fhortly afterwards they arrived at the 
cottage* 

G 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVI. 

FEMALE ORATORY. 



Her words fly fwift, and rapid as the wind. 

THOUGH the young ladies were not much 
delighted at feeing Lord Raymond accom- 
panied by Richard) they were fomewhat appeafed 
on perceiving^ the uaufual gravity and fobriety of 
his demeanour. 

Rofma entertained her fair guefts, who had in- 
troduced themfelves to her on pretence of want- 
ing fome painted flowers, with a fweet compla- 
cency and politenefs which exceedingly captivated 
them. 

After 
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After fhe had made tea for them, Sophy Evelyn 
aOced her, whether fhe had not found the winter 
very lonely and folitary. 

Roiii^a replied, that fometimes, when the wea- 
ther was very bad, {he had found the hours hang 
rather heavilji^ but that, in general, (he had fpent 
her time very agreeably, 

«* You muft doubtlcfs poflefs great fortitude, 
fair ftranger, (iaid Mifs Eleanora,) to be able to 
^econrile yourfeif to a fituation no lefs unfuitablo 
to your birth, than inadequate to your extraor- 
dinary merit." 

Rofina looked much furprifed at this unexpected 
addrefs: (he coloured deeply, and darted a re-^ 
proachful glance at Lord Raymond, apprehenfiv« 
Aat he had betrayed her. 

** And pray (faid Lord Raymond, immediately 
endeavouring to exculpate himfelf from the charge) 
what reafon have you to fuppofe our &ir neigh- 
bour's birth to be unfuiuble to her prefent fita* 
ation?" 

G 3 << What 
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" What reafon, my Lord ! (returned Mifs ETe- 
anora,) can any one that has the leaft feeling, or 
fentiment, or fufceptibility^ be fo ftupid as to fup- 
pofe, for a fmgle inftant, that this charming young 
lady can owe her origin to that vulgar old wretch 
of a peafant that we met juft now wheeling out 
dung in a barrow ! Such a fuppofition is quite 
incongruous, and has not the leaft appearance of 
probability. It is invain^ (continued (he, judging 
this to^ be a favourable opportunity of introducing 
an oration which fhe had that morning compofed 
for the occafion) it is in vain^ that you would en- 
deavour to perfuade us, that fo much merit as you 
poiTefs, united to fo much beauty, and fb many 
elegant accompltihments, could have been firft 
introduced^ to the light of heaven beneath the roof 
of a fhabby cottage. Rather muft we fuppofe, 
fhat fome unmerited calamity has forced you to 
lay afide your hereditary dignity for a period, and 
exchange it for thefe weeds of ruftic fimplicity 
whrch fo ill accord with that air of noblenefs and 
grandeur, of which, being inherent^ you caimpt 
diveft yourfelf." 

From the moment Mifs Eleanora had begun her 
harangue, the eyes of the reft of the company were 
turned towards her, and ftill continued rivetted on 

her 
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her in incrcafing aftonifhment. She had, howy 
€ver, only paufed to take breath, and enjoy the 
admiration of her eloquence, which fhe read in thq 
countenances of Jier auditors in charaSers very 
legible to her vanity, however impervious they 
might have been toxommon obfervers, who would 
have perceived nothing but adonifhment at her 
abfurdity. 

" Your prcfent cclipfe, beautiful incognita, 
(continued (he,) reminds us of that which the fair 
cmprefs of the night fometimes fufFers from the 
. intervention of malignant vapours : but be aflured, 
that, however the malice of fortune may over- 
fhadow your deftiny, your charms and virtues have 
raifed you up friends who will not only mod ten-' 
derly fympathize in the affliction under which a 
mind of your fupreme fenfibility muft labour, but 
will alfo, to the utmoft of their efforts — — ." 

Our female orator was fomewhat difconcerted 
in this part of her harangue by a very loud fnoring, 
ivhich ifliied from the nafal organs of Richard, who 
bad gradually clofed his eye-lids, and reclined his 
head on the back of the chair. Though by no 
means infenfible to the feverity of this farcafms, 
which made the reft of the company laugh heartily, 
G 4 flic 
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fhe began to rally* her difcomfited ideas, and con* 
tinued to addrefs Rofina, who fdt herfcif exceed* 
iii^ly embarrafled and awkward. 

<< I think I was afluring you, amiable cottager, 
(continued (he, rummaging her memory for the 
thread of concatenation, on which was ftrung 
abundance of fimilies and metaphors more precious 
than oriental pearls, i « the eftimatton of the fair 
colledtor,) I think I was aiTuring you that your 
beauty had rendeted you fecure of powerful af« 
Xillance, and ^— *— " 

" Yes, divine incognita, (interrupted Lord 
Raymond, deilrous of freeing Roftna from this 
inundation of impertinence,) yes, divine incog- 
nita, I fwear by every thing that is beauttful and 
heroic, that if you will but indicate to me the 
abode of the execrable monfter, whofe deteftable 
and prefumptuous paHion lias necei&tated you to 
obfcuie your angelic perfections beneath^ the roof 
of this (habby cottage, I will not only beftow on 
him as many la(hes with a cat-o* nine-tails as you 
ihall deem fufficient to expiate his offence, but 
will alfo trail his recreant carcafe through the firft 
borfc-pond that prefents itfelf to my view." 

• . This 
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This ludicrous addrefi effectually anfwered its 
purpc^e, by making every one laugh; and M](s 
Eleanora, though exceedingly mortified and dif* 
concerted at the ill fuccefs of her oration, endea« 
voured to laugh with the reft. 

To give a new turn to a converfation which 
was diftreffing to Rofina, Lord Raymond pro« 
duced the manufcript which die ftranger had given 
to Richard, and propofed ^camining its contents 
in the garden. The plan was agreed to. Auftia 
brought them fome leaves of ftraw-berries, whicb 
he bad gathered whilft they were at tea; Lord 
Raymond threw himfelf on the grafs ; the ladies 
and Richard feated themfelves in a little circle 
around him, whilft he began to examine the tat-^ 
lercd renmants. ^ 
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CHAP. XVIL 



VRACAfENTS.. 



«« TTTERE is the beginning, (faid Lord Rap 
XX mond, as he looKed over the leaves,} 
how did that eicape V^ 



FRIEND of the poor, and lord of wide domains,. 
O^Brien liv'd in Muxiften'sL fertile plains ; 
On filver Sure his lordljc'caftle ffood,. 
And viewM its Gothic turrets in the flood- 
Deep in a vale it rofe with gfoomy pride. 
With baftions flank'd, with ramparts fortified :: 
For here, vAen civfl Difcord*s hated broil 
Chas'd white-rob'd Concord from this deftin'd iile j 
When Superftition from her horrid cell* 
Invok'd that hideous fono^Tanatic Zeal, 

f^Herc^ 
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« Here, (faid Lord Raymond,) all the exploits 
of Superftition and Fanaticifm have been doomed 
to the fiery ordeal of the tobacco-pipe. What 
FoUowjB next? O, a defcription of the heroine, 
as I fuppofe/' 



One only daughter had this worthy fage. 
The fweet Ellena, treafure of his age. 
With partial pride he viewM this lovely child. 
In duty tender, as in temper mild ; 
Fervent in friendfliip, in devotion warm, 
Faultlefs in mind, and beautiful in form } 
In Nature's fweet, but fimple charms array 'd. 
No borrowed graces deck'd the lovely maid ^ 
Untaught to play, to fing, to drefs, to dance. 
To (peak the tongue, or wear the modes of France j 
Her golden trefles curlM with native grace. 
In bright profufion round her fmiling/aces 
And as ibme woodlark, in its native plain. 
Swells with wild harmony the varied ftrain, 
Ellena's voice pofTefTed a powerful charm 
To melt the ftubborn, and the cold to warm. 
Like David's harp, to bid wild tumult ceaie. 
And footh the difcord of the foul tp peace* 

G * Hex 
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Her eyes effus'd a more cnlightniag ra]r> 
A purer dawn of intelledlual day : 
For Nature, like fome fairy, at her birth, 
£ndow'd her with each gift of mental worthy 
So fweet ihe look'd, as if the earthly veil, 
Too fine th* imprifon*d angel to conceal. 
But faintly ihrouded a celeftial grace. 
That beamed with foften'd radiance from her face*. 

So young> fo good, (b lovely, fo beloved, 
All eyes were charm'd, and ev'ry heart was mov^d* 
Ellena^s praife was rumour's fav'rite theme, 
And rival crouds of kneeling vot'ries came : 
For Fortune, fond her graces to unfold. 
Had plac'd this diamond in a fhrine of gold. 
But had bleak Poverty been doom'd to fliroud 
Its vivid luftre in her chilling cloudy— 
Oh, had this gem of precious price been foundl 
With rubbifli mix'd, negleded on the grouiKf, 
Full many a breaft, whofe arrogance and pride^ 
Like ^fop's cock> would fpurn the pearl afide,^ 
Now tempted by the ricluiefs of the (hrine^ 
With fond devotion hail its rays divine I 

Her father's tendernefs reprcfs'd his voice. 
He neither urg'd> nor would reftrain her choice; 

And 
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Aoi (he difdain'd that difmgenuous art. 
That firft allures, and then rejefts a heart; 
That fooths the paifion which it means to fcorn. 
And plants in Hope*s foft: bread the poignant thorn; 
Her liberal mind, with early wifdom fraught, 
(For oft* flie read, and very oft' fhe thought,) 
Let no afpirer o'er the reft prevail. 
But weigh'd them all in candour's equal (caIe.<-*» 



« Another hiatus, (faid Lord Raymond j) here 
feveral pages are torn away/* 

" Ah, whatapky! (feidMifs Eleanora.) That 
Ellena muft have been a divine creature; and fince 
ihe had fo many admirers, in all probability we 
ihguld have heard of her falling deeply in love with 
one or other of them.** 

w Aye, to be fure, (faid Richard,) you girl* 
never reft thinking of love> until you get your- 
felves married : but the dfevil a one of you trouble 
your beads much about it afterwards. 

« I wi(h, my Lord, (faid Rofina,) your friend 
had not made fuch unmerciful havock» I begin 
to be iaterefted;— pray proceed. 

Meantime^ 
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Meantime, by coldnefs chiird, the fuitors iff 
For love by hope uncberifh'd (bon will die; 
To other plains and kinder nymphs they rov'd^ 
And left Ellena to the peace Ihe lov'd. 
The firft dear chyeSt of her tender cares. 
To ibotb her aged fire's declining years; 
His grateful bofom felt the gentle charm^ 
And oft' he lean'd delighted on her arm ; 
And as with artlels tendernefs (he fmil'd, 
AdorM the Power who gave this lovely chili 

One ev'ning, as they wander'd through the vale,, 
She fweetly lift'ning to an oft'-told tale, 
A youthful ftranger chanc'd to crofs the way, 
A pea£uit fwain in neat but plain array : 
Adown his (boulders hung his auburn locks,, 
And at his back a £itchel £ll'd with books* 

Our worthy 'fquire, whofe ufe it was to greet 
Each wand'ring pafTenger he chanc'd to meet, 
Addrefs'd the youth with kind and cordial fmile> 
And a(k'd if he had journey'd many a mile i 
Whether to walk all night was his intent ! 
Or to what neighb'ring village he was bent ? 

The youth with modeft fweetnefe thus replied. 
And as he fpoke full bitterly he figh'd :— • . ^ 

ii Claims 
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^ ^ ClaimM by no kindred, xherifli^d bynofriend^ 
To no peculiar Ipot my fteps I bend* 
The child of mis'ry, to misfortune bom. 
Of all the human rj^ce the moft forlorn, 
I (eek a refuge for diis deftin'd head, 
But chance alone dire<5ls the paths I tread/' 

<< Say, rather. Heaven ! (excIaimM the pitying 
maid ;) 
For doubtlefs Heaven has fent us to your aid* 
But, flranger, tell, for furely we can trace 
A mind fuperior to the vulgar race: 
Tell why fuch mean and fordid weeds as thefe 
Difgrace yourxourdy mien and poliih'd phraie*'^ 

As from her lips the gentle accents flow. 
The ftranger's cheeks with vivid blulhes glow ; 
He hangs bis head, and thro' his fhadpwing hair. 
Darts timid glances at th' unconfcious fair* 



M Here is a horrible chafin, (faid Lord Ray^- 
mond;) the pages which are torn away contaii^ 
the hiftory of the young peafant." 

« Ah, how unmerciful ! f faid Mils EleanorajJ 
$joA I could lay a wager that he will turn out in 

the 
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the end to be a difguifed baron, or fomc fuch il- 
luftrious chieftain." 

«* Poffibly he may," laid Lofd Raymond. 



Now the mild moon, with majefty ferene. 
Diffused her placid luftre o*er the fcene ; 
With loitering ftep they homewards bent their way. 
Led through the dark wood by the filver ray; 
When, lo ! a folemn found ftole on their ears. 
Soft as the fomphony of tuneful fpheres ; 
*Twas Demid's voice, die bard who knew full well 
To wrap the foul in mufic's magic fpell. 
They check their fleps in fudden awe, and fee 
The aged minftrel leaning *gainft a tree : 
The Ifttle boy that led him in his road, 
Sunk in foft flumber, prefs'd the velvet fod. 
Foi^, ah ! the poor old Demid's fate unkind 
Had form'd him, tike his father, Oilian, blind. 
Yet oft, when Heaven has quench'd the vifual ray, 
It pours a tenfold flood of mental day< 
Lefs warp*d by paffion from her fteady courfe. 
Does reafon rule with more cglle£live force I 
Do the rich gems of genius burn more bright. 
Like ftars that borrow luftre from the night ? 

Ar« 
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Are the fweet energies of thought impreft. 
With tenderer tranfport on thg. tuneful breaft. 
To fire to brighter flights the impafHon'd mind ? 
Elfe, why v/ere Homer, Milton, Offian blind ? 

Round Demid's form a ruffet robe was flung. 
As bending graceful o'er his harp he hung, 
The moon-beams quiv'ring thro* the tufted £hade|, 
Play'd with foft radiance round his hoary head* 
In forrow's fofteft notes, the good old man 
The plaintive tale of Armyn thus began.— « 



THE 80KG OF ARMYIT. 

SAD ! I am fad,' indeed I not light the woe 
That bids thefe eyes their ftreams eternal pour. 

No warrior fon the terror of the foe. 
Oh, Irifmor ! haft thou followed to the tomb 

No lovely daughter, like a vernal flow'r 
Crulh'd by a lingering ftorm of wintry fnoWy 
Sunk to the cold earth in her rofeate bloom I 

Thy children flourifh fair in beauty's grace» 

But Armyn is the laft of all his race ! 

Rife, ye winds of Autumn, rife. 
Wildly lafh the foaming waves, 
Mountains, from your dreary caves 

Four the black mifts o'er the fkies. - 

Mooflu 
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Moon, amid the turbid air 
Dimly (hew thy blotted fphere ! 
Gufli, gufh, ye torrents ! Ye loud thunders, roll ! 
On this white head, ye forked light'nings, dart. 
Howl, ye wild fpirits of the tempelf, howl. 
And call that night of horror to my heart ! 
That night of horror when Arijidal fell. 
And Daura bade the world farewell ! 
O, Daura, O, my daughter ! thou wert bright 

As moon-beams trembling on Morveno's vale; 
Fair as the fleecy fnow on Ardven's height; 
Soft as the turtle brooding in the vale ! 



" Here, (faid Lord Raymond,) two pages, which 
contain, as I fuppofe, the difaftrous ftory of the 
dhildren of the old man, arc entirely torn away/* 



When the wild tempefts of the mountains roaff: 
Forlorn I wander on the founding (hore j 
When ocean bids his hollow furges rlf?. 
Upon Aat fatal rock I fix my eyes. 
Oft' by the fetting moon's laft glimmering rays 
I fee their {hadowy fpeflres as I gaze. 
In mournful conference o'er the heath they go. 
Ah, in pity to my woe 

Hear, 
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Hear, Arindal ! D'aura, hear ! 
Sta/, ye pale forms, ye haggard phantoms, ftay ! 

See a father's deep defpair. 
Alas, they wave their heads, And glide away ! 
They flit before the tempefts as they fweep ; 
Their fhadowy forms are mingled with the deep ! 

He ceas'd. Our wand'rers lift'ning as he fung> 
With mute attention on his accents hung ; 
The fad notes vibrate on Ellena's breaft. 
Which, like the harp by airy fingers preft, ' 
Sighs at each breeze, and trembles at each gale. 
With more than female foftnefs form'd to feel : 
Soft as that murm'ring lyre^ when fairy wings 
Of whifp'ring zephyrs fweep the fUver ftrings« 

And now returning in a little group. 
The antique hall rec^iv'd our. gentle troop: 
With hofpitable care, our good old Yquire 
Made Demid chafe his fingers at the fire ; 
A tripod facred to this reverend gueft— 
A three-legg'd ftool was in the chimney pIac'd.«-« 



<< Another interruption, (iatd Lord Raymond :) 
two or three pages have been denioliflied in this 
place.'*. 

Meantime^ 



» i 
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Meantime, as one of more exalted mincf. 
To higher fcenes the ftranger was conrign'd* 

" With fome, (O'Brtan faid,) your humble birA 
Might caft a (hzdo^ to eclipfe your worth ; 
But when our candid reafon throws afide 
Each little partial prejudice of pride. 
That worth moft truly honourable feems, 
Which bur (Is the cloud, and fnines with native 

beams. 
But, as dependence is a chain that binds 
In hateful fetters, elevated minds ; 
Whilft underneath this roof you wifh to reft. 
Not as a menial, but a friend and gueft, 
Your pupil in this gentle maid behold. 
She wants your knowledge, and you want her goId»^ 



« But,. how the devil did he come by all this 
knowledge! (interrupted Richard.) Was it out 
of the two or diree books that he carried in a fat- 
chel at his back that he got it? But it makes 
out the proverb, that liars have need of good me- 
mories. A fine old.fellow, to fet up a common 
4)alpeco, by way of fchool-mafter to his daughter/* 

« Lordj 
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5* Lord, (faid Mifs Eleanora,) how you cavil 
at every thing ! Don't you fee it was his fuperior 
education that recommended him to the notice of 
the old gentleman and Miw EUena ? For there's 
no room to doubt of his being a young Lord in 
difguife i and you'll fee fhe will fall in love with 
him by and bye." 

<* Aye, you are plaguy forni of making lords 
and ladies of every body ! Now, don't you take 
it into your head that I, too, am fome great grandee 
or other ?" 

** Indeed, Mr. Richard, it has frequently oc- 
curred to me, that you muft have been changed at 
nurfe ; fo little do you refemble all the reft of your 
family." 

«« Never heed it, (faid Richard,) TU be up^t 
fides with you for that cut, yet.'' 

«« Pray, my Lord, read on," laid Rofina^ 



Here (faid Lord Raymond) are feveral pagett 



entire,'* 



Meantime9 
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Meantime, the youth, affiduous in his care, ' 
And earneft to inflru(9: the docile fair, 
Spreads to her view a variegated ftore, 
And leads her mind through paths untrod before : 
And tho' fome thorns amid the flow'rs (he found. 
Some 'tangled labyrinths and uneven ground. 
The youthful tutor clears the way with eafe, 
And guides her ardent footfteps through the maze. 
He plumes her daring wing to (bar on high, 
And view the glorious wonders of the fky : 
But whilft the iilver fpheres around her roll, 
Lefs heav'nly ardours feize her kindling foul : 
More than the mufic of thofe filver fpherc's. 
The tutor's gentle accents charm her ears : 
As drinks the orient flow'r the morning beam. 
Her foul expands to catch th' extatic flame ! 

And was it-then the father's guardian care 
That led th' unconfcious virgin to the fnare ? 
He thought not (he, who fcorn'd a courtly train 
Of wealthy youths, could love a fimple fwain^ 
Alas ! why knew he not no chain can bind 
The free aifedions of the noble mind. 
Which, confecrate to Nature's holy fhrine, 
Spurn each vile idol with a zeal divine : 
Ambition, intereft, all the fordid pow'rs 
Which, felf-enflav'd, the erring world adores ! 

O, when 
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O, when two breafts, with equal virtues fraught, 
With equal fenfe, and elegance of thought, 
Releas'd from tyrant cuftom's harfh control. 
In focial freedom mingle foul with foul, - 
How dear the tie, how tender, and how fond ! 
And honour fan£):ifies the lovely bond. 

Beware, ye parents, nor with hand profane 
Attempt to violate that filver chain ! 
To quench that fire, whofe vital flame imparts 
Immortal energy to human hearts. 

But Ellen knew the tender duteous cares 
She ow'd her father in his aged years. 
Ah ! could her hand refolve to wound that breaft. 
Her infant place of refuge and of rcfl, 
Whofe fond affeftion had fo well fupplied 
A mother's place, — her father, friend, and guide ! 
She knew her fire, impatient of difgrace. 
And jealous of the honour of his race. 
Would fooner wifli her blood ihould ceafe to floWf 
Than. fee it mingled with a flream fo low. 
Thus the fweet fu(F*rer, like the Spartan child. 
Who hid his theft, and 'midft his tortures fmil'dj 
ConcealM her agony, and veil'd with art 
The flolen paffion preying •n her heart. 

Inftruded 
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Inftru(2ed by a fentiment refin'd, 

An inborn worth and dignity of mind. 

She left her leflbn^, threw her books afide, 

And fhunn'd her tutor with a modcft ptidc. 

The young preceptor's varying cheek expreft 

The fecret tumult of his*alter'd brcaft ; 

His eyes, toO) quelHon'dj^and the gentle fair 

Felt their mute language more than fhe could bear. 

Yet ftill by honour's voice exaftly fway'd, 

And to herfelf fevere, th' heroic maid 

With prudent caution from the field withdrew, 

And where* fhe could riot conquer, nobly flew. 

At a wild mountain's foot, 'midft {baking bogs, 
"Where never fun^beams pierc'd the hov'ring fogs. 
The viftim of time's defolating power. 
There ftandsa half-dclapidated tower; 
Far as the eye can reach brown raarfhes fpread. 
And horrid rocks hang threat'ning o'er the head. 
There, never breathe the balmy airs of fpring. 
There, never warbling minftrel fpreads its wing. 
But owls and bats, and all that gloomy train, 
In unmolefled quiet hold their reign. 
Such was the refuge poor EU^na fought 
To footh to peace her agitated thought; 
For here (he knew no keen enquiring eye. 
The fecret conflifls of her foul might fpy. 

Her 
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Her god-mother, a dame of noble race, 

Had long pofTefs'd this antiquated place ; 

So very long, that rolling years had ftolc 

All energy and vigour from her foul : 

Almoft a Sthrulbug, funk in chiidifli eafe. 

She doz'd away the remhant of her days 

With five old fervants, and with three old priefts. 

Who had become her felf-invited guefts. 

Soon as the nt^mph in this lone dome appear*d^ 
Th' aftonifh'd family around her ftar'd 5. 
They view the beauteous phantom with furprifc. 
And, I0& in wonder, rub tkeir aching eyes : 
Not greater did the gazing devil's feel, 
When Pluto brought his blooming bride to 'hell I 
They look as if a fudden funny ray 
Had burft the glooms, and chas'd their fogs away ! 

Their lady prcfs'd Ellena's hands the while, 
And ftretch'd her lips to fometbing like a Anile* 
Her palfied limbs, unequal to her weight. 
Confine her always to her cufhion'd feat ; 
Deep in their fockets funk, her eye-balls, roll. 
And fcarce exprefs the animating foul ; 
Her folt'ring accents fpeak their fad decay. 
And ev'ry Itraggling tiefs of filv'ry grey 

Vol. III. H Old 
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(.Md Time has pluck'd, and left the matron's crown 
E'en ftill more bald than painters make hts owiu 

The nymph, in pity to this weight of years, 
Hung on her neck, and bath'd her in her tears. 
Ah, fruitlefs drops ! not heaven's aetherial dew 
Could give this wither'd ftump to bloom anew ! 
Long on its roots the chilling fnows are fpread, 
And long the blafts have whiftled round its headi 
The elements have left it, in theii;Jlrife» 
But little more than vegetable life. 
A tcothlefs hound, once fav'rite of her lerd, 
Stretch'd at her feet, in tranquil flumber fnor'd; - 
And three majeftic cats, with age grown grey, 
In grim repofe, on crimfon cufhions lay« 

• 

EUena's bofqm felt a gloomy dread, 
She feem'd to range the regions of the dead. 
Some charnel- vault, where fliadowy fpedres walk. 
Or catacomb, where fbrivell'd mummies ftalk. 

Here, 'midft the mould'ring walls and i vy'd tow'rs^ 
The cheerlefs damfel pafs'd the ling'ring hours ; 
And when with hlunted ray, the ftar of night 
O'er the wild ruins glanc'd a trembling light. 
Beneath the (hadow of fepulchral yews, 
:. : T..cditation loft, flie lov'd to mufej 

6 And 
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And felt the murm'rings of the waving bcughs, 
Which br^ke at intervals the drear repofe, 
And mournful fcreamings of th' i!l-boding owl^ 
Congenial with the fadnefs of her foul. 

Yet, 'midft thefe folemn fcenes, hope's fprightly 
beam 
0*cr her fad bofom caft a quivVing gleam: 
One fond idea, dearer than the reft, 
With fweet emotion fluttered at her bread. 
" What if the ftranger youth had coined a talcj 
And wrappM the truth in fimulatjon's veil 1 
*Tis true, a hermit might affift his toils. 
And ftore his mind widi literary fpoils : 
But could the tenant of a (hepherd's cot 
Rqe6l all traces of his vulgar lot, 
And learn, felf-taught, the elegance of fcenes 
Where poli(h*d life in all its luftre Feigns I 
Th' angelic virtues may delight to dwell 
With meek retirement, in her mofs-grown cell : 
But never were th* harmonious graces ken 
With ruftic labour fporting on the greea j 
Ordain'd in elevated Tpheres to move. 
To rival beauty, and to conquer love ; 
To balk in courtly favour's purple fays. 
And fpread their pinions to the regal blaze V* 

H 2 And 
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And now tlie quick convidlion feem'J to dart, 
Like fire electric, to Ellena's heart; 
Swift as the Toaring lark Ihe wings her way. 
Not by her friends too warmly prefsM to ftay, 
For years and folitude had left their fouls^ 
As dull and torpid as their bats and owls ; 
She quits with beating heart th^ lone retreat. 
And quickly reaches the paternal feat. 

But whilft flie fharcs her father's fond embraccj 
His trickling tears bedew her glowing face ; 
She feels a fad prefcntiment of woe, 
And wifhing to enquiie, yet dreads to know. 
*< My father! ah, what grief!" — ^^ My lovely 

child, 
(And as he fpoke he wip'd his eyes and foiird, 
Let not the weaknefs of this aged breaft. 
Too eafily alarm'il, and oft' diflrefl 
At trifling ills, awake your tender fears."— 
** Ah, not a trifle could excite your tears ! 
My father, fpeak ! 'Tis true I lov'd the fwain.'* 
(EUena's bofom felt a fudden pain.) 
•* To fondnefs lov' J the fwain, (the 'fquire puriued,) 
His form fo pleafing, and his foul fo good ! 
Surprised in fuch a lowly fphere to find 
Such ounly fenfe and recSUtude of mind, 

I wifl^'d 
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t wi(h*3 that Heaven hud fent me fuch a fon, 
Aad could with joy have claim'd him as my own." 

** Inpity fpeak !*^ exclaim'd the trembling riaid. 
Then, fearful left her feelings were betray'd, 
She ftopt abrupt, her utterance repreft 
By the wild tumults of her tortur'd breaft. 

** Your young preceptor*s gore ! ** O'Brian 

faid. 
«Gonc! Whither gone?" exclaim'd th*aftonifli'd 

maid* 
«* Alas, 1 know not. Time may throw a light 
On the dark myftery of his fudden flight !" 

Ellena hears no more; dark mifts arife, 
Chill all her powers, and veil her doling eyes; 
A difmal, death-like interval o^ re :1 
'Damps the keen teclings of her toiiura breafl. 

Ah, tranficnt calm, like the firft rays of ll^jbt 
That chafe the horrors of the wintry nij^ht, 
The dawning ray returning reafon cafts, 
Difpiays the ravage of th' unpitying blalls ; 
Thofe ftorms of fortune whofe fevere control 
Blights each fond wiih, and defolates her foul ! 

H 3 Yet 
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"V et ftiJl, ill honour's noble pride elate, * 
Her fortitude, fuperior to her fate, 
The eye of keen obfervance to beguile, 
( Vcj; her foft features throws a gentle fmilc. 
In filent (hades the ftricken deer may weep, 
Cut is the pang kfs fharp, the wound lefs deep! 

Far in the dell, embower'd in woody (hade, 
A ruflic grot is found, by nature made ; 
Around its entrance myrtles wreathe their boughs, 
And burfting from' the rock a fountain flows. 
In the deep bofom of this favage glade 
Ellena lov'd to hide her languid head. 
Here, as beneath a myrtle's (hade reclin'd, 
Whilft anxious thought engag'd her peniive mttlcf, 
She chanc'd to caft her eyes around, and mark 
A long infcription carv'd upon the bark* 

THE INSCRIPTION, 

NYMPH of thefe humid grots and trickling riU«> 
' Fair inmate of thofe vifionary cells. 
Where meditation dwells. 
Receive me to your folitary haunts \ 
No more I wander o'er the funny hills. 
Where the gay woodbine flaunts. 

Come, 



R S I N A. i5t 

Come, gentle nymph, and bend thy drooping head. 
And weep ! for thou haft filver drops to (bed ! 

O, fount ! whofe breaft rcflefis the clear ferene. 
Thy carelefs waters glide 
Smooth as when on thy fide 
jSbe trod the velvet fod, and brightenM ev'ry fcene. 
When on thy bank Ihe flood, 

The grey-hair'd maids viewM her with amaze : 
And on the foftening mirror of thy flood 
I dare to gaze ! 
A fairer Venus in the wave I trace, 
4t){ more attractive charms, and more angelic 
grace* 

In vain I watch thy waters as they flow ; 

No pi£tur'd angel fmiles below, 
But fun-beams quiver in thy tide, 
And penilve willows weep, and rofes glow* 
Ah, faithlefs fount ! though clouds obfcure th6 ^ 
gleam, 
Though rude hands pluck the blufhing rofe. 
And tear the willow from thy fide, 
How little recks thy cold ungrateful ftream. 

Which devious in its wild tneanders flows. 
Unmindful of the willow, rofe, or beam. 

H 4 Oh! 
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Oh ! how unlike my bread f 
Nor lapfe of time, nor all th' events that wait 
On dark and dubious fate> 
Can blot the bright refemblance there impreft ! 

Nymph of the fount ! when next her footftep^ 
rove 
Along the windings c^ this mazy dale> 
Ah, fhould they feek thy grot, 
And find this haunted fpoc, 
Then whifper to her ear his plaintive tale^ 
Who, as he dar'd to gaze, has dar'd to love I 

# 
Say, in defiance of difdain. 
He proudly holds his myrtk chain^ 
Dearer than the laurel crown, 
Glorious fymbol of renown ; 
Dearer than the deathleis bays,^ 
Emblem of immortal praife ^ 
Dear as the zones of light that ai^els wear> 
Or ftarry crowns that fainted martyrs b«ar I 



Ye kindred fpirits, form'd by Heav*n to prove 
Tb* enchanting fympadiies of mutual love» 

Caa 
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Can the faint power of cold defcription tell 
What thofe who never love can never feel ! 
Thofe fweet fenfations which no ftrength of fpeech. 
No florid pomp of language e'er could reach ! 
Ahy need I lay diis confecrated grot 
Became the fweet Ellena's favVite fpot; 
That there ihe dar'd to breathe her lover's name. 
And kifs the dear memento of his flame : 
That there the morn oft* found th* enamourM fiur. 
And oft* the ftar of eve furpiis'd hef there ! 
What vivid tints from glowing fancy caught 
With bright delufions fed her raptured thought J 
No more a fimple fwain of humble birth. 
Her equal now in honour as in worth, 
Her lov'd preceptor comes : a father's voice 
Approves his flame, andTan£Hfies her choice : 
A father leads her fteps to Hymen's fane. 
And fluttering Cupids bind the roly chain. 

Thus the lorn trav'IIer, who, all the day, 
Has traced o'er defert fands his toilfome way. 
If at the ev'ning> hour, o'er weftern fkies 
The fetting fun- beams dart their fplendant dies, 
Charm'd with the foft eifulgence, as it plays, 
Propp'd on his ftafF, the pilgrim turns to gaze. 
Forgets the recent evils of his fate, 
Nox recks the perils which yet lie in wait> 

H s TiB 
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Till night, fofc fteaUng from the Eaft, appears. 

To quench the radiance in her dewy tears : 

At her approach the fainting luftre fades. 

And deep, and deeper M the thickening (hades. 

Till the poor wapdVer fees^ with confcious* dread. 

Her midnight horrors clo&ng round his head. 

For now diree moons in (liver ibte had reign'd. 
And Oowljr wax'd^ and fiiU as flowly wanM, 
Since the dull hours a change to Ellen brought. 
But fadder bodings of prophetic thought. 
Hope, like a dove, had brooded at her brea((. 
Till chased by forraw from that (dace of reft, 
Round thought's wide range the ^embling waiu 

derer goes> 
But finds no (acred fymbol of repo(e. 
No friendly fpray amid the defert gloom. 
To reft her foot) and bxooth her rui&ed plume I 



•« And here, (faid Lord Raymond,) my fricni 
9pencer>. after having reduced his heroinje to this 
piteous extremity^ has either moft inhumanly left 
her in the hirch^ or unmercifully demolKhed that 

part 
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part of the manufcript which contained the re^ 
mainder of her ad^^mures^^* « 

*« I ant glad df it, (cried Richard;,) for if it 
wa& not for the ftraw*berries> I (hould have beeh 
let a*fnofing Jong ago. I wonder what the devil 
drove it into the fellow's head to bore me with his 
poetical balderdafli. I am fure, if he had a grain 
of fenfc in his numfcuU, he might have feen with 
half an eye that I was none of y6ur fmoek-faced 
fentimental jack-a-dandies." 

<< O, how Gothic! (exclaimed Mifs Elea- 
nora.) I proteft you have no more fenfibility thatv 
a rhinoceros ! Do you know> 1 could fcarcely 
refrain from weeping, it's fo vaftly pathetic, par« 
ticularly that laft fimile, about hope and the dove* 
But you fee I was right in my conjecture. In- 
deed, it was not to be fuppofed that a vulgar . 
wretch of a peafant could exprefs himfelf fo pret- 
tily. I am quite on the fidgets to know whether 
they are to be married or not. What an old 
Vandal that muft have been, my Lord, to advife 
your friend to make fuch unmerciful havock.'* 

<* By my troth, (faid Richard,) there is more 

than is good of it left} and if the old cogger had 

H 6 imoked 
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cc Was't one of you, ye hellifh pack of rogues, 
Stole Paddy Blarney's bran new pair of brogues ? 
Ogh ! youVe the dcvirs own brood ! and he won^ 

fail 
To have it out of you in malt or meal. * 
You, fpalpeen, with a gallows fiice, d'ye hear^ 
Why don't you fend me home that aaik of beer ?" 
So Juggy Hoggins, what are you about i 
Is my yarn fpun yet ? Is the clutch come out ? 
Why don't you fetch me home them fowl to cram ? 
You, Nell Mulroony, where's that little lamb ? 
Moll Doran promised me a pair of pullets^ 
But, oh ! you*d rather cram your owncurs'd gullets. 
I Vow to W^ I'm dwindling to a rod ;-«• 
Fine ufage for a clargy fent from God I . 
The devil bum the paftor m the nation 
Has half fo beggarly a congregation ; 
A fet of varmint !— but I humbly hope 
That every mother's fon will find a rope.'* 

As thus the pried his godly mattins fung. 
The fquire's appearance ftopp-'d his fine harangue* 
Not fbortly were the falutations o'er. 
For young O'Donnel met them at the door* 
With itiuch TQfpcSt our hoipitable fquire 
Bcftdw'd his rev'xence at the parlour-fire. 

M Comi^ 
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«< Come, boy ! (he cried) and take away my coat* 
That's right 5-— fo, clap your toe upon my boot— ^ 
That's my fine lad ! Now, do you hear, my honey^ 
Be fure you don*t forget to feed my poney i 
The devil a tafte he got to-day at all ; 
An empty fack can't ftand agin a walL 
t)gh, ogh ! upon my foul, myfelf is weary 5— • 
The devil burn that plaguey Tippcrary ! 
The road's fo dirty, and its fo &r off, 
Beildes, I am hamper'd with this curfed cough ; 
It makes a body fo fatigued and weak«*-« 
Pray, hav'nt you nothing here that one could take i 
A plate of ham, or di(h of cold goo(e-pie. 
And Ibmetbing for to drink, for, troth ! I'm dry/* 

He faid* Obedient to the fe^^s commands^ 
The diQies flew,^as if by magic hands ; 
The filver tankards foamed with gen'rous beer. 
And good old port, and porter ftrong and clear; 
And cacage,-t that fparkled like champaigne. 
And flout old whifky, mix'd with fruit, and plain. 
Well pleas'd be view'd the cheer, nor did he fail 
To make, as he was wont, a mortal meal ; 
Then in his hand he grafp'd the foaming can >-« 
• « Squire, towards your health i and your's, young 
gentleman*— 

I knew 
t iV^o^ of cyder* 



1^ ROSINA. 

I knew your father after he was dead ; 

As fweet a corps as ever wore a head* 

And you're his very moral -, — ^faith and troth } 

A body'd fwear he fpit you from hb mouth. 

He was my couiln too, for both did ^ring 

From great O'Drifchall, Munfter's £unaus king* 

Our anceftors wore crowns upon the brow> 

But> by my foul^ their ibns want balf-crmius now* 

Ogh ! 'tis a griefous fight to fee our lands 

And rich poilllhins in them devils' hands. 

Well, and who knows but we may make tbem pay» 

For every dog, you know> muft have his <lay."^ 

*' We have our day, (repKed the generous youtb^ 
Whofe candid bofom glow'd with love of truth.) 
Let not a narrow zeal your reafon blind,^^ 
And nourifh peevifh difcord in your mind^ 
Let's henceforth banifli each difgracefulfeu^ 
Each low reproach^ illiberal and rude. 
The right of conqueft gives a juft commandi. 
And by that right the Engjifh rule the land- 
Our ancient jealoufies and difcords ceafe,^ 
Twin'^d in the olive- wreaths of dove-like peace;' 
Fond unions, flourifh in her genial fmile. 
And love fraternal glows through all the ifle^ 
One fpirit feetns to animate each frame, 
Add burns in every breaft the patriot-flame. 

With 



R O 5 I N A. ten 

With parent love, relenting in our caufe. 
Our country abrogates the penal hws, 
Burfts each vile bond, and woos, with tender gracfj 
Her alien children p her fond embrace. 
Now, fay, had fortune giv'n us force to chace 
From this fair ifland the invading race. 
Would Romi(h zeal more tendernefs difplay^ 
And rule the vanqui(h'd with a fofter fway ?" 

The DoSor ey*d him wrth a fide-long fcowl, 
Then mutter'd, " Pratty talk, upon my foul ! 
The right of conqueft ! — By my faith and con* 

fcience. 
In all my life I never heard fuch nonfenfe ! 
A fine comparifon to make indeed ! 
The heathen curs that never told a bead ! 
I wifh our faint wouM fweep the toads away^ 
With th'other ven'mous reptiles to the fea. 
What ! if for lands we'd leave them in the lurch) 
We'd give them all the rites of mother^churchy 
Free them from Satan's bondage and control. 
And, if we damn'd the body, (ave the foul." 

O'Donnel view'd him with indignant eye s 
He finird contempt, but deigned not to reply. * 

Aa4 
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And next advanc'd to hail the nuptial flar 
Three fifter-graces, on a low-back'd car j 
Sprung from a family well known to fame 
In ancient days,— 0*Shaucknefly its name : 
But all th'illuftrious wights, by birth allied. 
Had left them nought but poverty and pride,— ^ 
A pride which on departed grandeur fed, 
And feaftedy like a worm^ upon the dead» 

No beam of beauty (hone with parting ray^ 
For youth had flown on rapid plumes awayi 
Yet tawdry ftill, and fond to vain excefs 
Of every paltry ornament of drek^ 
Each nymph around her wrinkTed face had fpread^ 
(Each face as platter flat, as cart-wheel red,) 
A monftrous footy mafs of borrowed hair, 
And long bead pendants dangled from each ear. 
Mants of ftiff damaik rattled on the ground^ 
Treafures which in their grandam*s hoards wer$ 

found; 
And round her furious wig each nymph unfurls 
Her flaming vanes, and perks her gorgon curls. 

The next, who claim'd admittance at the gate, 
Was dame O'Mkaiy, in her coach of ftate ; 
Dragg'd through the bogs in this uncouth machine, 
Which fevenlong years the light had never feen*. 

But, 
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But, whilft, beneath its venerable ihade. 
In fweetcompofure, hens and turkieslaid. 
Their num'rous progenies of fluttering young 
Flew grateful round, and crown'd it with their dung. 

The dame herfelf was lofty in her mein. 
Portly in fize, and haughty as a queen. 
A milk-white kerchief crown'd her reverend brows, 
On which full eighty years had fhed their fnows i 
In her rich robes the artiil had difplay'd 
Each foreft-tree that cads a fpreading (hade i 
Which, when fhe walk'd, retraced the moving fcen% 
Of Birnam-wood's approach to Dunfinaae. 

Next Squire M^Clufkey, with his broad f^ual 
dame. 
And twelve wild roaring imps of children came^ 
Unbroke by difipipline, and fworn with pridcii 
Fierce as yaung dephaots on Gangers fide> 
They flew like rav'nous harpies at die fea4:» 
And IbatchM the food from every flaring gueft I 

On horfeback fome, and fome on foot came 
flumping. 
And many a damfel came on pillion bumping. 
Came coufin Judy with her couiin Terry, 
And coufm Biddy with her coufin Larry.- 

« And 
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' " And here (6id Lord Raymond) our manu* 
fcript ends abruptly." 

" Ah ! (cried Mifs Eleanora,) I do not know 
whether I am moft charmed or difappointed. I wiQi 
to heaven that old Gothic barbarian at Holyhead 
had been funk in the ocean, before he perfuaded 
your friend to deftroy fo enchanting a compofr- 
tion !" 

** Do you know, (faid Richard,) that I fancy 
< I (bould like that fello>^ better than I thought I 
(bould* * I am beginning to find out that he has 
fome fpunk in him9 and I do not doubt but he 
could write a good funny ballad, if he bad a mind* 
I wifli I knew where to find him, and I would 
go and invite him to dtne widi us to-morrow. It 
would be an excellent joke if I could get him to 
write agood fong to the tune of Derry down, all 
abottt the buxom widow and a certain old knight 
that has fUlen in love lately, winking at Lord 
Raymond," 

<< From what I have, heard related by others, 
(faid Rofina to Lord Raymond,) as well as from 
what has fallen under my own obfervation, I am 
qonvinced that your friend's defcriptive flcetches 

of 
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of the parifli-priefl:, and other gueds, are not in 
the leaft over-charged. The defendants of the 
ancient Irifh ftill retain much originality of cha- 
rader, manners, and language ; and, though there 
may be found amongft their clergy feme men of 
worth, erudition, and politenefs, the number is 
comparatively fo fmall, that this good Father Mul« 
ligan is a faithful reprefentative of by much the 
greateft part of them. In general, they tyrannize 
ivith the mod defpotlc fway over their poor delu« 
ded flQck, who, as they are taught to believe that 
their eternal welfare lies at the mercy of their 
paftors, yield to their injundions with theabjedl 
fubmiffion of fuperftitious ignorance, and receive 
their decrees, however abfurd and irrational, with 
a veneration little ihort of idolatry.'* . 

The young laditfs, who were afraid of Haying out 
late, took leave of Rofina, witbapromire of re-* 
peating their vifitvery fhortly. 



€ H A9* 
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CHAP. XIX. 



NEW SNARES ARE SPREAD FOR ROSINA. 



No real tendernefs could warm a heart 
Too proud to feel, too felfifh tcx) impart, 

MRS. Grubton and her daughter now plainly 
perceiving that affuming any hefioring airs 
to Sir Gregory would not in the leaft avail to 
diflliade him from his^ matrimonial purpofe, began 
to adopt a different ftyle of condud, and to en- 
deavour to regain the old gentleman's good gra- 
ces j whilft he, by no means choofing to be teazed 
with any expoftulations on the fubjeft of his in- 
tended marriage, kept aloof, and purpofely avoid- 
ed giving any encouragement to their reconci- 
liatory advances.^ 

Mean 
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Mean time, a{h?imed of his tedious negocia- 
tions with old Auftin, he purchafed almoft all the 
Ihrubs in his garden ^ and, impatient to conclude 
bis other bufinefs, would have haftened to ftriJce 
his matrimonial bargain alfo, had he not been pre- 
vented by Lord Raymond, who, not choofing to 
be deprived of fo convenient a cloak, endeavoured 
all in his power to reprefs the impatience of the 
enamoured Baronet, whilft his other confidant, the 
little Crookback, ftimulated no lefs by his paiSon 
for fun, than by the fatisfaSion he enjoyed in the 
mortification of Mrs. Grubton and her daughter, 
contributed as much as poilible to fpur and goad 
the matrimonial inclinations of poor Sir Gregory, 
who, thus urged onwards by Richard, and drawn 
backwards by Lord t< aymond, continued to vibrate 
in a very difagreeable fort of equilibrium. 

In the mean time, the young ladies often ftole a 
rifit to Rofina, and Lord Raymond, who conti- 
nued his gallantries to Mifs Eleanara, was their 
conttant attendant. Thus fcarcely a day paiTed in 
which he did not fee Rofma, and it is not to be 
fuppofed that fo confummate a politician fuffered 
thofe opportunities to efcape without improve- 
ment. Lord Raymond purfued the courfe pre« 
fcriJ^ed by Yorick^ and, by a train of aiEduities, 

" hei- 
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<< neither fo pointed as to alarm, nor fo vague aid 
to be mifunderftood ;" by a thoufand endearing, 
though indeferibable indications of efteem, of ten« 
dernefs, and admiration, his aims were but to<y 
well accomplitbed, and the fufceptible and grateful 
bofom of Rofina became but too fenfible of his 
imaginary virtues. He was neither flow to mark 
this advantage, nor negligent to profit by it. He 
perceived her growing prcpoffeffion, and omitted 
no circumftance which might contribute to increafe 
it. In his folitary excurfions, he often entered the 
cottages of the neighbouring peafants, carefled their 
children, made them prefents, and relieved fuch 
amongft them as were in diftrelTed circumftances 
with unfparing liberality. Thus each day Rofina 
was gratified by hearing encomiums poured out 
ivith all the lavifh profuflon of gratitude on the 
man (he preferred, on his humanity, his gentle« 
nefs, his afFiibility, and benevolence. How fond- 
ly does the fervor of youthful fancy aggravate every 
virtue which exifls, or feems to exift, in the ob- 
jeft of its partiality ! Lord Raymond appeared to 
Rofma's prejudiced imagination fuperiorto the refl 
of mankind ; and, fimple, ingenuous, and uncon- 
fcious of impropriety in her fentiments, (be took 
)>&t little pains to conceal them. 



In 
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In the few opportunities he enjoyed of fpeaking 
to her alone, he often, with hypocritical affli£tion» 
bewailed the unhappy turn of his father's charaftcr, 
and expatiated with great energy and pathos on the 
blmdne(s of facrificing happinefs to ambition. 

^^ Good heaven ! (he exclaimed, in an affeded 
tranfport,} what a ftrange infatuation is that which 
leads the erring imagination of man to connect; 
the idea of felicity with thofe of pomp and ti- 
des ! 

<* O my. lovely friend ! were my heart at liberty 
. to purfue its own didates^ I would woo celeftial 
happinefs in her favourite fphere, — « the fweet and 
ferene region of rural retirement. Never fliould 
one vagrant wifli wander beyond the threfhold of 
this cottage, where, arrayed in every grace that 
capti (rates the imagination, (he dwells with my 
Rofinal" 

He kifled her hand with rapture as he- fpoke, 
and, when he beheld the timid blulhes and tre« 
mulpus emotion of his deflined victim, he cn« 
joyed the fucc^fs of his artifices with felf-applauJ- 
ing exultation. His profeffions of tcndernefs; 
however, were always iudired, and fcemed ra- 

Vej.. liL I ther 
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thcr to owe their origin to an overflowing of fcit- 
timents too ardent to be reftrained, than to any 
premeditated avowal of afFeftion. After thefc fud* 
den effufions, he haftily changed the converf-- 
tion, with the air of a man who fears he has been 
inadvertently betrayed into too unguarded a dif- 
clofure of feelings which he ought to conceal. 

As foon as Rofina became confcious of her 
growing attachment to Lord Raymond, fhe en« 
deavoured to reprefs it; but the efforts of her pru- 
dence were faint and feeble, when oppofed to fo 
pov^eiful an afcendant* H6pe, too, the fond flat^ 
terer of the youthful breaft, began to exhibit to 
her imagination, «< the rainbow forms ihe paints 
on air." 

The profpecSl of the recovery of the eftate of 
her anceftors, which had hitherto appeared fo 
empty and romantic, feemed by degrees to ac- 
quire form and fubftance. The more {he reflec- 
ted on paft tranfadions, parti'cularly the propo- 
fal of old Nettleby, and the fubfequent addrefles 
of his nephew, both which ihe 'well knew had 
been induced by the profpec^ of this event, the 
more ihe became 'perfuaded that its probability 
5 amounted 
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amounted almoft ta certainty ; for fuch addrefles 
appeared to lier not only the moft indifputable 
proofs of the validity of her claim, but alfo the 
ftrongeft prefumptiye evidence that it would be 
ratified by jufticc. It is, however, more than 
probable that thefe old title-deeds, &c. might have 
ftill refted unheeded in fome dark corner of her 
memory, had they not been explored by the bufy 
ppwer of hope, and drawn from their obfcurity 
to be moulded by her plaftic hand into a foun- 
dation for one of the moft bright and beauteous 
firu£lures that the fweet enchantrefs ever eredlcd 
for the refidence of vifionary felicity, 

^'( Yes, (faid Rofina to herfelf,) Lord Raymond 
loves me. The attachment he would conceal e- 
vinces itfelf by a thoufand involuntary inflances 
of tendernefs, too fervent to be reftrained. In 
compliance with his father's ambition, he ftrug- 
gles to reprefs the ftrong emotions of his heart s 
he ibes the obftacles which that ambition will op* 
pofe to his wiflies ; but, when thofe obftacles no 
longer exift, -^ when reftored to my hereditary 
rights, and put in pofleiEon of a fortune, which, 
having ;tccumulated for Co many years, muft by 
this tinie be fplendid, what farther oppoiition 
I a cam 
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can he then oiFer to the diflnterefted paiBon of his 
foh !" 

Then ihe continued to represent to herfelf the 
rapturous congratulations of her beloved bene- 
fadlrefs, and to enjoy the difappointed maiica 
which would rankle in the bofom of FitzoAorne, 
on beholding that fhe owed her happinefs and 
exaltation to thofe very plans which he had con« 
certed for her deflru£lion. 

Such were the gay ^^ day-dreams" which 
foothed the imagination ofRofina, like the inno- 
cent vidim, which) in unfufpeAing fecurityi 
«< crops its flowery food/' whilft the weapon, that 
is deftined to pour its blood upon the altarj vibrates 
above iu head. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 



MATItXMONZAL NE00CXATI0H9. 



SI X weeks had now elapfed fince the com- 
mencement of Sir Gregory's paffion for Ro- 
iina; and, thinking he had now facrificed very 
fufficiently to delicacy, he determined, without 
fiarther confultation on the matter, to open the 
bufinefs to old Auftin, who, being as he fuppofed 
the natural proprietor of Rofina, had, in his idea, 
9s undoubted a right to difpofe of her as of any 
other of his goods and chattels. In this view, 
without mentioning his intention to either of his 
confidants, he fat out in the evening, alone, for 
the cottage, and, according to his wifh, found 
Auilin in the garden, 

I 3 « Always 
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« Always bufy, (faid iSir Gregory,) always at 
work, Matter Auftin,** 

" Aye, your honour^ (replied Auftin,) I do not 
cat the bread of idlenefs." 

** So much the better, matter Auftin, for a bad 
bread it is* It is an old faying, that hunger is good 
fauce, and there is nothing {6 likely to make a man 
ttout and hearty^ and give him a good appetite, at 
labour and exercife/' 

<« Your honour may fay that without telling a 
lie, (f^id Auttin.) £ut, in regard to the ihrubs 
ygur honour bought of me, I think, fince they baye 
been let to lie fo long in the ground, it won't ho 
an advifeable thing to move them till towards au« 
tumn.'*^ 

" Time enough, matter Auftin, -time enough : 
we will fettle that point hereafter. — Bvt there is 
another mattpr yqu can oblige me in, fpr I have 
not done making bargains ,with you yet, mafier 
Auftin/'^ 

*' There's nothing in the garden that, your hp* 
nour may'nt have with all the pleafure in life, (re- 
plied 
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(replied Auilin,) ej^ccpt, indeed, that rofemary- 
myrtle down, yonder ; bceaufe, why, I have but 
one, and I Ukes to keep propagating.'' 

<« He, he, he ! I like your notion, mafter Au- 
Bin*i^I ihould have no objedion to begin to 
propagate a littlemyfelf i— he, he, he !" 

** Why, to* be fure, fo you may a little or fo, 
when you get. fettled in your own place, (replied 
Auftin, (imply ;) but, not having turned your 
thoughts that way when you were young",' in all 
probability you will make no great fift of it." 

" That is more than you can tejl, mafter Au- 
ftin, that is more than you can tell j he, he, he P' 

« Aye, but, (faid Auftin,) as the faying goes, 
. the pid dog learns no tricks." 

«W0ll,U?after Auftin, time will fliew ail things; 
-.l»ut, now we'^e on the fubjeS, pray how is your 
pretty dauj^tcr this evening V* 

.«Very iwr^lj, I thank your hpDQur. She hat 
juft ftepped down to Lythlymmon, to vifit good 
Mrs* Jenkins a little." ^ 

I ^ *♦ Well> 
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" Well, well, no matter, we ihall meet in good 
time> I hope. But now, mafter Auftin, tell me 
truly, have you never obferved nothing particular 
about me ?" 

** Particular about your honour I how particu* 
lar V faid Auflin, hefitating. 

** Why, now, did you never think it odd that 
I ibould come here fo often dawdling after thefe 
fbrubs and what d'ye call urns, and fufpe£t that I 
was Imiikering after fomethipg elfe V* 

** Lord ! (faid Auilin, who began to fancy his 
. Yifitor had facrificed a little too freely to Bacchus,) 
what (hould I fufpe£i your honour of hankering 
after in fuch a poor little place as this i 

<< Ah ! mafter Auftin, (faid Sir Gregory, flia* 
king his head,) as poor a place as it is, there is 
that in it that his majefty king George himfelf 
(God blefs him !) need not be afliamed.to hanker 
after, if he had not a wife of his own." 

Auflin anfwered this obfervacion only with a 
. broad ftare. 

«To 
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w To tell you the truth, (continued Sir Gre- 
gory,) the thing I mean is neither more nor left 
thao your daughter Rofy." 

"My daughter RofyP*' 

<< Why (purfued Sir Gregory) did you think I 
was fuch a ninny as to come here*, day after day, 
dancing after a parcel of little infignificant ti/dgs ? 
—I that before now have bought thou&nd^ of 
pounds worth before you could turn youcfetf 
about) mafterAuftin." 

« My daughter Rofy !'» rcpeafcd Auftin% 

<« Aye, your pretty daughter Rofina 5 fhe was 
my inducement^ — and^ without going about the 
buSi any longer, (which was a thing I never liked 
in my life, becaufe why, many a good bargain has 
been knocked i'th*head by it,) I tell you, fairly 
and fquarely, that I intend to marry her out of 
hand, and take her with me to London.'* 

" Lord ! (faid Audin^ rubbing his hands,) who 
could have thought it ! I am fare I little fufpefted 
)iow much I was obliged to your honour.'* 

Is ?*I 
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" I belicye not, iodp^d, mafter Auftin. It 
.,*would .havebe^n a ilra^ge thpught to enter into 
the head of a poor man like you ^ and, for cer- 
tain, it is no common thing to fee a gardener*» 
daughter made fuch a lady of as I ^ball m^ke of 
your's ; for, matter Auflin, I am not one of your 
kixigbts that is a knight 9aly ^ lopg ^s he liv,^s j 
fpr. nay children and grandctuldren v^ill be.knights 
^ftcr ine, if it pl^aies God to give .tb^m to. me : 
and.you jfee thatis.,Uie.difFerft;ice bpxwpsn. a. knight 
Md,a.bar4rexi«-knigt\t| np^fter Auftin*"' 

" Aye, indeed, (laid Auftin,) it was always 
cafy to fee. i^h^i.t yqv»r hpnavrAV^ none of the pot- 
tle-a- penny fort.. — My daughter Rofy ! — to b« 
iure 1 5iiA't>ut,|hiQk,of it !" 

«*,It^i8,AP .^ondisr,..ip(fcj^d, mafter Auftia; ncr 
^pnder.j);ou.ibQyld,thii>k 9f it, .and be rejoiced at 
^Qur da;ighter*Sjgpod foiiti^ie ; efpeqially as ihe hacJ 
fo liule.right.to ^xpeftj^.wip^f^Jl.pf this. here -na- 
ture ;. but, you ^e,, AoJ?pdy Qaji Jee. what luck i^ 
before him,, and for that feme reafoa people fhould. 
,iifiver ^fj^t. Now Ldaxe-ftyypur ^daughter )ia$ 
juft as,m«ch. aotipapf being ^owricd to mc,.|i$ fh^ 
has o£ bcingii?ja4e a.qj^^fin.of.'*" 

^*^ Every bit,. I warrant you,'*^faid Auftiifc 

«-Wcl4. 
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« Wdl, the lefe we expe£l good fortune, tho 
more pleafanter it is when it comes. I have as 
good a property, matter Auftin, as any man need 
wifli to be matter of; lands and tenements, eftates 
and freeholds. Bank ftock and India ftock, fnug and 
iafe, to the tune of fifty thoufand pounds." 

** Fifty thoufand pounds ! (repeated Auftin,) 
and to marry Mifs Rofina! -— that is> my daugh« 
tcrRofy.'^' 

«* Aye, indeed, it will make the folks ftare, I 
Icnow thit well enough, and alfo that fome people 
that I could name will owe your daughter no good 
win on account of it« But I think it is a hard cafe,, 
matter Auttin, if a man has not a right to difpofe 
©f his own property how he likes, without being, 
fnubbed and grumbled at by them that have no 
right to find fault with him, do what he may » 
and, befides, the more monqy I have myfelf, the le& 
I want it with a wife." 

«« That is a plain cafe," faid Ai^ftin^ 

«< Then, matter Auttin, I have as hand(bnae » 

boufe as a man need to fet bis foot into, and as well! 

furnifhed ^ hot a nail attray in it i plate and china, 

I 6 linen 
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linen and woollen, chairs and tables, pier glafles 
and dreffing glaiTes, carpeting and bedding; no- 
thing wanting that canbementioned.'* 

. " Well, (fiud Auftin,) fincc it is a thing that 
jou have taken a fancy to Mifs iloilna, that I muft 
(ay for her, that a better tempered, nor a kindcx 
natured ' ^ -- ^ but it is no matter, good wine 
.needs no bufl^/' 

<«^If I di4 not know aM that already, matter 
Auftin, why (hould { dunk of her in the wajr of 
matrimony^ you know i and for certaie, as I wss 
faying, it muft needs appear furprifiiig that I fbould 
marry a gardener's daughter,, when every one 
knows that I might have had my pkk and choice 
of wives with large fortunes. There was my owa 
intimate friend. Alderman Grumley,. that offered 
me his only daughter, a fine young creature, not 
above fix or feweri and thirty, with ten thouiand 
pounds to her portion.** 

<« Ten thoufand pounds ! O dearj^ that is a 
deal of money indeed !'' (aid Auftin. 

^ Aye, a deal of money, indeed. You may 
Veil fay fo^ now that trade is fo bad, and taxes fo 

exorbitant i 
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exorbitant ; and I could have poclpeted k with as^ 
much eafe as you can pocket that there turnip in 
jour hand, mafier AufUn." 

<^ I do not any wife queftiop it^** replied Auftii^ 
.withanaiTenting wave of the head. 

*^ But what figmfies money, (refumed Sir Gre^ 
gory,) if we cannot buy content with it ? To ao* 
knowledge the truth, the alderman's daughter had 
one fhoulder a little avny, and, moreover, fhe had 
the name of being a damnable icold, but whelher 
ihe deferved it ortiot is more than I can telL' 

^ Well, that I can fay for Mi& Rofina,— -for my 
daughter Rofy, I would &y,-«that her fhape is ad 
ilraitas a gun, »nd, as for her temper. Oh I you 
will be as happy as the day is long with her.^* 

" Why, fo I cxpea, maftcr Auftiij, ib.I ex^ 
peft, for what elfe would tempt me to marry fa 
greatly beneath royfclf> you know i" 

« As to the matter of that, (feid Auftin,) I^k 
it under favour, but, in regard to her being a gar- 
dener^s daughter^ it is not altogether fo great a 

di^a^ 
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•difparagement as a body itiight *e apt to think for 
at the firft going off: for, as Parfon Lewis (aysy 
(and you'll allow he ought ta know fomething of 
the matter,} what was the firft man that God 
^planted in Paradife but a gardener? And it is not 
to be fuppofed, that if there was any thing fo me*^ 
nial or vulgar-like in the bufinefs of a gardener, 
4he Lord wduld hiive given* him that trade in pre* 
•fiwrence to every olheri*' 

« Very true, indeed^" /aid Sir Gregory. 

<* Moreover, (added A oft in j) what are all the 
kings, and emperors, and generals, and dukesy ancF 
queens, and bifhops, andother great powers and 
/grandees, that AourHh. upon the kce of the year^ 
at this ^prefent ,time, but (hoots .and fcions, fprout- 
ing outy as itWei^ey.from wthe original Aock j which 
original ilock was Adam, the gardener, as we read 
it in Jioly writ.'^ 

" It is all very true, indeed, (replied Sir. Gre* 
gory, aftonifhed at the erudition and fagacity dif- 
|)lay«d by Auftin 'in; defence of his argument;) 1 
vro^der.I never thought of this before." 

•^ Whci»-. 
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« Wherefore, (laid Au^in; .dr^iw^jg .the in? 
ference from the prepdifes,) it is .my .opinion, tbaf 
the occupfition of a gardener is not^ to^ jdefpifcd.** 

«' By no means,** replied Sir Gregory* 

The dew beginning to fall, reminded Sir Gre- 
gory that it was time to retire ; and having given 
Auftin a ArvSt injun6tion to acquaint his daughter 
with her good fortune, as (he foon as (hould return, 
waddled homewards, accompanied by Auftin, who 
liftened with delighted .avidity to the fine profef- 
iions of the good baronet, who promifed to take 
him out of that little (habby place as foon as he 
fliould be married to his daughter, fet him on bi^ 
legs again, and make a man of him/' 

When they came within fight of Druid-Groire, 
Auftin bade his friend and patron good night; 
and, after many hearty (hakes of the hand, and 
divers good wi(hes mutually interchanged, they 
(eparated* _ 

Auftin turned his face homewar<ls, and jogged 
on merrily, revolving in hrs mind his future hap« 
jincfs and confequence j fpr Auftin did not. fet up 
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for a philofopher^ and pretend infenfibility to the 
impulfes of atnbicioni which, however it may be 
modified by the temperaments of the different miiuh 
it inhabits, is more or lefs prevalent ia every bu» 
BUQ boioBU 
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f A USTIN, on his return, found Rodna fitting 
XjL at the kitchen fire, drying her feet, which 
had been wet with the dews» Her handmaidea 
vrzs gone to bed. Auflin took a (eat at the op- 
poiite fide of the fire, and was deliberating in what 
terms to open his commiflion, when, raifihg his 
eyes to Rofina, be obferved that her countenance 
;was pale and deje£led» 

<^ Poor Lewis (faid Rofina, in anfwer to a look 
•f enquiry that he caft. at her) is very ill ! I have 

beea 
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been there Ais evening, and I never iiw any one 
fo greatly altered."*— A tear flood in her eye as 
ihe fpoke. 

" Poor dear ycning gentleman, (faiti Auftini) 
I am truly forry for him. B»t, my fweet young 
lady, yifhzt need you put fo forrowful a face upon 
the matter? Though, for fure and certain, he wms 
a great comfort to us laft winter, there's no de- 
nying that; and what with his pleafant dtfcourfey 
and the fine books he ufed to read to us, (though. 
Lord help my foolifh head, I could not underftand 
one half of them ; for how fliould I, you know, 
having never got no iarning worth fpeaking of in 
my young days,) many a long winter's night he 
paJTed fo pleafantly away, that I ufed to think tht 
time too ihort, and be forry when it was over.'' 

Rofina fighed, and the drop rolled down het 
cheek, and trickled to her bofom. 

<« To fay nothing (continued Auftin) of Us 
fine farmons and edifying difcourfes to them that 
were profligate, and his Ifind-heartednefs to thf 
fick I but if he ihould die -~." 

<« God forbid riaid Rofina. 

« Marry 
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«< Marry God forbid, and amen, fayvl; h^ty 
whereas all flcDi is mortal, I only fay, if he Ihonld 
die, he is the fitter to go to heaven put of this 
finful world : wherefore you will have xio reafon 
to take on fo piteoufly;.and though, to be cei;tain, 
a friend is a friend at all times, yet there*^ a groat 
difference in the lofs." 

" I don*t conceive. you, Auftin, (faid Rofma.) 
1 fliould confider the lofs of fuch a friend as Lewis 
as a very fevere aiflidion/* . 

« O, no doubt, no dd^bt 6n't; but < then, jf 
you were quite and clean in .anpther w^y of lifj!. 
Now, fuppofe a great rich , gpi^tleman ^as .tq fs(ll 
in love with you, ^nd to . fetch , yqu away put pf 
this poor little bit of a ca})in, which, fpr. fser tai;;), 
is no fit place for a lady like you to live in ; and 
,buy you fine clpajths,^ and a coach to fidpjfi !** 

<* Auftin, (faid Rofina, obferving that the tone 
of his voice had arifisn by degree$, from jhe-foft 
notes of pity, to the higheft .pitch of g^i^^ty and 
e^ult^tion.) , Auftin, (faid (he, lopking ftedfa% 
in his face,) what hait thou j;pt;A^<$) tby:ljga4?" 
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«« O, for matter of that, if I fays what I fays, 
it isn't for nothing ; I knows my own know. O, 
my dear young lady, (no longer able to reprefs his 
jpy,) he is in love with you over h?ad ?ind car^l" 

« Who, who ?'• faid Rofina, haftily," 

•* Why, who but that great, rich, fine, kind- 
hearted, noble gentleman, Sir Gregory Grubton*'* 

•< Sir Gregory !" repeated Rofina, in a tone of 
difappoint(nent. « 

When the head and heart are engrofled by one 
favorite objefl, every hint, however foreign,^^eea^ 
to bear a reference to it. Rofina, in her firft fur- 
prife and emotion, imagined Auftin alluded to fome 
new proof which Lord Raymond bad given of his 
.paffion for her. 

^** Sir Gregory! (repeated ftie;) and is he the 
redoubtable knight that is deftined to refcue mo 
from indigence and obfcurity ? Oh, Auftin !" , 

Auftin ftared at her, sftoniflied and mortified to 
excefs at the coldnefs wijbh wlUchrfhe received her 
jfoftd fortune. 

« An* 
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** And how came you by die knowledge of this 
mighty fecrct, Auftin ?" 

*• Why, from himfelf, to be fure. He cam» 
here to-night, while you were out, and made his 
propolhal to me in as handfome a manner as a 
body might wifli to hear, and told me all about his 
houfes and money ; and how he might have mar-^ 
ried the moft beautifuleft young L\dy mider the 
fun, a Lord Mayor's daughter, with a matter of 
thirty or forty thoufand pound, or thereabouts, in 
hard moneys but he'd have nothing to do with 
her, and all for the love he bears to you : and^ 
moreover, he defired me to go to him to-morrow 
morning, and tell him what you fay, and when 
you are to be married." 

•* Go to him, thcn^ to-morrow morning, as Re 
defired you, (faid Roiina,) tell brm I 2n« fenfibb 
of the honour he deflgned me, but Ihould deem it 
an irreparable injury to confent to deprive him of 
the happinefs he might promife himfelf with a lady 
of fo much beauty, and fo large a fortune/* 

<( I don't underftand, I can't remember all that, 
(faid Auftin, hefiuting, But| my dear young 

lady. 
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lady^ is not tbat as much as to fay you won't have 
Sir Gregory ?'* 

« Indeed, Auftin, it is : and fince you cannot 
k'emcmber my words, you mail even explain it to 
him as well as you can in your own." 

«« But, my dear Mifs Rofy, wc fhould always 
look before we leap ; and conlider, if you refufe 
Sir Gregory, you may never have fuch another 
offer." 

<* Moft probably I never fliall," faid Rofina. 

<< Moreover, (purfued Auftin,) there's abuit- 
dance of haws on the bulhes, and that's a fure 
fign of a dear year. I am afraid the garden will 
turn out but poorly ; I think I am likely to make 
Ao great fift of my cauliflowers : befides, I am fure 
the potatoes on the one fide of the hill will be every 
one fcabby; and what's worfe than all the reft^ 
there's Browny, the dun heifer, that I was certain 
fure would be in profit with us at Michaelmas> ia* 
no more in calf than^I am." 

*« That is, indeed, a ferious difappointment,'* 
laid Rofina. 

« Then, 
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. '« Then, Farmer Hugh's old fow came down 
tiie hill here this evening, while you were away, 
and gobbled up no lefs than fix of your young 
diicks i and Dickey, the jack-afs, has got a lame- 
ncTs in his hind fQk)t" 

<< A moft formidable catalogue of misfortunes^ 
it inuft be allowed,*' faid Rofma, fmiling. 

. << Moreover, hay will be plaguy dear, and firing 
very hard to get i and if poor Parfon Lewis fliould 
die, we'll lofe the beft feather in our cap." 

<( Hold, hold, Auftin, (faid Rofina, I cannot 
bcai" the fuppofition." 

** Aye, indeed, we have a terrible wJnter before 
us. Lord pity us ! But why, if ydu likes this 
poor beggarly bit of a pkce better than living in a 
fine houfe, with plenty of farvants at your teck, 
and every thing heart can defire, to befure you are 
yotir ovfti mlftrefs, and wh'o can be your hindrance: 
every one to his liking,' as the woman faid, When 
Ihe kiiTed her cow. It is true. Sir Gregory is a 
little or fo ftricken in years; but then he's a fine 
portly gentleman: and^in troth, if I was a lady,*! 
I'm fure I ihould like him fifty to one belter than 

many 
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many a whey-faced young fpark*' There^s that 
lord that comes here with him fometimes, Vm fure 
«nd certain he'd make two of him. And, more 
than alii he's fo much in love with you, as he (aid 
hiitifeify or why fhould he difparage his family, and 
put all his relations in the dumps on your account. 
For, you know, not knowing who you are, be« 
caufe I was afeard you'd be angry if I told him 
any thing about the matter, he muft needs think it 
a great difgrace to him to marry the daughter of 
fuch a poor man as I am." 

" Mydear Auftin, (replied Rofma,} I refpeft 
your words fo much, that I am forry you fhould 
throw them. away. But refte<a, my good friend, 
I might ftill have enjoyed all thofe advantages, on 
which you lay fo great a ftrefs. I was not driven 
from beneath the roof of Mn Fitzofborni : I vo- 
luntarily left it. I had all the luxuries of life, but 
I wanted inclination to enjoy them:, my heart 
pointed me to a tranquil retirement; I obeyed its 
impulfe, and found the peace for which my bofoni 
panted beneath the fhelter of this cottage. — Auftin, 
would you fleep mdre fweetly on a bed of down ? 
Would yoar heart be lighter, if your cloaths were 
madeoffilkf". 

'' « I wear 
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«< I wear lilk doacfas! (exclaimed Auftin;) 
vdl, k would become the likes of me, indeed! 

Lord, O Lord ! fare, if you were married ever 
to much to Sir Gregory, I never could dream of 
fuch a thing I Would any man alive of my ftand* 
ing go to make fuch a jack-pudding of himfelf as 
that comes to I" 

*< Would your food be iWeeter to your palate^ 
AuftiHf if^it was ferved in plate V* 

<< I eat out of fdver diflies ! O dear, O dear, 

1 don't know what can put it into your head to 
4iik me fuch out-of-the-way queftioas, when you 
know that wooden platters are a thouiand times 
fitter for me.'* 

<< My dear Ainftin, (faid Rofina,} if youfancy 
the rich are happier than the poor, you deceive 
yourfelf* Heaven is all good, all wife, and dif- 
penfes ks bounties with an even hand to all its 
creatures.'* 

^ It might be fo, (Auftin faid;} to be fure {he 

knew more of thofe matters than, he did: but it 

was a hard thing to believe, that grpat lords and 

j^entlefolks, that had nothing to do but divart 

6 themfelves, 
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&ein(elves, wear their fine cloaths^ and ride about 
a-vifiting in their coaches, were no happier than 
poor labouring people, that were forced to trudge 
on their own dumps, and work hard to put a bit 
of bread in their mouths. But, as to his own 
part, he had no right to complain, thank God I 
He was happy enough in all confcience for a poor 
man of his fort: he had no laborious taflcs, but 
plenty of all maniler of good things, and a ftouC 
afs to c^rry him. It was only on her account^ 
whom lie loved more than his own flefh and bloody 
that he was any wife uneafy ; for he was afeard fhe 
was beginning to grow tired of that poor way of 
life, becaufe he obferved (he did not feem quite fo 
gay and lightfomr'as (he ufed to do ; and his heart 
would be broke, if (he was not happy; for, God 
was his witncfs, he would travel from one end of 
the kingdom to the other, on his bare feet, if i| 
would do her any good/' ^^ 

The tears flowed down his furrowed cheeks as 
he fpoke. 

*« My dear Auftin, (faid Rofina, rifing haftily» 
and throwing her arms around the old man, whilft 
(he mingled her tears with his,) my refpe6labl# 
friend. Oh, how thefe tears reproach me I Let 

Vou IIL K M 
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mc wipe them away. For your fake, no obtruding 
difcontent ihall ov^rcaft my ferenity : neither do 
you indulge any melancholy forebodings. What| 
though our affairs (hould be lefs pro(perous than 
we hoped, you know I have money enough. At 
all events, you {hall be comfortably provided for 
during your life ; and in me, you (hall always find 
the tendered and moft affe<Sionate daughter. But 
fpeak no jnore tome of Sir Gregory; for to marry 
him, would be to unite myfelf to mifery.'* 

« Oh, God forbid, then, (faid Auftin,) that 
you fliould have any call to him, feeing that's the 
clife, if he was as rich again ; there's no forcing 
folks to be happy, whether they will or not; and 
for my' part, I'll never fay another word about him 
as long as I live, good or bad." 

Auftin kept his word. But) though he refrain, 
ed from any farther remonftrance, he groan«d in 
fecrefy, and retired to reft, loft in wonder at Ro- 
iina's perverfenefs and want of prudence, which 
thus diffipated his golden dreams^ evea in their 
infancy. ' ' 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXII. 

THE BARONET FORMS A PRUDENT RESqXUTIONw 

NEXT morning, Auftin met Sir Gregory ac* 
cordhig to appointment ; and when he ac- 
quainted him with the ill Tuccefs of his commiiHon, 
the baronet's aftonilhmcnt was, if poi&blc, fiipcrior 
to his own. 

*« This is the ftrangeft thing that ever happened 
tome in all my life, (faid Sir Gregory;) I proteft 
I'm fo furprifed, I don't know whether I am (land- 
ing on my head or my heels ! But I'm a^thinking 
you did not manage the matter rightly. Young 
girls are apt to be coy and fhy: may be, your 
dfugbteris only playing oS fome of her maidenifli 
pranks with us> Mafter Auftin." 

Kz «Ah^ 
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<< Ah, no, no, (faid Auftin,] the long and the 
ihort ol it is, that (be never wiU have yoxu** 

<< That I can hardly believe yet a while, Ma« 
fier Auftiik'* 

<< I wilh I was as fure of twelve facks of bar« 
ley," (aid Au(tin. 

« Well, well, Matter Auftin, for all that, I 
won't give out fo fuddenly. They fay the fox 
never fped fo well, as when he went on his own 
errand. At any rate, I (hould like to have a little 
di(b o( difcourfe with herfelf about the matter.'* 

« nu may, ((aid Auftin,) but /never will*' 

«< May be, (he has got fome young fpark of a 
fweetheart into her bead.*' 

«( Not (he, indeed, (&id Auftin ;) I can tell 
ypii, there's no one hereabouts that Ibe'd (b mu^ 
a$ look at." 

<i Well^ it is mighty unaccountable I May.be^ 
'you did not tell her all 1 dcfired jou, what a £ne 

ftttlement 



R S I N A. 197 

fettletnent I ain willing to make on her, and that 
ihc (houkl have a coach to ride in." 



*' Indeed I did, (faid Auftin;) but (he regarded 
it no more than if it was a wheel-barrow, in a 
XRanner. And then, I told htt about the Lord 
Mayor of London's beitutiful daughter, that was 
going mad to bt married to you, with a matter of 
fifty thouiand pound in her pocket." 

«* Fifty thoufand pound ! O, Matter Auflin, 
yon tiiid too iDittch* But What did ihe fay to 

. <* O^ I might as well go frddle hiy dogs ity 
dance, (replied Auftin)} as to tell her about that, 
or any thing elfe; it was all as one as taliting to 
the wall. And yet fbe did fay fomething, if I 
cottid but rei:^mber what it was." 

« What was it? (faid Sir Gregory.) Can^ 
you recoUeft fomething of it f " 

»< Why, Ate (aid it would be a great pity for 

her to go to put between your honour and fuch il 

fine lady with all that nu>ney, and what her con- 

fctmce liTMld by lio means allow "her to do. And 

K3 ihi 
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ihe faid afterwards, as much as that (he would 
rather live in the worft bit of a cabin diat could 
be named, than in the fineft of houfes with your 
honour." 

«* Humph, (faid Sir Gregory,) that's very ex* 
traordinary, indeed. I thought, Mafter Auftin, 
that (he being fo good and dutiful as you fay (he 
is, you might wind her round your finger) as h 
were." 

** Wind her round your finger ! (repeated Au- 
ftin.) Aye, aye, fine talk ! It's eafier faid. than 
done. By my troth, (he'd wind me round her 
finger, and your honour too, for matter of that, 
as eafy as (he'd look at us, if (he took it into her 
head." 

** Well, it was all your own faultj Mafter 
Auftin: it's a bad thing for people to bring up 
their children to be fo headfti'<Hig and miiltlb, as 
not to do every thing their parents would have 
them do. But, for all that, if you were to lay 
your pofitlve conlmands . on her, 1 d^re fay (he 
would have me ftill,? ■ '.. , 

« I would as foon thruft my bead into the fire," 
faid Auflin* 

« This 



ROSIJ^A. 199 

This converfatJon, which pafled in the avenue, 
whither Sir Gregory, impatient of Auftin's delay> 
had walked out to meet him, was interrupted by 
Lord Raymond and Richard, who approached theia 
together. 

•* Well, my hearty old bucks, (cried Richard,) 
how goes it this morning ? What's all this con- 
juration about ? Isn't every thing fettled yet ? 
Confider, man, you have no time to lofe ; and it 
is treating the poor girl very ill, to be keeping her 
fo long in fufpence. Befldes, my mother and the 
buxom widow have been bagging at me to con- 
fent %o go to London to get myfelf polifhed ; and 
I have p9iitiyely refufed to budge an inch, until I 
have danced at your wedding.*' 

«< Seeing that's the cafe, then, (faid Auftin,^ 
(haking his head,) you are likely to remain here 
long enough, my young maften" 

*« What ? (cried Richard,) ar'n't we to have a 
wedding after all ? Hey, what's the meaning of 
all this, my old boy? Methinks you look con« 
foundedly chop-fallen* What, has Rofy refufed^ 
you?^' 

K 4 «Yoa 
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•* You may fay that," faid Auftia. 

«' Why, to be fure, (eagerly interrupted Sir 
Gregory, whofe pride, as well as his afiedion, 
VfSLS a good deal hurt by being reje^Sled by a perfon 
V'hom he confidered as fo greatly his inferior,] 
to be fure, things don't go on quite fo fixiack* 
fmooth as I could wiih. It is not every day that 
one can make a bargain without a little higgling 
and boggling at the firft going off, efpecially in a 
cai'e of this here fort. Befides, young, girls exfcSt 
to be courted and dangled after ; not msking al- 
lowance for the other aiFairs of more coilfequence 
that a man may have to take up his time, which 
is very unreafonable of tbem, if they knew but 
all." 

^ Efpecially (faid Richard) whca a taon has fy 
little time to lofe as you have*" 

*« And what's more, (continued Sir Gregory,) 
as I was remarking to Mafter Auftiii» they are 
apt to be a Utile or (o coy and thy oa thefe oc* 
cafions." 

" O, nothing but moJe/l maiden fear^ (faid Lord 
Raymond i) I doubt you ha,ve been, too abrupt in 

your 



jour declaiiitioti, and Mve hot ptoctticd vAth ^e 
cHation Arxt to ^or tnifti'efs^^B delicacy. Vou ictio# 
I always warned you againft precFprdtlon.'^ 

*< 1 don't Vnow what you may tall pi-ecipitatlon) 
(Returned Sir Gtegory j) but I know 1 have Veen 
dancing ^ftei* her, over hedge and ditch, fevery dajr 
Aefe f\± weeks. ' Vou fee 1 have h^tdfy left my- 
felf ft flioe to % foot: and tht ^eviPs In Tt, if 
that's not tourtfliifr enough for any reafonabic 
woman ! J*m fure I never went through lo much 
lA iny days ; what, with die length of the way, 
ahd the heat of the weather, broiling and iWislter^ 
ing, fcratchtng and (crambling, puffing and blotv* 
ing, it's as much as a man's lifs^ HVordi/^ 

«^ Comfe, come, {died Rithard,) let not ybur 
mVte courage be caft down; &int heart never 
Woh fair lady. IMl biet five to one, (he's only 
giving faerftif thefe ikittidl sdrs, to try what metal 
you are made of." 

* Then you tiiinfc I might fpecd better, if I 
Iras to fptOi myfelf !*' fitid Sir Gregory. 

f« No doubt on't," cried Richard* 
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« Certainly, (faid Lord Raymond;) yet I fhoiii. 
tlunk3 that if you were to coatjnue yqur affiduities 
a little longer ——" 

•< That's the very worft advice you can poffibly 
give hiois (interrupted Richard ;) for it!s my opi*^ 
nioo, that, having been fo long on tbe-ftand-off 
already, the girl concludes that he is too qU and 
good-for-nothing to have 9ny fprnjc left in bioiy 
and has refolved to have no fay to him^'* 

^ Be that matter as k may, (fai^ Sir Gregory,) 
I have made up my mind upon iti I cannot keep 
courting at this rate any longer,, if I was to get 
the king's dominions for it i for, not being^ ufed 
to fuch violent exercife, it does not at all agres 
with my confiitution: it is enough to throw a 
man into a fever. Beddes, the weather will grow 
every day hotter and botter; and I proteft Fm 
grown as thin as a lath already, See,, now, if my 
coat does not hang about me like a fack ! So^ 
you fee, let the world wag as it will, I am re- 
folved to go to the cottage myfelf this evening; 
and why, let the matter he on or off at a jerk |^ 
for I fee no good in keeping hanging and drawing 
in this manner**' 

« In 
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<« In troth, then, (faid Auftin,) for any good 
your honour will get by it, you may as well ftay 
at home; for ihe'll juft let every thing you fay t© 
her in at one ear and out at the other." 

« WelJ, trial is all, Mafter Auftin, (laid Sir 
Gregory;) trial is all,*' 



CHAP. XXHL 



A DISAFPOINTMENr IN LOVE, 



THAT fame evening, Sir Gregory, in pur- 
fuance of his determination, prepared for 
his expedition to the cottage. His well-powdered 
wig, which ftared out around his broad red face^ 
of which, the heat of the weather," co-operating 
with the agitation of his mind, had confiderably 
heightened the ufual crimfon complexion, recalled 
to the imagination the fnowy zone that furroundl 
K 6 the. 



Ae torrid region of Mount Xttsi. His Aocs, 
tktlf bhcktd and poliftitd, were mounted widlll 
pair of latge plated buckles ; and his ]t^ loft no 
psirt of their apparent magnitude, by being encafed 
in a pair of white filk ftockings. His breeches 
Wh^e black velvet; bis Waiftcoat, a fort of filken 
labric, encompafied the rotundity dt bis body, with 
broad horizontal ftripes of alternate brown and 
yelloW) which gave to bis trunk a ftrong refem- 
blance to a large fpecies of caterpillar, which, in 
the autumnal feafon of the year, is frequently founi 
regaling itfelf on the leaves of the cabbage. His 
breaft was ornamented with a profiifion of cravat 
and chitterlini and his wrifls with a very large 
pair of ruffles. He wore a light blue coat, with 
very refplendant buttons; and his large three- 
cocked hat he poifed with a graceful negligence 
on the hack of his head. His large gold-headed 
.cane he fometimes carried in his hand, and fome«^ 
iimes threw carelefsly actofs his (houlder, to (hew 
fhat he bore it only in compliance with fafliion, 
ted W^$ not compelled to avail himfelf of ltd af« 
fiftance by any deficiency of perfonal vigour. 

When he reached the cottage, he ftopped in tha 
garden to provide his button^hole with a very eie« 
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piiit !)btli|uet> ^ottipofed oF tulipi and i^Uhowtti. 
Thus t<fl\pptd for con^ueft, he itpproactxf At 
parlour where Rofina &, and introduced hraifelf 
to her prefence, after three preparatory taps at 
the dobn 

AMionglh he had pmviotilly framed in his own 
mind an addrefs fuitable to the occafion, yet on his 
entir^nce he felt an awkward bafhfulnef^ that di£> 
fipated his ideas. He took a. chair, and featedl 
liimfelf at the table at which Rdina iat drawing. 

^ This h a fine tvening. Sir Gregory/* UA 
iLoiina. 

« Yes, indeed) (returned Sir (jpcgory,) I niu(t 
needs allow,. that it is as pleafant weather as a 
man might defke to fee, only a little too fweltry^ 
(wiping his face as he fpoke^) But, what is thii 
tiiat you ard about now? Always doing fooae* 
thing pretty/' f 

^ It is a drawing of Hope,*' (aid Rofina. 

^ Aye, fo it is, indeed ; and the Way t know it 
is, becaufe of that there ib^p-ianchor that ihe haa 
imder her arm, a4caning u^n ; and I fup^ofe thai 
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they paint her with that anchor, to giire us to un- 
derftand, that without hope no one would ever go 
to fea." 

" No one would, I believe," faid Rolina. 

«« Aye, (faid Sir Gregory,) hope's a fine thmg.'» 

« It isj indeed, (faid Rofxna,) the beft friend 
#f the unfortunate/' 

" Aye, if it was not for hope, our hearts would 
break, (returned Sir Gregory, with a fnort, which 
he meant Rofina fliould interpret as a figh.) I 
wi(h I could prevail on you to beftow it on me.*' 

" Why, (replied Rofina, wilfully mifunder- 
ftanding him,) if you have any particular fancy to 
this drawing — ^'* 

« O, no, no, (interrupted Sir Gregory,) that*$ 
notice fort of hope Vm after, ^5ot but I would 
be very much obliged to you for that fame, ^e- 
c aufe any thing would be welcome that came from 
you J and I promife you, I fliould think nothing 
of going to the expence of getting the fineft gilt 
frame that hands could make for it^ for, being fo 

handiomc 
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handrome in itfelf, it fufdy.wdljdeferves^it, even 
if it Was. not done by you. But after all, it is 
nothing but a (badoW) and I am for fomething 
more fubftantial.** , , 

A paufe of fome moments enfued. Rofina, half 
blufliing and half laughing, hung her head over 
her work. 

<< I am not one of thofe people, (continued Sir 
Gregory>) who make a great pother about 'thingf, 
though, may be, I may have as much kindnefs in mjf 
heart as my. neighbours : but, having never u(ed 
myfelf to diat there fort of converfation, I am no 
greafr hand at it. I know well enough that jrou 
will get many a flafhy fpark that will ^in you out 
fine fpeeches by the hour, though, may be, they 
mayn't have half fo much good will at the bottonu 
I can neither coax nor compliment, things of that 
kind being quite out of my line, becaufe I look 
upon it, that it is enough for fwindlers and ibarp- 
ers, and Irifh fortune-hunters, to keej) fawning 
and flattering, protefling and fwearing, cajoling 
and complimenting ; but the proof of the pudding 
is in the eating of it: let's fee which among them 
will bid fairer than I do^ When a man has bi& 
jpockets well lined, he has his credentials about 

him> 
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Mm, ad Me tnnjr tzfi and it it die my Wfeb \» 
men of twifin^, not to keep ftilly (h^j^ init t6 
ppttk to the point at eiiee» for ^t*s tive Wli?f Id 
expedite matters, you know/' 

M Undottbtedl//' £mI Rofiiuu 

<< To be Aire, (rerumed the baronet,) fgotf a 
man in my place would talk a deal, and make a 
great botheir a^t the tore he bc^^ yoi^ iuAd UI 
that ; but why, 1 1oo\ upon that fort of tidk to 
he quite unncceflai^, rt^ng that dMs^d^ing ^akl 
for itTelfs becauft any Me may fee WiA half 
in ejtj that a fhi^ riiuft hdsAs have no fenikll kiiid<- 
tteft fbr a girl, when he fe iHrtlfing to ftiarry h^ ih 
-her Imcxrk; mioiis dl^ecially, when every one knowar 
fife might hare a ftore ef other good thatches, ii 
he chbfe them, and has where-withai to hiake as 
handfome a fettlement as any woman need to 
Wiih for." ' 

Sir Grcgoiy. pa«fed a white for ftofina*s aii* 
fwer ; but finding her obftinate in her fdience,^ h» 
Aus proceeded 2— 

^< To be fure, it hiuft be conifeBtd, that you | 
ftiay think me ratba: a little or fy in yearsy in 

(;om* 
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•ompatiron to ybu; but you muft be ienfible that'* 
no &ult of mine^ feeing that it was the will of 
God that I fhould be born into the world at leaft 
forty years before you ; and for that very reafon^ 
it would be an unjuft thing to lay any blame to 
me upon that account. We would all be young 
and handfome, if we could make ourfelves ; but 
that being unpoflible, why it it very finful to coni> 
plain or murmur/* 

«« Certainly>^' (aid Rofina. 

M Now, my opinion crf^ th^ matter is rhte, (cm* 
tinued Sir Gregory:) You being, as it were,.ra<^ 
diet low ia the world, I fliould think ft Would bt 
much more comfortable for you to have a hand** 
fomc houfe of your own^ and every manner of 
conveniency about you, with a coach to tidt out 
ki ciwry day of the week, if you have a mind to 
k> and plenty of fertants all running at your call, 
(t^ &y iK>thing of a loring hulband, that would 
dvink he never did enough for yod -,) but I of^ljr 
fay, and I fpeak it as a friend, for you knbw talk* 
itig matters over quietly can do no harm on any 
fide ; but I only &y, that, every thing confidered, 
I Ihould think you wMkl find fuch a (brt of life a 
ded more comfortable add convenient than living 
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in. the way yc^u are at prefent. And I am fure, 
if my own wife was alive at this day, poor de;.r 
woman! ihe could vouch for me, that, during 
the twenty-two years we lived together, 1 never 
crofled her in nothing, nor faid ill flie did, but 
thought nothing too good for her that was to be 
had for money; and (he might have eat gold, if 
ihe had liked it ; though. Lord knows, ihe was 
no more like fome people that I could name, than 
an apple's like an oyfter. But, to be fure, that 
was not her fault, poor woman! and fo, why 
ihould fhe be ill treated on account of it, you 
know; though, to tell the truth, for the laft feven 
years of her life, (he was fo unfirm, and fo iickly^ 
that if it was not for the name of a wife, a maii 
might have as well, nay, a great deal better, been 
without one; for, you know, it is no defirablc 
thing, when a perfon comes at night to bis own 
houfe to enjoy himfelf a little, after being harrafied 
and wearied with bu(inefs, iitid having his head 
moidered with letters and accounts, cockets and 
day-notes, invoices and bills of lading, inftead of 
finding a plelafant (ire-iide, a few fociable friendf,. 
and an agreeable wife, to divert him, to hear o^ 
nothing but achs and pains, qhalms and heart- 
burnings, grunts and groans } and to (be nothing 
but ibrrowful looks and wry faccsy piUs and bo« 

luQcs^ 
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luflesy doctors and apothecaries, gallipots and nof- 
trums. Not but Aich things may be very ne- 
ceflary, and no one is to be blamed for making ufe 
of them* However, nowthat it has pleafed God 
to releafe the poor woman out of hef pain, aiid 
to take hef to himfelf, it would be ungrateful tl> 
repine at his holy will ; and nobody can cenfure 
me for looking about me, and ftriving to provide 
myfelf widi a pleafanter companion ; and I ibould 
imagine, that you might think yourfelf a great 
deal happier to lie the wife of a good refponfible 
man, that would give his two eyes for you, (you 
fee I only fpeak it *as a friend,) than in living in 
this Iftdc^&abby place with your poor old father, 
that, it's eaiy to fee, is only juft ftruggling and 
ftriving to keep his head above water." 

^r Gregory having exhaufted all the topics of 
perfuafion which, at this period, occurred to his 
recblle£tion, made a full ftop. Rofma was iome* 
what embarraUTed; yer fearing, left )ie fliould in- 
terpret her filence into confent, flie felt herfdlT 
necef&tated to reply. 

« I commifSoned my father, Sir Gregory, (faid 
ihe,) to acquaint you with my determination on 
this fubjea.'* 

w Why, 
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<« Why, to Tay the truth, {o he did, (returned 
the baronet ;) but then, I was in hopes you wouM 
think better of this matter when you had a little 
mpre time; for, let a body be never (6 clever, it 
is morally unpoflible for them to fee all the ins 
«nd outs of an affair at the firft glance ; therefore 
fi^ople fays fecond thoughts are beft : and, be*^ 
iides, I have been told, that in thefe nlait^rs a 
Ulan ftiould never be caft down by a deftial or 
two, thcfm things being very much in the ^ouift 
Df Counfliip." 

. ^ IkKitred^ Sir Gi^egory, (f»d Rofina,^ tf I donVk 
hsLYt accepted your addrefles^ I wbuld nbc baV# 
Irefufed them through afieftatiom** 

«* Could have aceepted! (repeated Sir Gre« 
(ory.) I can\ fee any 1mpe£iiicbt) ^evc^pt you» 
plot chufing to have ine/' i 

« WeH, <faid Rofiiia» fmilfDg^ ind ateed llMit 
))eaftrongeri*' 

«^ Aye, but it is very odd, though !" faid Sir 
Orcjgory* , • 

•♦Yet 
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^< Yoa are fijrprifed (faid Rofioa) that I fliould 
{irefer this cottage to die convenient and elegant 
maniion of which you wiih to make me the 
niiftrefs." 

^ It is» to be fure, a little or (b furprifing) ((aid 
air Gregory ;) and if you were but to walk with 
me over my houfc, from the top to the bottom of 
it, I am inclined to think you would change your 
Jtpind,'* 

<< Indeed, I ihould not, Sir Gregory, (faid Ro- 
(ina«) I have been accuftomed to habitations ycry 
different from this j but ' ■ f '* 

•*« Aye, but (interrupted Sir Gregory, eagerly) 
you might go into a thouland houfes, and liot find 
fiich a complete and clever one as minei back- 
Aairs and front^ftairs, parlours and drawing-rooms, 
hed-»chambers and dreiEng«rooms, fervants- gar- 
rets and ftore -rooms; and then every thing below 
fo compa£t and fo comfortable, --'laundry and pan- 
tries, coal- vaults and wine-celfers, larders and 
kHchenSy ftew-holes and boilers, with a charming 
coach-faoufe and ftaUes^ and a delightful back-* 
yard, where you have as good air, in a manner, 
as you have in thefe m ount ains. It is, indeed, 

as 
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as complete as hands can make it ; and the devil 
thank it} 1 was made to pay through the' nofe for 
it: and I muft Ciy, that the furniture is not one 
bit behind hand with it/' 

« Well, but (laid Rofina,) I am perfeftly con- 
tented with this cottage, and wi/h not to exchange 
it for any other refidence, at leaft for the prefent."^ 

** My ftate drawing-room (faid Sir Gregory, 
looking round him as he fpoke) is thirty-two feet 
by twenty- five." 

<< But I find this little parlour large enough for 
me,'' faid Rofina. 

^* Why, this little parlour is fnug and decent 
enough in its own way, (replied Sir Gregory;} 
i^t it is no more to be compared to the rooms in 
my houfe than chalk is to cheefe. I wifli you 
livere to fee the ornaments of ftucco, and the ca- 
pital India hangings." 

« Perhaps I am as well pleated with my own 
hangings," faid Rofina^ poiming to the intermin- 
gled foliage of the vines and paifion-trees that 
kung in luxuriant feftoons acrofs the windows. 

*'0, 
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« O, indeed, (faid Sir Gregory,) thcj are pretty 
tnough for fo long as they laft. This is certainly 
a handfome little fpot enough for the fummer 
months; But Vm fure it muil needs be a heart- 
breaking place in the winter feafon, when all them 
there high mountains are covered with fnow* 
Sure, when there's a heavy fall of it, I have often 
heard of whole families being buried alive in it; 
and I am fure, you and your father (land as fair 
a chance of being fmothered up in this way as 
anjf people I know; for if there ibould happen to 
blow a high northerly wind, I don't know what 
there is to prevent it- from fweeping down all the 
fiiow from that great precipice behind the houfe^ 
plump upon your heads ; and there you might ftay 
till you were flarved to death with cold and hun- 
ger; for, being ftrangers in tbefe here parts, and 
having neither friends nor relations, there would 
be nobody to trouble their heads to come and dig 
you out, if you were to fiay there till doomfday." 

** Well, (faid Rofma, who could not forbear 
laughing at the bugbear her lover bad thus in- 
genioufly conjured up to terrify her into coow. 
pliance with his wiihes,} well. Sir, you know 
death' is a debt we muft all pay; and, whether a 
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little fixmer or a little later, the coniequence is not 
materiaL'* 

^ Aye, (laid Sir Gregory,) it is eafy to make 
fine arguments, and to tallc of tfaefe matters with 
a deal of indifferency, fo long as they are at a 
diftance; but when it comes to the pufh, I am 
very apt to think ypu won't find it altogether fo 
pleafant, to be perifhing to deadi in that unchrif- 
tian^like manner; for they fay, that to be ftarved 
to death is the difagreeableft thing that one can 
well imagines and we have heard of people out 
at fea, that have been known to gnaw even the 
flefii oS their own bones for very hunger. Nay; 
bave not folks even killed and eat one another, 
X»ord preferve us I I would not put frightful 
thoughts into your head« But, fore^wamed, fore- 
armed} that great ftrapping Wellh wench of 
your*s looks. as if ihe had an excellent appetite; 
and when people are- reduced to extremity, there's 
no accounting for what they may do." 

Rofina could not refrain (wm laughing immo« 
dierately at- this infinuation. 

•« Now, I cannot> for the foul of me, find out 
(£ud Sir Gregorys in jgreat furprife,} what there 
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h fo veiy laughable in tke thought of being kilkd 
and eaten ! But they fay mocking is catching. 
God fend I may be a falfe prophet; but I am very 
apt to believe, that if it fliouU come to pafs with 
you, I think you would be apt to wifli yourfelf in 
a good warm houfe, fafe and fnug, with roaring 
fires in every room, covered from top to bottom 
with good carpeuing, Turkey and Wilton, and 
plenty of the befl viduals that are to be had for 
love or money in the London markets \ iilh and 
flefli, boiled and roafted, baked and ftewed, tame 
fowl and wild fowL" 

" Probably I fhould," faid Rofina, 

«* Well then, (continued Sir Gregory, foften- 
Ing his voice, leaning towards Rofina, and laying 
his hand on her knee,) isn't it better for you to 
let me perfuade you to give me leave to put you 
out of the power of fuch Ihocking cafualties? 
How you draw back now ! I proteil one would 
think I was a toad ! I'm fure I can't contrive 
what I have done to you, to make you have fo 
^eat a <liflike to me." 

*^ Sir Gregory, (faid Rofina,) you miftake the 

point ; I have no diflike to you ; on the contrary, 
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I truly efteem you, and very fmcerely wi(h your 
happinefs: but fomething more is requifltei I 
muft love the man whom I marry. I thank you 
for the preference you have given me ; but 1 wifb 
you had beftowed your attachment on fome wo- 
man who could return it : I never can. I hope 
I have been fufficiently explicit ; and I muft inilft 
that this application may be the laft. So now, if 
you pleafe, we will go into the garden, for } fee 
Lord Raymond and Mr. Richard Evelyn with my 
father." 

Without waiting for an anfwer, (he arofe and 
led the way. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

COURTSHIP IN A DIFFERENT STY<.K« 



Loft to all truth in fdgningtD be tni^ I 

IMPATIENT to learn the rcfidt of an inter- 
view which was finally to decide the fete of 
the baronet's pretenfions. Lord Raymond and Ri* 
chard had followed him to the cottage, and had 
awauted in the garden the conclufion of the con* 
ference in which they knew he had been engaged 
with Rofina. 

<< O, ho, (cried Richard, who foon read in Sir 

Oregory*s countenance the event of his ill-ftarred 

paffion,} methinks our old lover looks like a dog 

that has loft his ears. Deuce take the baggage ! 

L 2 I wifii 
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I wilh {he had kept him on a little longer, that we 
might have had fome more fun with him.'' 

Whilft he drew Sir Gregory afide, to engage 
him to repeat his convedation with Rofina, flte, 
in die meantime, entertained Lord Raymond with 
the divers arguments employed by the good ba- 
ronet to perTuade her to confent to his wiflies. 
The weather was warm; they approached the 
houfe, and entered the parlour, juft as Rofina had 
jinifhed her recital. The drawing which Rofina 
had been iiniihing, ftill lay on the table. 

^< And this is the drawing, (faid Lord Ray* 
mond, taking it up,) which Sir Gregory promifed 
to put himfelf to the expeiice of decorating with 
a gorgeous frame. Noy no, Rofina, (continued 
he, finiling,) you muft not let him have it. I 
have no inclination to embrue my hands in the 
blood of diis ancient enamorato of your's ; yet X 
confels 1 ihould be firongly tempted to cut the 
throat of any man to whom you (hould give 
hope." 

Rofina^ endeavoured to fmile at thia gallanlry^ 
whilft her hluQics betriiyed her confciouihers. 

^WiU 
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- « Will you give it to me, Rofma ?** faid Lord 
Raymond, earneftly taking her hand as he fpoke. 

" Oh, no, (faid Rofina, in ftill greater con- 
fufion,) you know I have already promifed it 4o 
Sir Qregory; and if he ibould return to a(k 
for it .*' 

« He will think no more of it, (faid Lord Ray- 
mond.) Yet ought I to defire fo dangerous a gift ! 
For whyibould I flatter myfelf againll convidioni 
Why nouriAi in my bofom a fmiling deceiver that 
muftilab its peaee/^ 

He looked earneftly at Rofina, and enjoyed her 
bluflies and embarraffinent. Juft then the door 
fuddeniy opened, and Richard bolted abruptly into 
the room* 

** So, ((aid he,) you arc very fnug here tete- 
a-tete. Faith, I am beginning to- fmell a rat, 
(continued he, obferving the confufion vifible iii 
the countenance of Rofina, and the chagrin which 
this interiuption had occafioned him in that of 
Lord Raymond.) Aye, aye, I fee how it is. Some 
folks have a pretty knack at making cat's paws of 
•thers. You are a good body to help the lame 
L 3 dog 
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dog over the ftile, I find. You were very kind, 
coining herr , helping Sir Gregory to court every 
day. But have a care of him, my good girl :«-« 
fair vfords butter no parinipsj and, for all his fine 
fpeeches that he i»fo ready-witted with, I believe 
there is more loyalty and flncerity in the baronet's 
little finger, than in his Lord(hip's whole carcafe/' 

Richard had often before attempted to teaze 
Lord Raymond ; but he had hitherto parried the 
attacks of his little mifchievous adverlary with Co 
much eafe and good-humour, that, believing him 
to be invulnerable, he ufually forebore to caft his 
arrows at a perfon who pofTelTed the art of making 
them recoil on himfelf. But truths, fo home, and 
to which the purpofes of his heart bore teftimony, 
£ot once threw his Lordihip oflFhis guard j and the 
rage and vexation which enflamed his countenance, 
convinced our little Crookback of his advantage, 
and determined him to purfue it. 

" Between two flools, (continued he, addrefEng 
himfelf to Roiina,) you know what comes to the 
ground. You may think it is a fine thing to have 
a Lord coming dangling after you here every day; 
and I fuppofe you take every word he fays for 
gofpel : but it is all a mere humbug s for I'll tdi 

you 
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you plainly and fquarely, that he is to be married 
the minute he gets to London to a little ugly ferret-* 
eyed devil, with a hump upon her back, or fome- 
^ thing in that way : but what does he value that, 
when fhe's to bring him the devil and all of 
money." 

" This uncontroled impertinence !" exclaimed 
Lord Raymond i then fuddenly recoUeding, that, 
with fuch an adv^riary, either menaces or ex- 
poftttlations would but expofe him to. new ridicule, 
he flopped abruptly, though he could not refrain 
from evincing his wrath by many threatening and 
indignant glances. 

<< Oh, ho, (faid Richard,) I think I have found 
the knack at laft of putting your Lord&ip into a. 
fret and fume ! Now, that's the very thing that 
convinces me I am not out in my politics ; for, 
if it was nothing but a jeft, you would laugh at 
me as you ufed to do : but you are in a fury with 
me, becaufe I want to put a fpoke in your wheel, 
without ever confideting that you are driving off 
to the devil as faft ^s you can. If you have a re^ 
gard for the girl, and have a mind to do things 
genteelly, why don't you come, heart in hand> 
and offer her marriage at once, like Sir Gregorj^; 
L 4 treat 
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treat us widi a merry meetings and let us have a 
daiice at the wedding; and oid Squaretoes, your 
father, will dance, too, though> I believe, it will 
l>e for rage; and Sir Gregory will dance with 
vexation; and old Auftin> your father-in-law, will 
dance with joy ; and fo we (hall have all the old 
coggers a^fpinning about like fo many whirligigs.'* 

Ro(xna,.to hide her confufion, feated herielf at 
the table; and taking her drawing, attempted to 
retouch it, whilll the violent tremor of her hand 
difcovered the agitation it was fo ftrongly her wifli 
to conceal. It was not her modefty alone that 
fuiFered ; the idea that Lord Raymond was on the 
point of being united to another woman> gave a 
deep and cruel wound to her hr.art. She felt die 
juftice of Richard's obfervation, and was convin* 
ced, that if his intelligence had been without 
foundation. Lord Raymond would not have ap-» 
peared fo ftrongly afTeAed at its repetition. • 

<^ You are a ftrange genius, (faid Lord Ray« 
mond, whofe policy^ ftruggling with his refent- 
ment affeded to turn the converiation to a jeft,} 
furely fome demon, an enemy to the repofe of 
man}dnd, turned you loofe on fociety, for the pur- 
pofe of tormenting it. As you aire ten times tnorc 

mifchievous 



R S I N A. 235 

mifchievous than a baboon, you ought to be chain* 
ed up like ooe. — But what have jou done with Sir 
Gregory ?" 

«< O, that's what I juid ran in to tell you abouty 
^replied Richard}) he told me in doleful dumps 
that it was all over with him, and that he was 
refolved to go o£F to London immediately. ^^ Cou* 
rage, my old buck, (fays I,) if one won't, another 
will : never balk your fancy to matrimony on that 
account." — ^** Aye, (fays Sir Gregory,) there's as 
good fifh in the fea as ever was caught. Come 
what may, I am refolved not to live three months 
longer in this uncomfortable fort of way. If my- 
friend the alderman's daughter is ftill on han^ 
I'll go ftrike a bargain for her diredly ; for, though 
flie is neither fo young nor fo handfome as fome 
people, yet fhe has ten thoufand pounds to her 
portion, and there's fome confolation in thaL"— » 
And don't yoii diink fo^ toO) my Lord^'* 

<* Undoubtedly, (faid Lord Raymond}) I ac* 
knowIedj;e there may be a great deal." 

f«* Aye, but, (replied Richard, with in arch 

wink at Rofina,) I dare fay your miftreft has more 

L 5 than 
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than five times that fum ; for fuch a litde^ ugly, 
deformed toad, as by all accounts Ihe i$, muft carry 
a damned weight of metal in her pockets, or ihe 
never could have funk to the bottom c^ your heart* 
What die devil do you mean to do with her i 
Why, man, you'll be aihamed to be feen in her 
company, except at a mafquerade/' 

' Lord Raymond's countenance again lowered, 
notMTithftanding Kis efforts to conceal bis di£- 
pleafure* 

^ What the plague' do you want wkh more 
money? (continued Richard.) Has not that old 
curmudgenly father of yoar'-s enough of it for 
you in all confcience. ^fow, would it not b& 
better for you to marry fome pretty young girl 
that you could .love and like, than to go fell your'^ 
• felf to tliat Kttle frtghftfal forcereii, diat,. by alT 
accounts, is as ugl}^ as* the devil^s dam ! And what 
will you do with the purchafe^money when you 
get it I Why, buy fine hottfes> and pictures, and 
coaches, and them Ibrt of thmgs,, ^s if fuch fort 
cf trumpery could 'make a man happier than hav- 
ing a good wifci I wHh from my foul that you: , 
may catch a Tartar> and that my little Lady 

Hunchback 
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Hunchback may turn out a greater fhrew tiiaa 
Xantippe. But I fee you are getting on your 
grim locAs again, fo Wl bid you good bye. I 
muft run after Sir Gregory, or may be, I may find 
kim dangling from fomc weeping willow. Good 
bye, Kttic RoPf, (turning to look at her as he 
reached the door 5) don't be angry at any thing I 
have faid to you ; may be I may bear you as much 
good wiH as he that fpeaks you fairer : only be 
warned by a friend, and have a care of people that 
carry two faces under ahood.*-* 

He made his exit as he launched this Parthianr 
arrow, of which Lord Raymond foiled not to feel 
the keennefs. But, ever attentive to his own in- 
terefts, and no lefs acute to difcern, than dexterous 
to adopt the meaflires befl calcuhted to promote 
them, he infbntly began to revolve the means to 
extricate himfelf from the dilemma in which he 
found himfelf involved by the ungovernable and 
mifchievous loquacity of our little Crookback. 
Nor was he at any lofs to divine the channd 
through which the latter had derived his know- 
ledge of his affairs, as he had lately obferved that 
a tender, confidential amity had taken place be* 
tween bUs and Mr. Frizle, or Frizel, (for the 
L & name 
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name was varioufly pronounced)) his lordQiip^s 
Talet de chambre. This gendeman, who, ac« 
cording to the laudable cuftom eftabliCbed. by rule 
amongft the members of his refpedable fraternity 
had never fiiiled to api^y his^ ear to the key-hole^ 
iH^en any particular converlation had occurred 
beween the Earl and his fon, was become corn- 
plete matter of all their fecret operations, and 
particularly of the deftgned alliance between Lord 
Raymond and Lady Elinor, which, in gratitude 
lor certain fiivoursj he fcrupled not to confide ta 
Richard; not in the leaft controling his naturail 
eloquence, in the defcant on die lady's perfonal 
perfcdionS) annexed by him to bi& inteUigwce% 
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CHAP. XXV- 

MORB COVRTSHIPW 



#hy what an Aodiy, and ibew of trtrtb^ 
Can aumii^ fin cover itielf witfaal I 

SH4KI8FtilltB» 

FOR feme minutes. Lord Raymond walked 
about the room in a diforder which he had no> 
need to counterfeit^ whiiA Roltxia,. pale and agi-. 
tated> hung over her drawing. 

«< Yott are perhaps furprifed> Mils Mortimei^ 
(fiiid he, approaching her as he 4)oke>} that I have 
never yet mentioned to you an engagement wiiich. 
accident has thus difclofed to your knowledge t 
^ut is it wonderful that we flbould avoid the re» 
petitioa of iubje£b which we cannot reflect oni 

without 
i 



without angtttih ! Yet, perhaps, whilft I too fe- 
duloufly concealed my fentiments on fome Tub* 
jeds, on others I too incautioufly betrayed diem. 
But the fuppreffion of improper feelings, however 
neceflary the duty, requires an exertion of felf* 
command, fo painful, that if they fometimes break 
the reins of reafoo, furely the tranfgrei&on is ve- 
nial. It is poffible I (hould do better, were I fttU 
to adhere to the rules I bad laid down for myfelf, 
and perfevere in my filence, whatever it might 
coft me : but, tortured as I am, with the confliSs 
of oppofite principles, is it too great an indul- 
gence, if I entreat you to receive my cosfidence,^ 
and allow myfelf to fupplkate the foft iblace of 
pity, where honour forbids me to folicit a return 
of tendernefs ! Be but my friend, then, (con- 
tinued he, approaching her wkb an air 'of ten«- 
dernefs,) I require no fonder title, becauTe, fitu« 
ated as I am at prefent, I dare not* Receive my 
confidence, and footh me with your fympathy/' 

Rofma, abafhed, diftrefTed, mortified at t!he 
emotion which it was paft her power to conquer, 
and apprehenfive, left 6y fpeaktng Ihe {hduld ren- 
der it ftill more evident,' turned from* Lord Ray- 
mond, and continued fUent* 

•'My 
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^ My impatient anguiih at the toils in which 
I find myfelf entangled, (continued Lord Ray« 
mond,) is augmented by the convi&ion that my 
difficulties have originated in my pwn irrefi^utionf!- 
—my oi|en blind and blameable fubmiffion to the^ 
caprice of a father, who, himfelf a flave to am- 
bition, has, from my in&ncy, endeavoured to bind 
my du^l& mind to the fame chain. And where- 
fore Should I palliate my errors ? My young bo« 
fom caught the iire he fought to infpire it with> 
and glowed with emulative pride, and a vain defire 
of diftinaion." 

<< Laft winter, an alliance was proje(3ed be- 
tween Lady Elinor Lefley, daughter of the Duke 
of B— — , and me. I acknowledge I was dazzled 
by the fplendor of this connexion, and diilin£tions 
the moft feducive ; even the profpe£l of a foreign 
embaiTy, was held out to allure me to confent to 
it. Had Lady Elinor been merely indifFerent tor 
me, I fhould have acceded without jrepugnance> 
nay, even with pleafure, to this union ; but, un-? 
amiable in perfon, and contemptible in underftand<^ 
ing, fhe was the obJeA of my fupreme antipadiyr 
yet I bluQi whilft I acknowledge my wcaknefs, 
Inftigated by the vain ambition of fuperiority, ^d 
over-awed by the commands of a parent, whofe 

in* 
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injundions I had ever been accuftomed to hold 
fiicred> I promifed oiy confent to his wiflies ; but 
he had little reafon to triumph in a vifiory which 
threatened to deprive him of his only ion! The 
eonfliAs I fuffered occafioned the fevere illnefs 
which was lb near proving iatal to my life. For 
die re-eftabli(hment of mj health, I was ordered 
to this place. Unhappy prefcription ! unfortunate 
journey ! The health I have recovered has been 
dearly purchafed with the total definition of my 
bofom peace. But the evil is irremediable : my 
fether forced me to write to Lady Elinor before I 
left London. Hateful injundion I Heaven only 
knows with what relufbnt averfion it was ful- 
filled. And now, what is to be done? Speak, 
my fweet Rofina ; my lovely friend^ affift me witli 
your counfel/* 

«« What counfeli my Lord? (faid RoHna, with 
Ibme impatience, ftill bending over her work, and 
ftniggling with her emotion, as fhe fpoke, j where 
there is but one road to take, and that, too, fa 
plain a one, there can be little darker of your 
miffing it.'* 

M You advifc me, then^ to marry Lady Elinor J^ 

Ccf. 
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•* C^vtsinljj mjr Lord." 

*^ O, cruel girl ! (traverfing the room in an 
agitation half counterfeited, and half real») What, 
to unite myfelf totorfurei lading as my exiftence ! 
To betroth my faith to one woman, whilft my 
whole foul is devoted to another ! Is this the^ 
counfel I expeded from your friendihip ; the con-* 
folation I promiied myfelf from your fympathy !" 

^' My Lord) (faid Aofina, coldly,} I promifed 
you neither fympathy nor friendChip. I had no 
defire for this communication : you forced it on 
me. It is highly improper : pray let it end here." 

^ O, how unfeeling ! (exclaimed Lord Ray« 
mond, really hurt to find that Rofina had ilrength 
of mind to aflume this calmnefs, which he well 
knew, was but difTembled.) Have you fenfibility 
for every one but me ? Will you even rej[e<5l my. 
confidence, and refiife me your compaf&on i How 
have I merited this harlhnefs? I acknowledge 
my condad has been blameable; but^ though 
&ulty^ has it been inexcu(able ? Shall thofe who 
have been blefled with the advantages of z. happy 
and judicious education, blot the lovely grace of 
charity from the fair catalogue of their virtues ; and, 

without 
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without adverting to the difference of iituatbn, 
the force of influence, and the prevalence of temp«* 
tation, afford neither compaffion nor indulgence 
to the wanderings of pafiions, undifciplined by ia- 
lutary reftraint, and of reaibn unenlightened by 
early inftrudion. As wdl, Rofina, as well might 
you expe& to meet the degance of the European 
courtier in the manners of the untutored <aTage> 
as to find the tender purity of your own fenti^ 
ments, and the unperverted reditude of your own 
judgment, in the charaders of men who have been 
graduated in the fchool of the world, and inobibed 
from their infancy its pernicious maxims." 

RoCna felt the juftice of thefe arguments ; and 
her candour acknowledged the force of die appeal 
that was addrefled to it. 

U I feel the innate light of reafon (continued^ 
hard Raymond) flruggling to pierce ^ mifts of 
prejudice; but its ray is ftill wavering and 411-^ 
bious. To you, my efteemed and lovely friend^ 
I would apply, to guide my mind through this 
bewildering maze of perplexity and error, and 
point out to my judgment the path I ought t<» 
tread/* 

« To 
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^ l^o me ! (faid Rofina, in great perturbation*) 
Ob, why tbii appeal to me on a fubjeft on which 
your own feelings and your own judgment caa 
alone inftru£t you to decide with propriety V* 

<< Can you then advife and wifli me to marrf 
Lady Elinor V 

*< I don't know. I believe fo« Is not your 
promife given) your honour engaged ? How then 
can you ayoid it PV 

<< When I engaged myfelfto LadyEliAOTy thu^ 
reft of her fex were alike indifferent to me. Tell 
me, then, which is moft incompatible with ho-> 
nour,— the breach of an engagement lightly en- 
tered into, or the profanation of a iacred cere**: 
niony^ and the guilt of voluntary and premeditated 
perjury f '* 

« O, (faid Rofma,) why are thofe queftions 
addrefied to a peribn Ip little capable of replying 
to them V\ 

<< Amidil this perturbation of my paffion5, this 
uncertainty of my foul, (replied Lord Raymond,) 

ta 
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to whom (hould I apply for confolation and advice^ 
but to her who has occafioned this diftreffing tu- 
mult ! Rofina, had we never met, I flaould ftill 
have been at peace*** 

« Would to Heaven we had not !** (aid Rofina. 

" I, too, ought to join in that cruel wifli j yet 
I cannot. But my deftiny is not yet irrevocably 
fixed: it yet may change its colour. Ro{ina> 
(continued he, catching her' hand, and ardently 
gazing in her face, as if to read bis anfwer in her 
countenance,] Rofina^ do you love me ?** 

Thrown off her guard by the unexpeAed ab-^ 
ruptnefs of the queftion, Rofina turned from hira, 
and burft into tears^ He dropped on bis knees 
befide her, s^nd would have foothed her with the 
fondeft profeffions i but, mortified to excefs, pro« 
Yoked at her own weaknefs, and irritated at his 
indelicacy^ (he angrily ropulfed him ; and,, hiding 
her face in her handkerchief^ arofe and quitted the 
room withqut fpeaking. 

Lord Raymond, knowing that it would be vain 
ta expert her return knojediiatclyi left the cpttage» 

per- 
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perfectly fiitisiied with die event of the conference) 
and no longer regretting that Richard had divulged 
the fecret of his intended marriage^ which he knew 
it would be impoffible to conceal much longer from 
the knowledge of Rofina; 
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A BRIGHT EXPEDIENT. 

SECURE of a powerful intereft in Rofina*s 
heart, and relying on his own talents for ar« 
tifice and diffimulation. Lord Raymond no longer 
doubted that he (hould bend her to his wiflies ', but 
he forcfaw that his advances muft be flow : and he 
was exceedingly embarrafled by the letters he re-* 
ceived from his father, acquainting him with Lady 
Elinor's return to London, and preffing him to 
baften hi^, departure from Wales^ where he had 
already outftaid his allotted time. In this per- 
plexity, bis lAvention, put to the rack, fupplied 
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him with a proje£i: which he inftandy determined 
to embrace ; a projed, as black as die corrupted 
heart of its inventor. 

On his arrival at Druid-Grove, he found the 
family aflembled in the drawing-room. 

<« So, (cried Richard,) you have found the way 
home before it is quite dark. For my part, I think 
you are all bewitched with that girl, young and 
old ; fhe has fet you all agog. I'd lay a good bet 
you would find your way to the cottage if pu 
were blind-?folded.*' 

Inftead of liftening to this raillery vath his ac- 
cuftomed good-humour. Lord Raymond turned 
angrily to Richard, and defired that he might re- 
ftrain the intemperance of his tongue, as his in- 
dulging himfelf in any licentious ftri£hires on his 
conduft, might be attended with more di&greeable 
confequences than he pertiaps imagined. 

<< Oh, ho, (faid Richard,) we all fee where the 
flioe pinches. Faith, if you run reftive, I'll find 
a way to punifh you; for the minute I get to 
London, I'll put off to old Squaretoes, and let 
him know the fine rig you arc running here, dri« 

ving 
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Ying night and day like wild-^fire, through die bogd 
and mountains, after a ruftic wench of a gar- 
dener's daughter, inftead of going home, like a 
dutiful fon, to marry the nice little fhe-ape, all 
hung round with money-bags, that he has pro- 
vided to keep your back warm. Now, for once 
in your life, tell truth and ibame the devil,— • 
Would not you rather marry little Rofy ^with 
twenty thoufand pounds, than my Lady Pug with 
forty?" 

<^ I have at prefent no inclination to marry any 
one, (replied Raymond.) It is not to be fuppoied 
that a man can form matrimonial defigns on every 
woman that he thinks beautiful." 

<< Matrimonial defigns! (repeated Richard.) 
Faith, I am afraid you will liever form any defiga» 
half fo good on poor Rofy: but J think what I 
(aid to her this evening, will put her on her guard 
againft your manoeuvres." 

^< Your admonitions are likely to produce great 
efie£l ! (faid Lord Raymond, with a contemptuous 
fneer J However, (continued he, railing his voice 
to the mod authoritative tone,) I infift, that for 
the future you will never interfere in any circum- 
5 ftancc 
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fiance tbat relate* to me. And I further defire 
that you may never more mention diat perfon's 
name in my prefeftce^ nor prefume, on any account 
whatever, to Mlow me to the cottage/* 

He quitted the room as he fpoke, leaving die 
company loft in aftonifhment." 

<< So, (faid Mrs. Grubton, who iirft broke 
lilence, with a malignant fnecr,) you fee what our 
fine cottage heroine turns out to be at laft. But 
I &w what fort of a wretch fhe was at the firft 
glance. I fhall think the better of my own pene« 
tration whilft I live. I really think 1 have aa 
inftin£tive antipathy to fuch fort of creatures." 

<« I brieve ymi have, indeed, ((aid Richard^) 
to all creatures that are young and handfome. I 
wonder what the devil put it into any man's head 
to think of you. There was a moft capital old 
maid (poiled when you were married. You are 
{o envious and fpiteful, that you would have out* 
fcndiched» out-bit, and out-catterwauled all die 
left of the fociety, and been unanimouily elected 
lady Prefident of the tabby flfterhood." 

tt for 
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^ For tny particular part, (faid Sir Gregory,) 
I^on'tknow what folks are driving at. I never 
heard any one by any hurt of the girl ; and if they 
did, too, (he's not the firil that has been belied out 
of ^ite, nor won't be the laft." 

<* Indeed, (faid Mrs, Evelyn,) I never knevir 
any thing in her conduct to juftify cenfure, though 
Biuch to entitle her to commendation." 

«< Nothing to juftify cenfurc, Madam ! (ex- 
claimed Mrs. Grubton.) Did you not notice the 
€xpreffion$ Lord Raymond dropped in refpedl to 
her; and the ftrange peculiarity of bis manner 
when Mr. Richard jefted with him about her ?*' 

^< I did, indeed, (replied Mrs. Evelyn,) obferve 
the peculiarity you mention ; but a little caprice 
in his Lordfbip's temper fupplies no evidence of 
that young perfon's culpability. And, perhaps, 
all that is extraordinary in the affair, is, that he 
Ihould have fo long preferved the general equality 
of his humour, when it has been fo frequently put 
to the teft,,by a teazing and tirefome impertinence 
that few would have fubmitted to with (b much 
patience." 

Vol. IIL h^ *< It 
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«< It is for certain (obferved Sir Qregoiy) die 
moft di&grceable thing in the world to be plagued 
and worried eut of one's life with gibes and jeers 
a»d feoffs and fneers^ world without end; and 
what's enough to put the beft humottFcdeft perfiiui, 
a little out of the way fometimes. 

Thus difcouraged by Mrs. Evelyn, Mrs. Grub- 
ton refrained from indulging her malignity, at leaft . 
y< for the prefcnt, by any farther animadverfion on 
the fubjedl of Rofina^s fuppofed mifconduA. 

It will not be imagined that Lord Raymond, ia 
the above converfation, could have a£bd fo incon- 
fiftently with his accuftomed circumfpeSion^ as 
to have fufFered himfelf to be betrayed by the in- 
advertence of paffion, into the warmth with which 
he had expreiled .himfelf in refped tx> Rofina. On 
the contrary, that warmth was in itfelf artificial, 
' and aflumed to facilitate the new plan of operation, 
which' he had marked out for himfelf. The exi* 
gence of his fituation required fome deciflve firoke* 
He faw that he muft very Ihortly cither renounce 
Rofina, or perfuade her to accompany him to Lon- 
don. On the former he could not reiblve; and 
though many obftacles obftrudled the execution 
of the latter fcheme, they appeared not infupe- 

table. 
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rable. By rendering her prefent refldence hateful 
to her, he fancied he fhould find no great dif- 
ficulty in inducing her to change it; and by maflc* 
ing his defigns under the fpecious appearance of 
a fraternal regard to her happinefs and honour, he 
doubted not being able to influence her choice tiv 
refpe<% to another dwelling. Cpnfcious of the 
quicknefs of her feelings, and her impatience of 
contempt and indignity, he determin^ed to avail 
himfelf of that (eofibility to etk€t her deftrudioU) 
and to drive her from her prefent retreat, by con* 
triving to bait her with infult and derifion, and 
poifoning the repofe of her bofom with the venom 
of calumny. In this intent he refolved to throw 
afide the caution with which he had hitherto con« 
cealed hia partiality, and to give himfelf the firft 
inGdious ftab to her reputation; well afliired, that 
the eager band of malevolence would fiutch the 
dagger when he hud it down) and repeat thef 
wounds until they became mortal. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 



HIS PLAN SUCCEEDS. 



WHILST the dark breaft of the feducer 
revolved this guilty proje£l, how dif- 
ferent were the refle£Hoiis of the unfulpe&ing and 
innocent Rofina. Left to the indulgence of her 
fedingSt (he flied a torrent cf tears; but the bit- 
teroefe of her fenfiitions was aUeviated by the con^ 
Qrmation of Lord Raymond's tendemels. 

<€ Yet, why (faid fhe) diis fatisfa£lion at an 
attachment, which, (ituatcd as he is, can be pro- 
diidive of nothing but mutual affiidion ! Is not 
his faith engaged to another ? But that engage- 
ment is not yet indiiToluble. He faid his deftiny 
might yet be changed* Ah, it muft, it will! 
Will not the tenderne^ he avowedly cherifhes for 

me 
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me render his repugnance to tiiat union totally 
unfu rmoun table ; a repugnance, which was fo 
nearly fiital to his life, even when -his heart was 
free from any other prepofleffion. Yet, do I not 
infringe on the rights of Lady Elinor ? But what 
right can (he poiTefs to the heart of Lorf) Ray* 
mond, when, perhaps equally averfe to this.union 
with himfelf, her breaft difgufted with his want of 
tendernefs, revolts againft the fordid and interefted 
treaty, and will be rejoiced to be liberated from 
fetters which have been impofed by the aufterity 
of paternal influence. But at all events, it will be 
prudent to decline feeing Lord Raymond again 
until he has freed himfelf from this engagement. 
Yet will not my forbidding his vifits be a tacit 
avowal of his power over my heart ? He muft 
imagine that I feel him to he formidable indeed, 
if I fear to encounter his prcfence, >o, — inftead 
of avoiding him, I will meet him as ufual } and, 
by the firmnefs of my conduct, retrieve the ground 
I have loft in his eftecm/' 

This idea over-ruled the fuggeftions of her rea* 
ion ; and the weaknef| of her heart foand an ad* 
vpcate in its pride« 

M The 
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The next mrt'ning, Lord Raymond, who, con- 
fiftently with his new plans, entirely diveftcd him- 
ielf of his former timid caution, vifited'her alone. 
A$ die expected this interview, &e was prepared 
for it. He found her in the garden wiih Auftim 
affifting him to tie up fome carnations. He aflced 
her to walk lyith him, but ibe complained of 
£itigue. 

<< I fee, (laid he, when Auftin removed to a 
little diftance,) 1 fee you are determined to mor- 
tify aie. i have much to fay to you, and you deaf 
'izie an opportunity of fpeakiog to you/* 

^ I have alr^dy^ heard too much, lay Lord, 
((aid ftoiina ;) for the future we muft have no 
private c<Miverfation." 

« Slow- cruel and provokfaig ! .(retwrned hdri 
Raymonds) YtAx know I 'adore you, and therev 
fore you tyrannize/* 

^ Thefe profeiSotis arie infultii%, (ivturned Ro^ 
fma, widi ^^rit)) fpom a man who is affianced to 
another woman/' 

^ Affiance4 
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«* Affianced to another, (repeated Lord Ray- 
ttiond,) aye, there lies the fting ! Yet fay, Ro* 
iina, were I to break this engagement, would you 
^roinife to be mine!" 

, << I will m^kc Ho Conditional promifesi ((aid 
Rofina:) the queflion is an unfair one. Let us 
never more refume this fubje£t, at lead not un- 
til -*~«*- But now I muft not liften to it«" 

She arofe, and approached fo near to Aufliny 
ttflt it vi^s ith{x>ffibie for Lord Raymond to addtefs 
« lenteUce to her, without being overfa^rd J;>y At 
4M tnan. However, the deceiver diicoi^ed the 
onfcrcotfnefs of her otm weaknefs in thi^ timid 
Kfcrve, End became ev^y hour more fecure of hh 
conqueft. 

Ia Ib^ <eveninfg ht went again to the cottage, 
%ut JSie t^dred to her chaftnber, and fent him aa 
'dpology fdr not feeing him« He, however, flood 
%wo b#ur« under her window, converflng with 
^<Aiiftin« It was dark when he reached home* 
He found the family waiting fupper for him, and 
he joined them with an air of animation and gaiety 
«<vhich Was calctidated to imprefe them with an idea 
that he had palled tiie evening much more agree- 
M 4 ably 
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ably than he had really done. When the attend- 
ants were withdrawn after fupper, be feeaied to 
fell into a reverie; and abruptly ftarting from it, 
turned to Sir Gregory, and enquired of bkn^ whe- 
ther he could inform him of any fmall genteel 
boufe that was to be let in the environs of 
Londoil? 

*' Is it for yourfelf ]Pou have occafion for it) my 
Lord ?" (aid Sir Gregory* 

" No, not immccKately for myfelf, (returned 
be, with fome hefitation;) it is for a friend, whom 
I ibould wifh to have agreeably accommodated. 
However, I fboutd not deiire to go to any very 
confiderable expence $ that is, I. have reafon to 
imagine my friend would not approve it.'* 

«« Well, fend your friend to me, (faid Sir Gre- 
gory,) and it is tea to one but I can match his 
pattern i for J have a relation that has a neat box 
to let in the neighbourhood of Hampftead, (hug 
and pretty, neat and compact a^ one would defire 
to fee. Is your friend a fingle man ?'* 

«< Jt is for a fmgle perfon I want it, (replied 

Lord Raymond, fmlling;) but I doubt my friend 
will think that fituacioii rather too public." 

« Why, 
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« Why>for certain (fald Sir Gregory) « if he 
is an elderly gentleman^ and given to fedatenefs, he 
might be apt to think that there neighbourhood ni^ 
therfomewhatgayifhforhim/* . . 

*< My friend, though neither an elderly gentle* 
man^nor much given to fedatenefs, (replied Lord 
Raymond, ftill fmiling) << is an admirer of folitude» 
and would prefer a retired fltuatioiu'* 

« Faith, then, (fiiid Sir Gr^ory) «< if he is ad* 
dided to folitude, and loves to keep himfclf quiet^ 
I don't fee whatbufinefs he has to Ax himfelf near 
London^ for what with the buftle and the hurry, 
the waggons and the carts, the hawkers and the 
porters, the drays and the coaches, it is the noifiell 
place under the funs ^uid a ^dy can hardly hear 
their own ears in it. NOw I think it would be 
better for you to fix him^ whoever he is, in fome 
little houfe among thefe here mountains^ where^ 
feeing that he has fuch a likeing to retirement, h^ 
might take his fill of it, without having any thing 
in life to diilurb him in his fancy.'* 

« Perhaps, (faid Mrs. Grubton, with one of her 
malicious fneers) ^^ his Lordfhip*s friend has al* 
ready made that experiments'^ 

Ms «« Aye, 
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<« Aye, now I know wtU enoagti wh^t you 
mean, (cried Ridiard, who awed by the affome^ 
refentment of Lord Raymohd, and the private do«- 
cuments he had received from Us mo^her^ had 
hitherto with great difficulty reftrainedhimfelf from 
making any ftriftares on Ae convierfation) << let 
you alone for picking a hole in your neighlxrar'k 
coat. Iword Raymond can't talk of takrrrg a Hotife 
for a friend, but yoot widced imagination muft 
immediately clap a certain perfon into it. I wifli 
with all my heart, that fcandal Wa^ made felony by 
'the law J for it is very bard that yott ihould be 
punifiied for maiming ^nd deflating the carcafe of 
your neighbour, and fuffered to galh and mai^lt 
his'reputation without any refrriftion/* 

« t am really quite at a lofs to conceive the 
meaning of thefe inGnuatlon, Mr* Rtdhard/* 

*« O— are you fo — you are become as inno^ 
cent as a two year old devil on a fuddeft. But I 
believe every one here knows that it was poor RoQr 
you were hinting at*** 

« As I am a tiving man, ((aid Sir Gregory with 
great fufprife) " this is the firft time that I heard 
Jier name mentioned to night V* 

w What's 
5 
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<* What's that to the purpofe, (cried Richard) 
you have eats and you hear niot ; it hever was yout 
gift to lee an inch beyond your nofe.*' 



<< I thought (faid Lord Raymond, turning 
grily to Richard) that I had pofitively defired you 
never mace to tnentibn that pcrfori's name in my 
^refence.** 

« And pray who are you (cried Richard} thsft 
pretend to order arid direft pteople rjrtiatthey are to 
fay. If I fpofce cf ftfe gtrf, I faid 0^ hurt of her. 
You may think yourfclf a great oiEcer, becaufe you 
are a Lord, forfooth ; but I never knew that peer- 
7%t conferted the privilege of fewing up people's 
motiths. Gad-a*mercy !" 

" Why to be fare (faid Sir Gregory) one would 
not fuppofe it was a treafonable thing to nakie any 
perfon's name in a civil way^ even if it was his 
Majcfty's,*— God blefs him !^' 

<* Befides (added Richard) I don't fee what the 
girl is to you, mere than to any one elfe, that you 
need get your back up fo the minute fhe is fpoken 
of. One would think that you were ftriving to 
4Enak6 folks believe that there is more between you 
M 6 than 
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than there is, which, as I am toldy is no uncommofi 
prance with gallants of your kidney; but this. I 
know, that if you are brewing any miichief againft 
that poor innocent girl, you will pay for it wher^ 
titutre. are no eoals to be ibld^** 

Lord Raymond looked extremefy dK^teafed,. yet 
iee'ming to A^uggle with his refentment* ^< I 
think (faid he, turning to him with a forced fmile) 
that as it would be a more than herculean labour 
to flop, the current oCyour impertinence, the wifeft 
way will be to let it flow on uncontroledJ' 

Thus coiMrer&tion was (b well calculated to inr 
^e the (ufpicioa it was defigned to infufe, that 
even Mrs*. Evelyn's candor began. tO: yield to apr 
pearances fo ftrong ^ and though Ihe ftill hoped that 
Rofma was not guihy,^ (he had fcarcely a doubt that 
Lord Rayniond wi(hed to render her So^ 

Sir Gregory, according to cuftom, withdrew 
early ; Mrs* Grubton and her two daughters re-- 
tired imme^ately afterwards, impatient to difcuTs. 
this new evidence of Rofinafs guilt } for Miis 
Elconora's tender firiendibip. for Rofma, whom ihe 
now regarded in the light of a rival, was fuddenly 
convertedinta a violent antipathy, and when in the 

retirement 
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retirement of their own aparttnent>.they opened all 
at once, without reftri&ion or mercy ; (he even 
exceeded her mother and fifler in the envenomed 
virulence of her reviiings« 

Lord Raymond, meantime^ found himfelf alone 
with Mrs. Evelyn; he pulkd out his watcb^ and 
remarking that the ladies had withdrawn earlier 
than iifual, bid her good night, and would have re*, 
tired, but fhe entreated him to indulge her a little 
longer with his company^ he reiamed his feat» 

* I wift to (peak to yoti (faid (be with an em>^ 
barra(red fmile) on a fubjed on which I (incerely 
kope expoftulation may be unneceffary. If it 
fliould,, your candour will excute my zeal— if it 
ihould not> the voice of truth may yet recall you 
to yourfelf, and I (hall enjoy the heartfelt fatisfac* 
tion of ftopping in the career of licqitiou(he(s,, thjp 
(on of a beloved and only fifter..'' 

^ My dear madam (returned Lord Raymond;, 
with a gay air) I can guefs from this exordium^, 
the nature of the difcouife that is to follow it ; but 
you have too much good fenfe not to be confciouS|^ 
that the cold dLftates of reafon fupply but a weak 

and 
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tod frivolous blitier, wteii toppbfed tb thte bead* 
ftrong impctuofity t/f yottdifU pafSon.'* 

« You rcfufc then even to Kftttato reifeni*' iaid 
Mrs. Evelyn. 

« Paffion, my good anht, (reidied he) h a deaf 
devil ; Kke the adder, it I'efufes to liftdn to tht voice 
of the chartner, and you hiay as tveH go preach to 
the fifties, like St. Anthony of Padui." 

*< Then you do not diiavew your defigns !*' 
f«d Mrs. Evelyn. 

« I diiavotv ncrthirtg-^ ft^vfe no defigns whidh 
*re not ccmfiftcrit ijwth my ideas trf nhtdralhy. Jt 
fias ever been my opinion, that in fomfe peculiar 
Ihuations, our laWs oitght to toteratfe bigamy. My 
father has allotted me k mate df hi^ own chufing, 
and duty, you know, t)bHges to comply whh his 
commands— but when her deformity is fuch, as en- 
tirely to preclude affejftion, am i to bie cenfored for 
fuffering my heart to turn to a mcfrfe amiaMe ob-^ 
jeft, and chufe itfelf a fconfort, \yith ^om it caA 
<hare its tendernefs V* 

« This 
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^ This cofttiArjr is fo <wik Md ^ptorikial, (ftUI 
Mrs. Evelyn) tbaV* ' 

^ iSttdi «5 it is, {kiveriiii)>ted Ldnl R^rmon^ 
lau^big) itivitt ftiifWM' mtf purpefe as wtU ak 
ttonefabftantkil reafoiMn]^: ^e jadgmetit is kU 
dom inacceflible to conviAion, wkefe tte heait 
is the advocate i for though it is not the beft ihe« 
tctidan in the World^ it is certainly m exceUent 

« Brit, (fold Mrs. Evdyn) if j6\i hatre no 
fcmples on your own account, tan yoo r efleft , 
ivithoirt horror, on tire mifery in which your li- 
t^entioctlnefs may involve its onbafypy viAim i and 
the depravity ^nd guilt which may deb^e an inno- 
cent bofom, whofe only fault is, perhaps a weak 
^partiality for its betrayer." 

« My dear madam, (returned Lord TLsiymmd) 
you cannot reafonably exped that i (houM afford 
that confideration to the fpiritual welfare of ano- 
ther, whkh I refufe to my bwn. On this fubjeft, 
much as you may have to iky, and well as yon may 
be qualified to fpeak it, nothing can be added to 
what has been already advanced by others. If it 
' werejK>flibletohttnt any viceoijut offocrety,by tht 

mera 
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mere dint of dedamatiom &is ofiedudion would 
long lince have been sdhamed to ihew its face in 
it ; yet we fee it ftiJl keeps its ground, and will 
probably maintain it, as long as jrour fex is weak, 
and ours is wilful ; and indeed it ieems difficult to 
believe there can be any very great guilt in what 
is fb very natural/' 

" My Lord, my Lord, fuch a fubjed requires 
to be treated widi more (erioufiieis. Heaven gave 
you reafon to lead you in the way of re^tude, but 
perverting this choiceft gift of your Almighty be* 
nefador, you fet it up as a falfe light to mifguicfe 
the fleps, and en£nare the virtue of others. The 
hour may come, when you may bitterly bewail xhi$ 
unhappy mi(application of your talents.'* 

« WeH, madam, (hould that hour of wailing 
and lamentation ever arrive, it will come too foon> 
and you will acknovi^lcdge there is no wiiHom in 
the anticipation of eviL*' 

« Oh, my Lord, this is vile fophiftry ! I wilh | 
.could perfuade you to be ierious.." 

\ 

<* My dear madam, I make it a general rule, 
sever to he ferious^ when 1 can poffibly avoid itr 



it is the worft thing in the world for the healdi 
and fpiritSf I fincerely thank you for your well 
intended admonition; hut confidering the difFer* 
ence of age, of feX) and of education, it is not 
i^onderful that my fentiments, on fome . ftibjedtsy 
ihould be more liberal than yours/' 

<^ More liberal ! fay rather more profligate !** 
iaid Mrs. Evelyn. 

<< Well, we'll not difpute about terms—Such 
as my morals are, I am too well content with 
them, to take the trouble of furnifhing myfelf with 
a new fet of your recommendation, and would 
therefore entreat you not to wade yQur zeal for 
the converfion of finners, on (b unpromiiing and 
impradicable a fubjed^*' 

He took a light as he fpoke, and retired, leaving 
Mrs. Evelyn (hocked and aftoniihed at the diilb« 
luteneft of bis principles, and the hardened dege* 
Iferacy of his heart, which (he faw with forrow was 
incorrigible. 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 

THE ARTIFICE OF A SEDUCER. 



'^ of t Ite tolel ^ wen HBag^A^d tal6i 

60 ^t life l^re» h^«r fioutil he ttot yterfil, 

FOR fome days Rofina adhered to her refdu- 
tidA, ami either eatirdy ihiifltled hotd K&y« 
4nojid, or caitfuUy avoided givsDg him 4skyi>pp$t^ 
tutiitjrofaddc^ffing her U ^vfl»e» H^ M not^ 
however) on this accounl^ difeontiatie fais-Vifits, W 
which the length and frequency gave fier greafc 
uneafinefs ; but as fhe could not prevail on herfelf 
even to mfh to extiqguiih a paffion, which fhe re- 
garded as the ground- work of all her future feli- 
city, file feared to irritate him by entirely prohi- 
biting 
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l>iri ng them ; and (he found in his fociety fo great 
an indulgence to her own feelingS) thatfhe became 
every hour lefs capable of treating him with the 
fe verity which her judgment fometimes didlated 
was requiAte. 

Meantime Mrs. Grubton and her daughters re«* 
joiced to find Sir Gregory releafed from an attach- 
ment which had occafioned them fo much vexa» 
tion, prepared for their journey, and no longer 
found ai^ difficult in perfuading Sir Gregory U> 
accompany them to Bath : but hefore iheir Jeparr 
ture, they fo indufirioufly difleminated their tales 
of ficandsd) that before the texpimtion of ikttt days, 
•ILofina was faerfelf almoft the only perfqn in Jto 
sietghbourhood, unconicious^ her difgrace. 

Mrs. Evdyn bad Wfidi mOch difficulty perfuaded 
Richard to confent to go to an academy near Loib* 
don, and induced him to promife to remain there for 
iix months. Lord lU^orid had always proaiifad to 
accompany him in this journey) but as he ftill de^ 
layed his departure on frivolous :pretenceS) Richardi 
whp of late was left partial to his Lordlhip than he 
had formerly been, dedaSred he would wafte no 
nore <>f his time waiting for him, and fiaced a'veiy 
«rly day for hiSi departure. 

On 
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On the day preceeding that which Richard had 
fixed for his journey, Lord Raymond had been at 
the cottage, but Rodna, under pretence o£ being 
engaged in writing, had refufed him admittance. 
In the evening after it was dark, fhe fat alone in 
her little parlour ; ihe leaned on a table on which 
a light was burning, her thoughts full of Lord Ray* 
ni6nd, and anxioufly ruminating on the perplexing 
uncertainty of her deftiny ; the door fuddenly open- 
ed, and he entered the room. He perceived in 
Rofina's countenance her furprife and diffleafure^ 
at fo unfeafonable a vifit. 

** I have already anticipated (faid he, advancing 
haftily towards her) the reproaches I fee you 9X9 
preparing to make me.^' 

^< Indeed (faid Rofina) this intrufion, fo COJI* 
trary to my repeated defire,''— 

«< Spare your remonftrances I entreat you, (in- 
terrupted he) my time to ftay muft be (bort— if I 
have a little over-ftepped *thc line of that fcrupu- 
lous pun<ailio, in which you keep yourfelf infconced, 
as if in a magic circle, the tranfgreffion is the more 
pardonable, as it originates in }our own feverity. 
bave got a letter from my father, in which he 

preffe& 
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prefles my return more camcftly than ever ; Rich- 
ard Evelyn is to fet oiF to-morrow morning ; and 
I mtift write an anfwer to night to fend by him. 
In re(pe6t to that anfwer I am come ^ to confult 
you/' 

«* To confult me ! oh my Lord !" faid Rofina^ 
in great agitation*— 

^< RoHna, this is not an hour for trifling— -this 
conference muft decide my deftiny. Rofina, do 
you really poflefs all the noblenefs of mind which 
your fentiments and manners proclaim i can you 
generoufly difdain the diiingenuous artifice of your 
fex ? Can you think with liberality, and aft with 
refolution/' 

<< I don't know, (faid Rofina, Shocked and hefi* 
tating) thefe are ftrange queftions ! what do they 
lead to ?" 

j» 

^ To a fubjeft momentous, perhaps, to the 
happinefs of both—- to mine, at leaft decifive. You 
muft yourfelf bear me witnefs, that I ftruggled 
with my paiEon ; that inftead of availing myfelf of 
the artful fedulities which other men might have 
employed to induce a return to it, I (mothered it in 

Tecrtt 
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fecret whilft it was pradicable ; but^ unconfcious 
ofyour power and my own weaknefs, I thought 
without crime or folly I might indulge myfelf in 
die dangerous gratification of cultivating your 
cfteem, whilft reafon pointed out to me the im- 
propriety of afpiring to your aiFe£Hon. 

« Reafon may ftill then," (aid Rofuw. 

<< O mention that term no more, (interrupted 
Lord Raymond) reafon and I are at variance, never 
to be rec^iGileds paffion, tumultuous and unruly, 
has broken through her feeble reftraints; I love 
you, Rofina, even to adoration—- but on what can 
I determine^ whilft you leave me in this cruel un« 
certainty ? if your heart is not interefted in my 
deftiny, whatever may be my fate, I am indifferent 
to it. Shackled, pinioned as I am by the force of 
filial obligation«-«i»y boz|our too engaged— whisn I 
have no longer a choice of my own, why fhould I 
oppofe the inclinations of my father ; if deftined to 
be miferable myfelf, I may as well make him 
happy/' 

Thus urged by importunity, ienfnared by arti* 
fke, and deluded by a fpecious (hew of reafon, 
Rofina forgot ^1 the prudential maxims file had 

laid 
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laid down for her own condu£i', and Lord Ray« 
mend extorted from her a full confeffion of her 
tendernefs. 

<^ Tt would be my ambition and my glory ({aid 
he) ta lay my fortune at your feet, and exalt you 
to a iphere of life as diftinguifhed as your beauty 
and your virtues, but fubjedled as I am to the cap* 
rice of a tyrannic £ither, if I venture to propofe a 
medium to you, at which your too fcrupulous deli- 
cacy may at firft be ftartled, though my meafures 
may be rejected, (hall not my prefumption be 
pardoned.'* 

This meafure, which' was in reality her removal 
from Wales, Rofina fondly imagined to be a pri- 
vate marriage } and though (he inftantly determin- 
ed to refafc her confent to fucb a medium, it s^- 
peared a propf fo incontroverdble of the generous 
attachm^^ of hfsr lover, ^at it inspired her at oncQ 
with the moft lively joy> and the mod animated 
tendernefs. 



chap; 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



UNEXPECTED VISITORS AT THE COTrAGE. 



Lovers rifing ray^ and youth't fedu^re dye, 
GlowM on her cheek, and iparkled in her eye* ■ 

^ T Am forry, (continued Lord Raymond) tot>6 
X obliged to enter on a fubje£t that muft give 
you pain i for however fupporting and confoling 
may be the xronfcioufnefs of innocence, even the 
flighteft imputation of mifcondu^ muft be painful 
to a fenfible and delicate mind/' 

Whilft Rofina began to liften to this prelude 
•with a ftrongly interefted curiofity, Lord Raymond 
was interrupted by the found of feveral voices in 
the garden, which, by their nearnefs to the houfe, 

. proclaimed 
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proclaimed the approach of the perfons who fyolce^ 
He had fcarcely time to ftart from Roiina, and feat 
himielf on the oppofite fide of the table, when 
Auftin burft into the room in a tranfport of joy, 
and exclaimed, << See who we've here l^^^fee who 
wcVeherc!'* 

Roiina raifed her eyes in all the eagernefs of ex* 
pedation, and with inexpreffible furprife, beheld 
Mr. Hume, followed by a young ftranger of * 
very elegant appearance, whom Ihe did not recol* 
le<5t having ever feen before* 

<< I am afraid, Mifs Mortimer, f faid Mr. Hume, 
advancing gaily towards her as Ihe arofe in excef- 
five confufion) I am afraid you will not be eafily 
prevailed on to pardon this intrufion i but if there 
is any blame in the affair, it belongs to this gentle* 
man; whofe impatience to fee you would admit of 
|io delay. 1 wanted him to idefer this viiit 'till the 
morning/' 

Rofma raifed her eyes in great fiirprife to thd 
ftranger, but they inftantly fell beneath his earned 
and pehbti'atkig' glances. She had never, perhaps, 
'till that moment, appeared fo exquifitely lovely ^ 
tier >dref«y- was a chemile of whit^ muilin | (he had 

Vol. III. N thrown 
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throum^ ofF h€t hat ; i&^ v^'re no cap, and her 
beautiful Htf r huhg in (Hinn%' curls about her face 
' and boToni ;• her eyes fparkled with die irradtatioti 
^ tenderers, and h^ cheeks glowed with blofhei 
eftsAtdfehfibH^ty. 

<« Since you are fo very forgetful of your old 
ai^quaintances, madam, (faid Mr. Hume)! think I 
eitght to be indebted to you f6r your recolle^ioii 
6f me ; pray favour this gentleman with a feCOnd 
Ulance, and tell us whether you can retkieiAber 
having ever fcen him before/^ 



. RoTina again rsufed her rjres, ahd as they vfer6 
met by tht>fe of the-ftrah'ger, a confufed rec6llet« 
lioii arofc; in her mind^ 

<^ At leaft) (faid the-yoimg gentlemah,^ with^ ad 
air 6f chagrin) wherd fbrgetfUlnefs* is vdunGu^y 
there is the lefs room for regret : fhe wlia ihUhs-^ 
who flies her friends— can fcarcdy be fuppofed 
tvtiv to wife: to remember them.'* 

«' It is he! (find Rofina^ roufed to itiftant re^ 
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ktm with' open arms) it is he ! it is BeAor 
JFit380fl)orne." • 

He drew back at h^r approjfch, arid coldly bow- 
ing, took a feat ; Rofina aftonifhed, mortified and 
dkmayed' at this ehilling r^pulfe, returned pale aind 
trembling to her own; 

** Upon inj Word, ihadattf ((£i Mr. Humc> 
looking around hfrn as he fpoke)* F cannot Ceafe to 
ibhhire your tafife in the feleflibn of a rtfidence* 
No arcadian fhepherdefs nbed wi(h to build het 
cottage in a more romantically fequeftered yale % 
^1 furroutided hy woods and mountains, and cover* 
4d wiUi utrood-bihes and jefamines, whofe branched 
amouroufly intertwined, prefent to the iniagina* 
tion fucb delightful fymbols of mutual tendernefs* 
But you were ever a votarift of folitude, ind 
diough you' formerly refufed to fuffer me to affiffc 
you in your devotions, if report and appearances 
are to be believed, all my fex have not found yoit 
equally obdurate.'* 

He glanced his eye fHtirtcally at Lord Raymond 

as he iiniflied this ironical fpeech. Rofina wa^ fo 

ftunned and confounded, fo diftreiTed at younf 

JFitzoiborne's unkindnefs, and fo embarralTed by an 

N 2 ' event 
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event fo unexpected as the arrival of fuch vifitonS^ 
that far from attempting to reply to Mr. Hume, 
ihe had attended fo little to his words, that (he 
fcarcely underftood their import; 

For fome minutes a general £lence enfued* 
Fitzofborne at length broke it. 

<< I ought to apologize, madam, (faid he, ad« 
dreffing Rofma with an air of coldnefs and conw 
ilraint) for having, thus intruded on your privacy 
without previous intimation i but the ihortnefs of 
my time, and my eagemefs to. execute, to the fa^ 
ixshQion of my mother, the commiffion fhe has 
devolved on me, allows me but little leifure to 
iacrificc to etequette.'* 

" Your mother ! (cried Rofina) O fir J it was 
ihen Mrs. Fitzofborne that ■- and is flic in- 

ibrmed of my retreat i" 

^ She IS, madam, and had her health permitted 
it, would have accompanied me in this excurfion.'' 

*< Her health*— good heaven! is fixe then illt 

<< She 
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^ She is far from being well, madam ; her 
health, I believe, was delicate and declining when 
you left Ireland, and there is little reafon to fup- 
pofe it coutd have been greatly improved by the 
defertion of a perfon who was fo dear to her, and 
to whofe tender attention (be perhaps imagined ilie 
kad fome title* Sorrow and anxiety are not in 
general very friendly to the conftitntion/' 

Every word that was fpoken by Fit^oftorne, 
penetrated to the foul of Rofma, and wrung it 
with anguiih«^ She fdt all the bitternefs of the 
reproaches he addrei&d.to heri Ihe eyen fancied 
ihe meritted them*. * 

•• But, (continued Fitzofborne) th^^^iijjfTO^'' 
^ence which originates not in caprice, but tit jfttir* 
ciple, is not eafily alienated : you were bequeath- 
cd to her protection by a beloved and expiring 
friend, and her foul flrll reveres the facrednefs of 
the devolution. I come commiffioned by her au-» 
thority to offer you a more eligible afylum than: 
this which you have chofen for yourfelf* How-' 
ever, neither my mother nor myfelf arrogate any 
right to control your decidon ; for my own party 
1 have only to requeft> that it may be fpeedy. I 
N 3 muft 
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muft go hence tQ-pfiprroyir; it U^s in your breafl 
whether you \^i]\ gqcomp^y me or not.'' 

** To-porrow," repeated Rofina, faintly ; her 
eycis ,met Lord Jlaymond s, ih^red in biscounte^^ 
nance all the impatience and agitation of his mindi 
they filiqntly fuppUcated hier not to confent to this 
abrupt removal- 

** You moft be confcious, ilr, (ikid ihe, fndea- 
youdog to recover ber compofuie) ihat it would 
be highly inconvenient-— that I muBt have many 
motivi;s Sox deferring my departure*— Tor a iborl 
time, at leaft." 

y}'^$S^^3 I (bould imagine, madam, of conse- 
quence ito be pppofed to the wiibes of my motber, 
if you really defire to return to her* Any arrange* 
msnt$ that it may be neceflary to have made in this 
place after your departure, may be trufted with 
great prqpritty to the difcretion of Auftin^ but I 
am pnly deputed to learn your determination, not 
aUkfaiP^zQd to force it." 

^^ I will, (faidRpfina hefitating) I will certain* 
}y return to Ireland, £nce Mrs. Fitzofborne wiflies 

it^ 
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if.«.bul to-morrow !-^I csMoaqt fee the neceffity for 
fjkich precipitation !" 

S^ lodieed it appears bigUy ur^eafenable, (faid 
Mr. Hume, addreffing youpg Fk^ftorne. ^^ Hovr 
can you anfwer for the fosd attachments Mi&> 
Mortinier may have contraded Ui this part of the 
world; ^e tender tie^ that msty bind her to this 
ibiiury smd feiitim,^x^l ,retre^,V 

. » 

The converfation was in this place interrupted 
by a Igwi JcuqcJc ^ fhp putfide dpor, and a yoice 
thajC c^cjchmcij ^^ WM$ witbin-^is there any one 
^her^r* Rpfinaftarted in ioejcpreffiUe conAerna*. 
tion, fpr £be immediately recolicdled the tone$ of 
her old perfecutor Nettlcby, who entered the 
room prefently afterwards, exclaiming, ^< Fine 
U&ge ! you have ferved me prettily indeed, to give 
me die flip in this manner, though you knew I had 
ordered fupper at nine o'clock ; there have I been 
kept waiting and waiting— and there I might have 
waited 'till doomfday, for ought either of you cared, 
though you know I am half dead with fatigue, and 
siy bones are aimoft diflocated with being rumbled 
over thele curied mountains. But bad as I am, I 
determined to ferrit your haunts, and iind out vvhav 
icheme you ar^ upon* Heaven and earth ! (exclaim^^ 
N 4 ed 
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ed he juft then, recognizing Auftiny who had re* 
ipedfully retired to one corner of the room, where 
he had ftood with his eyes rivetted with delight and 
Wonder on young Fitzofbprne, towards whom his 
bowels tenderly yearned, and whom he moft ar- 
dently wiflied might be able to perfuade Roiina to 
accompany him to Ireland.) Heaven defend me ! 
does my iight deceive me," (cried the old gentle- 
man, rubbing his eyes) or is this the old villam 
that run away with the girl from Fitzofborne's P'- 

** As to being a villain (returned Auftin) un«* 
der favour, it is a hard word to give to a man th^t 
never wrong'd nobody to the value of that i) fnap- 
ping bis fingers, (and as to running away, 1 did 
not take nothing with me that was not my own 
honeft earnings, except, indeed Mifs Rofiha ; and 
for matter of that, it was Oie that took me witb 
her : but your honour was always pleafed to be a 
little or fo foul mouthed with a body, not I'm fure 
that ever I deferved nothing of that fort from your 
honour.'* 

** Lord defend and keep me, (ccied Nettleby, 
now firft perceiving Rofina, who fat almoft petri- 
fied with vexation and aftonifhment) can I believe 
piy eyes— is that the girl hcrfelf l/ee yonder, (run- 
ning 
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ning up to Rofina, and peering in her face,] fo 
madam you are found at laft, after all your fine' 
atchievemcnts ! Aye, no wonder for you to quake 
and tremble ! youMl be made an example of— my 
fine difhevelled magdelene, you fhall have a com- 
fortable eftablifhment in the afylum — better than 
youdeferve !" 

« Mr. Netdeby," (faid Fitzofborne, angrily) 
I: came here the deputed guardian and prote<Slor of 
Mifs Mortimer, and I will not fuffer her to be in- 
fultcd!" 

<< Infalt^a fiddleftick ! (cried the old gentleman) 
great. fufs you keep with a run^away j lit, that ought 
to ber-~— Hey day ! efpying Lord Raymond, whofe 
vexation altnoft equalled Rofina's— who elfe have 
we got here ! ' if I am . not miftakcn,. I ,had the 
honour of feeing that phyfiognomy not man jr months 
fince, ^t the houfe of. your precious accomplice^ . 
Mrs. Gobetween's, inGrafton-Street* . Yet no- 
let me fee, J don't think, paxrlofer infpedion, (put^ 
ting his .glafs to his eye and peeping full in Lord. 
Raymond's face, whilft he fat almoft burfting; with 
indignation) I believe I .wa^miftaken-^you i fup« 
pofe are fome more novel paramour; ,pray^ fy^^^W 
fcented fir, may I crave the honour of your name:" 
N5 «' Old 
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<( Old Qian ((aid Lord HajnnpDd, fiercely) you 
are impertinent, the knowledge cif my name is of 
no confe^uence to you.** 

<< WKy in tnidi (returned Nettleby) I believe 
your reafons for wifliing to conceal it, arje rather 
more cogent than mine for defiring to know iu** 



CHAP. XXX. 

ANOTiUR YXUTOH ARRIVfiS^ 



Keady iivgibesy quick aiitwer\)» Tau^*. 
And at quacreloM at the woazle. 

taA»tPlAEJh 

JUST then a loud hallooing in the garden pro^ 
claimed the arrival of Richard, whofe voice) 
th^ herald of his approach^, was generally diftin- 
guilhable at leaft for fome minutes before his per« 
fon was vifible. 



ft 



&> 



^ Soy my Lord) (cried he^ niihing into tfao 
room) I have found you out Here have I beea 
rummaging the hilla andoiountains ihdc tiRKO-hoora 
for you ; ]fut 1 gueflfed where I ()iould find you at 
hUt. Formerly jovl were only here in the day 
lime, but now you are here day and- night I ^nkJ^ 

This fpeesh, fo corroboratihg to the (urpiciona. 
which ihe perceived the appearance of Lord Ray--^ 
mond had already excited in the minds of bee 
vifitors, ftnick Rofina with fucb conftpmatioiiy, 
that her ^e varied alternately^ fi^m a glowing 
crimfon to a ghaiHy pidenefs. Richard^, mean time 
perceiving the company, flared around him fee 
fome moments in filence;; then pulling off bis bat|» 
and fcratching his head9»he ftro$|e over to di^ moi^ 
obfcure comer o£ tbecoom>. and iquatted-himielf oa< 
tiieat.. 

f< So (cried' Netiieby, with a iatiriqd grtit'^ yft 
feave got into high company here-Hve b^ve nq leff^ 
llisui two {Lords among u$^ (•. i^ndiP' racpiinqitring; 
Sichacdfa hump back tfaroughbU ghfs s|& he 4k4^ 

<f If yoa haiKe got into bigb- companm (^nan^ 
lied Richard, who though he often jefted with hia 
Linfiunityi. was not much i»lea(ed when: ftranr- 
1^ 6< gera^ 
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gers took the fame liberty with him) if you have 
got into high company, it is eafy to fee by your 
manners that it is more than you have been ufed 
to." 

«< I think you are anfwered fir," faid Mr. Hum^ 
to Nettleby, laughing as he fpoke. 

^< Aye, (refumed Richard) although I have a 
bunch upon my (boulders, I have a tongue within 
my head to give every body a rowland for his oIi<« 
ver* People might find fome other anvil to keep 
cracking their jokes on, befides my hump back ; a9 
high as it is, it does not take up fo much room m 
the world, nor ftand fo much in folks^ way, but 
that they might paft it by civilly." 

« You are a filly, ill-bred, ignorant jackanapes ) 
(replied Nettleby) in my time an elderly maa 
might indulge him(elf in a joko without incurring 
iiich impertinent freedom of fpeech. But ^1 dii^ 
lindioBS are levelled now a'days— -^erV» no re^r 
fpeO^paidtoyearSr' 

<< As much as they deferve ; (returned' Richard} 
1 don't know what the devil you old fellows mean 
by always keeping harping on your years— and 

your 
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your years, as if you wcr6 to be fct upland wor- 
finpped like pagods, becaufe you have loft the ufe 
of your eyes, and have never a tooth iji your heads ^ 
that your hides are ftretched like flKlvelled parch* 
ment over your bare bones^ and your old noddles 
go {baking about like Indian mandarines. It would 
be eafy for people to get their teeth drawn, and 
their eyes pegged out, if that was all that was ne^ 
cetfary to entitle Aem to refpcft*'*' 

*« The whole tcnour of your difcotrrfe, fre-* 
lilted Nettleby) evidences you to be no lefs igno- 
rant than reprobate* All nations have concurred 
in giving honourable teftimontes of efteem to age 
imd wiidom. We read in Homer> that when the 
venerable NeftorJ'— 

«•' O that's a horfe of another colour, (interrupt- 
ed Richard) as to wifdom it may be a good thing 
any day in the year, either for young or old ; but 
I don't fee that your old coggers, with all their 
£ne pretenfions, they, are a bit wifer than their 
young neighbours.^ What the devil are they good 
lor in general> except to hoard up money for their 
young heirs to fpend*. Now I think you have very 
much the air^ with that pifs-burnt wig, and threads- 
bare coat of yours> of an old curmudgeon^ that 

thinks 
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lUnkt ofnodung but cxaunming his monej bags^ 
and iudiag them in boks ^nd comers ;. not con<- 
fiderifig that tout lucceflbrs wiU be Impatient ta 
give them an airing the minute the breath's out of 
jour caacaft.*^ 

^ How ean you. tell anj dbihg about my monejjr 
bagSf you. young prodig^ imp^ (cried Nettleby) 
lbelieve>..£[>r my part) you^ deal with the devil t 
but I fuppofe you have met my fervants fonsewhere», 
and have been picking out of them.. Ah the- 
damn'd rafcals \ thexe's o» keeping, any thing fronit 
Ifaeir knowledge I'* 

<« O^ then I have bs> ^e right naif on. the bead ;. 
(cried Richard detesiained to indulge his natur4 
mifchievous propenfities,. by amufing himfelf with: 
the foiable whichbis fagacity bad penetrated) Aye>. 
andmay be I could tel£ you. more than that if I 
pleafedi. for if the devil I deal. with. t^Us truth,, 
lbere*s a plot hatched againft you. You need not 
Ik furprifed.at finding youcf^f robbed of all your 
taeafure fome mornings and left, as pooc as Job>, 
and as naked as Lazarus.!' 

^ I dbn^t doubt it, (cried Nettleby}^ I doa?t im 
tiie leait doubt itl It is what Lhave }ong expededi^ 

coniidering. 
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coduleriiig jdie infernal gang of ifervaata I hnt iit 
my boufey it's a wonder it never bajyeDcd iboner V^ 

^ Ob, as to die fetvaots, I don't frj any things 
abont tbem (fiud Richard) fome folks are as dee|^ 
ia the miad as othen are in the mireJ' 

^ Wbat folks io you isean t (cried Netdeby tHi 
an agony) if by any accident^ to me inconceivable^. 
}K>uhave acquired die knowledge <^ a con(pirae|t 
d»t is meditated againft me^. I colore you^as yoia 
fliaU anfwer for it in the other world, to give mo- 
vriiat infight you can into tbia beUrfire giece ofi" 
bufinefsl" 

u Not I by my confbienee (Aid Richard) Iea» 
keep my mind to myftlf, like the pigs, aa well aa. 
anodier) much good may do the poor lads witk 
what they can get out of yon. To tell ypu tha> 
truth, I tbink it is a meritorious adion to fleece 
fiich a gpod for nothing old hunks y and; if I waa. 
in the way, I fliould not matter hearing a bob in* 
die bufineis myfelt'^ 



<^ Oh yoa incorrigiMe young vilTab V t«h t^ i 
to my £K;e thai you would not matter roUong^ 
me*^ 

?^»oi 
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«« Not t nifli (returned Richard) now m the 
flame of common fenfe, what is it to you who has 
the pofleffion of your m ^ney, when you have not 
^irit enough to fpend it yourielf. If you hoard* tip 
II parcel of guineas, wksh a refalution never to 
change one of them as long as you live, would not 
a fetof old mufly horfe-beans anfwer your purpofe 
every whit as well. Yet this is what you call yt^r 
wifdom and experience, and would have people bow 
down before you, and worihip you for; as if thece 
was any merit in running about the world for iixty^ 
or feventy years, without doing a farthing's wordi 
of good to youffelf> or any one elfe ; griping and 
grafping, like an old harpy, at every thing, that 
comes in your way ; and fqueezing and grinding 
the very marrow out of any poor devil that }iou. 
happen to book into your plutches. And after all^. 
what the devil good's in this n:u)ney that you alL 
keep tearing the world, and one another for -, lik^ 
a fet of voracious bIood.houAds !'/ 

. w What good .is there: in money I (returned " 
Nettleby) would any man in his fenfes aik fuph j% 
queftion. Is not money the firft mover, the life, 
and foul of every thing; and, all cafualties and 
contingencies Goniidercd> I fee nobufiis^Cs people^ 

havg 



R O S I N a; «8t 

have in the world without it, except to go hang 
themfelves." • 

<« No, no (faid Richard ) we that arc poor, are too 
little burdened with the cares of the world, to take 
fuch a defperate method of ridding ourfelves of 
them ; we'll leave that comfortable expedient for 
you to have recourfc to, the morning after you find 
yourfelf dilburdcned of your fupetfluous calh, by 
thofc jolly dogs I was telling you about/' 

** Jolly dogs ! (exclaimed Nettleby, in a vio- 
lent fury) to the devil with yoii and your jolly 
dogs ! I tell you, you little diabolical compound of 
malice and deformity, I tell you that from this hour 
I will never fleep with more than a fingle folitary 
fix-pence under my roof; and any one who bur- 
glarioufly forces a pailage into my houfe, will get 
nothing for his pains but a haltar : and fo you may 
inform your jolly dogs." 

« The more fool you> (returned Richard) that^Sr 
the moft impolitic thing you can do in the world> 
for they'll be fo difappoinced and enraged, at not 
Ending the expedij^d prey, that, as fure as you are 
a living man, they'll cut your throat out of malic0 
and revenge. Now if you take my advice, yoa 

will 
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Fill always keep a fop for Cerberus m hand, and 
never go to bed at night without a good round funi 
of money under your pillow, to put the brave boys 
in good humour/' 

« Put them in good humour ? the hell-fii;c .vil- 
lains ! put them in good humour with a good round 
fum of my money ! I would a^ Hty^ Iqc xljieny f ut 
wy throat *t. once!" 

** And indeed, (returned Richard) on focond 
thoughts, it will b>c a ^reat deaj better for you that 
they Ibould, for it will fave you the trouljlc of dying 
a natural death one of thefe days, of the gp«t, or 
fione, or altiim^, or iCHIC Otaer dubfucr &2t in aH 
probability will be a deal more painful and difagree* 
able. There's nothing at all in having a body's 
throat cut, as foon as it is over. I dare &y thej 
would difpatch your bufineft in a twinkljng: you 
can't imagine how dexterous thdfe cleyer (havers 
are at operations of this kind ; for pradtice makes 
perfeA. you know. I hope, however, they may 
take good (harp knives with them^ for it mirft b^ 
|he moft diiagreeable thing in the world to be back- 
ed and hewed and mangled with Uuntinftrumentsf 
that's the worft of It/^^ 

<* The 
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V The worft of it ! (cxdaiaicd Nettleby) V\l 
have you taken up on fuipicion immediately J I call 
you all to witnefs the words he has fpoken. In alt 
the courfe of my long practice) I never met witb 
fuch a hardened young reprobate — fuch fhameleft 
and intrepid villainy. He talks of murdering mfr 
with as little compunAion as if I was fome reptile^ 
noxious to mankind/* 

<< And what elfeis a mifer, (cried Richard) but 
$, greedy leech, that fucks the blood of fociety, am) 
boards .up the nouriflimem that ought to circulate 
through the veins of the body policic ]'* 

« Whatever little property I have amaiTed dur- 
ing my life, will be difleminated at my death,'' (aid 
Nettleby. 4 

» Tbe devil tfaaolc you for that, (returned 
Richard) the devil a penny of your pdf would ever 
crois the hands of your heirs, if you could take it 
with you to the other world. But the deareft friends. 
Qiuft part ; you muft leave your dearly beloved 
money bags behind you in fpite of your teedi. 
That fame throat-cutting bufmefs will be a damned 
good job for your young heirs ; O what glee they'll 
W in when they come to viiit you the next mom*. 

ing 
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ing, and find yoifftreitch'd out there at a great rate^ 
without a word in your jaw j all weltering in your 
own blood, with your weazon flit from ear to ear f 
I warrant you, oncfr they gcf^ou down, they'll put 
a good heavy ftone over your grave to keep you 
there." 

** I don*t doubt It (cried Npttleby, in an agony) 
I don't doubt it ! You are certainly poflefled of a 
fpirit of divination ; and where could fuch a little 
diabolical hobgoblin acquire it, but from the devil 
bimfelf ! Hut PU difappoint them, for I'll leav& 
every farthing I am .poiTefled off to charitable ufes» 
I'll take care of my own foul at leaft !'^ 

** Much good tliat will do your poor.fouly to be 
fure ! (faid Richard) Now, are you fuch an old 
blockhead, as to expert to get any thanks in the 
Other world, for giving money when it can no lon- 
ger be of any ufe to you ? It would be a fine ftory 
if people could purcfaafe a feat in heaven at their 
death, with the pelf they have been ixuquitoufl^ 
icrambling for all the days of their lives^ No,.noy 
there's no bribery or corruption in that quarter i^ 
if you have a mind to fccure a good faug birth foe 
your foul hereafter, you muft make hay while the* 
&m ihincs -, empty out youc old mufty money bags, 

doatb. 
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^otlie- the naked, and feed the hungry ;• give' por- 
tions to young girls and get them good hufbands ; 
and ftrive to mend and darn up the wear and tear of 
jour old tatter'd foul with as many patches of good 
works, as the fliortnefs of your time will allow you 
to clap on it/' 

^ Young gentlemati, (faid Mr. Hume, who 
though, exceedingly amufed with the former part of 
Orchard's conteft with his uncle, by no means 
relifhed the advice he had bellowed on him latterly) 
you carry the jeft too far j you may be called 
upon to give a more ferious explanation of the in- 
finuations you have thrown out, than it may fuit 
jrour inclination to anfwer." 

•** Faith, with aU my heart, (cried Richard) lam 
ready to declare upon oath, when properly called 
upon^ all that I know of the aforefaid bloody xon- 
federacy : in the mean-time I would advife the old 
gentleman to keep a ftri^l eye on hii throttle and 
his money b&gs. But my lord, you forget that my 
mother is wairing fupper for us all this time. There 
was a.hare, with a pudding in its belly, put on the 
fpit before I came out, and faith, thaVs better game 
^o hunt after, than fuch an old badger as 44us« So 



Jet us flart fair.'^^ 



Richard^ 
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* Richard, vAictc frequent cuftom it wsil( dius <• 
totricati himfelf, by t)ie nimblenefs df his heels^ 
from the difficuldes in "wtticfa he foUnd himielf in- 
volved, by the licentioufnbis of histo'ii^e, flew out 
of the houfe, whooping and hallowing n^tti fiich 
vociferation, that the furrounding mountains rever- 
berated his cries. Nettleby, who was exafperated 
Uttibfk to a frenzy of rage and hbrror, tiivf alter 
htm, calling to his fenronts, whom htf had left Wait- 
ing butfide the houfe, to purfue and fecure him : 
but Richard, who 

•« knew each lane, and every alley green» 
«< Dingle aad bu&y delly ^ that wUd vale^'* 

led them after him by the light of the moon, ibme- 
times (hewing himfelf to them at a little diftante, 
at others, hallooing to them from amongft the 
buihes, until, like will-o'the-wiip, he got them en- 
tangled in a foneft above a mile diftant, and leaving 
them there g> find their way out of it as well as 
they might ; not Satisfied with the difturbance he 
had already excited, returned home to contrive frefh 
Qiifchief. The old gentleman had at firft joined in 
^e purfuit^ but finding himfelf unable to continue 
ii) he bad returned to his inn. 
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